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Globalization and Human Rights:
The Establishment of Permanent Resident Status

In the era of globalization, human rights no longer constitute a superficial issue.
In Korea, an influx of immigrants, legal and illegal, occurs daily; they are now
our neighbors and colleagues, not any more strangers. For such a long time, in
effect, the Chinese already survived as only one ethnic minority group in Korea.
In the meantime, a growing number of Koreans choose to live outside of their
homeland. In several countries, they have successfully built their own
community. In Japan, for instance, the ethnic Koreans came to launch a civil
movement for their right to vote in municipal elections. Despite those rapid
changes, however, Korean society fails to establish an institutional framework in
which the alien residents live a comfortable life. In particular, they want to
establish their legal status in order to avoid the encroachment upon their human
rights. In this context, the right of permanent residence is an institution to
improve their legal status while allowing for the preservation of their
nationalities on their choice. To be sure, it is also to enhance our efforts at

globalization.

Time : 2:00 pm. ~ 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 28, 2001
Place : Conference Room, National Assembly Bldg.

Host : Lawyers for a Democratic Society (MINBYUN)
Organizer :  Seoul Center For Chinese Studies (SCCS)
Sponsors The Korean Society of Human Rights Law

The Study Group of the Ethnic Chinese in Korea, Japan
People's Solidarity for Participatory Democracy

The Korea Federation of Common Good Movement for New Society
Chinese Resident's Association, Seoul, Korea

Seoul Chinatown Development Committee



Chair :

Opening Remarks :

Greeting Address :

Keynote Speech :

Presentation :

Discussions :

Question & Answer :

Closing Remarks :

Tea Time :

Program

Yang, Phil-Seung, Director, Seoul Center For Chinese
Studies
Prof., Konkuk Univ.

Chair

Song, Doo-Hwan, President, Lawyers for a Democratic
Society

Kang, Jae-Eun, Visiting Prof., Hanazono Univ., Japan
"Some Practical Issues in the Era of Pluralism: The Human
Rights of the Ethnic Korean in Japan and the Ethnic Chinese

"

in Korea.

Chung, Dai-Chul, Member of the National Assembly,
Member of Supreme Council of the Millennium Democratic
Party

"The Intents and Contents of 'The Special Law on the
Permanent Resident Status of Long-term Foreign Residents. " ”

B Lee, Bu-Young,

Member of the National Assembly,

Deputy President of the Grand National Party
B Liu, Kuo-Hsing,

President, Chinese Resident"”s Association, Seoul
B Richardson, David,

Governor, American Chamber of Commerce in Korea
Il Ahn, Young-Do,

Member, Lawyer's for a Democratic Society
B Park, Eun-Kyoung,

Vice President, World YWCA
Bl Lee, Chul-Woo,

Prof., SungKyunKwan Univ.

Chair
Lobby on National Assembly Bldg.
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Bill Calls for Granting Permanent
Residency to Long-Term Foreigners

By Kim Kwang-tae
Staff Reporter

The right of permanent residency
may be granted to foreigners in
Korea soon for the first time as a
move by lawmakers toward this
end gained momentum.

Ruling and opposition lawmakers
yesterday launched a signature
collection campaign to render their
support for the envisioned bill.

Rep. Chyung Dai-chul of the ruling
Millennium Democratic Party
(MDP) said they plan to give an As-
sembly blessing to the bill at the next
extra Assembly session due in April.

The proposed bill, if put into ef-
fect, will enable foreigners who
live here for more than five years
to establish their legal status on a
permanent basis.

At the end of February, the num-
ber of foreigners living in Korea
totaled 500,500, of which 305,100
are legally registered residents
while 195,400 are illegal aliens. II-
legal dliens will not be entitled to
the right of permanent residency. .

The main beneficiaries of the bill

will be ethnic Chinese, better .

known as “hwagyo” in Korean.
Hwagyo account for as many as
95 percent of long-term-foreign
residents in Korea, which is esti-
mated at around 23,000. !
The origin of hwagyo dates back

to 1882 when China's Ching Dy-
nasty dispatched troops under the
command of Gen. Yuan Shikai
following a Korean military upris-
ing in Seoul. Along with the
troops, merchants came to Korea,
creating what later became a Chi-
nese community.

The bill will also serve as a clear
testimony to Korea’s move to em-
brace foreigners and enhance their
human rights.

“The bill is highly significant in
that foreigners will have legal sta-
tus and become members of our
society,” said Yang Phil-seung,
director of Seoul Center for Chi-
nese Studies.

Under the current law, hwagyo
have had to renew their visas every
five years in order to live in Korea.

“As things stand now, Korea's ef-
fort to embrace globalization is go-
ing nowhere,” wamed Yang. “The
government demands that ethnic
Koreans be awarded the right to
vote 'in Japan, while it denies for-
eigners living in Korea the right of
permanent residency. In a sense, ‘it
demonstrates a dilemma on the part
of the South Korean government.”

Rep. Lee Bu-young of the main
opposition Grand National Party
(GNP) also weighed in, saying,
“We have no right to blame Japan
for its failure to grant ethnic Kore-
ans suffrage in municipal elections
while we do not embrace long-term

foreign residents with open hearts.”

A close aide to Rep. Chyung said
that the bill is about the human
rights of foreigners. “Some say
that ethnic Koreans living abroad
are subject to discrimination but
the government is double-faced
regarding visa renewals for for-
eigners,” the official said.

“The bill granting foreigners the
right of permanent residency is a
clear reminder that Korea will do
whatever it takes to improve hu-
man rights in an era of globaliza-
tion,” said the official.

In a related development, a public
hearing on the envisioned bill is to be
held today at the conference room of
the National Assembly, in which
members of civic movements, in-
cluding Lawyers for a Democratic
Society or Minbyun, and Chinese
Resident’s Association are-expected
to call for the bill's 3

In addition, the ruling and oppo-
sition parties are considering en-
franchising foreigners-who live
here more than five years in local
elections.

The bill is pending -at a parlia-
mentary ad hoc committee on po-
litical reform. An official expect-
ed that the bill will receive parlia-
mentary endorsement soon, say-
ing, “There is no big discrepancy,
if any, between the ruling and op-
position parties on the bilL” -

ktkim@koreatimes.co.kr
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CHINA

Chinatown
finally to
flourish

1in Korea

M Clara Li

I'he word “Chinatown™
conjures up images ol carly
immugrants cking out an
existence amid crowded streets
buzzing with stalls and
steaming noodle stands, Howeve:
the Chinatown envisioned by
Professor Philip Yang of Konkool
University in Seoul, South
Rorea. is somewhar differe

It will be a modern and
clean city - a citv for the
millennium,” explains Prolessor
Yang, who is co-chairman ol the
Seoul Chinatown development
Committee. Professor Yang -
Hong Kong on an information
and fund-raising tour - believes
South Korea is probably the onl
country in the world with no
Chinatown. This is ampri*.':n},
given the two countries’ proximiry
and centuries of Chinese
influence on Korean culture.

I'here used to be a sizeable
Chinese community in Korea -
150.000 at one time - but this
has dwindled to only 22,000.
Although the Chinese have long
enjoved business success across
Asia, years of discrimination in
South Korea have rendered them
a struggling minority.

Many are still regarded as
foreigners, even alter living there
for generations, and need 1o

renew their visas every live vears.

Chinese make up 97 per cent ol
the countries’ legitimate long-
term foreign residents,

_according to figures from the

. Korean Justice Ministry.

SUNDAY MORNING POST

This, along with a variety of
legal restrictions, has created
barriers to business for Chinese
people in South Korea. But the
1997 Asian economic crisis left
the Government scrambling to
atrract foreign capital.

A Korean Chinatown would
seem o be the perfect vehicle (o
attracting tourist dollars. It is
estimated that half a million
mainland Chinese visited South
Korea last year and a million arc
expected this year.

Dr Yang says one of the
questions most tourists ask is:
“Where is the Chinatown?"

He admits the project is a
commercial development, but
believes it will house more than
51000 Chinese. “The Chinese
contents ol the stores and
facilities will attract them,
especially newcomers.”

I'he proposed complex -
costing US$741 million (HKS5. 7
billion), excluding land price
promises shopping malls, hotels
residential apartments, office
huildings and, naturally, Chinesw
restaurants

“What is Chinatown?"”
Professor Yang asks. "It is a plac
for people to meet, eat and do
business.”

I'he location of the new
town, is being weighed between
Seoul and Ilsan - a suburban
city 10 minutes’ drive from Seoul
llsan is expected to win.

Li Chung-shiann, a Korean-
Chinese businessman and a
leading member of Chinatown
committee says that the projec
has received a positive responsa
from both local and overseas
Chinese. Construction is due 1o
start in October and the frest phiey
is due to open by February,
2003.
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(Yonhap Feature) Chinese -residency Ethnic Chinese See Slow But Sure Progress in

Improvement of Rights By Yoo Chang-yup

Seoul, July 6 (Yonhap) - Ethnic Chinese residents in Korea are seeing the wall of
discrimination here slowly coming down but still face institutional discrimination.

The number of ethnic Chinese living in the country reached 22.000 in late 1998, of
which 95 percent of them were from Shandong Bandao, China, according to the Justice
Ministry. Chinese resident associations say ‘the exact number has yet to be confirmed
as most of them hold Taiwanese nationality.

Chinese began to settle in the nation between the 1880s and 1900s, experts here
say. They were able to settle here successfully by maintaining mutually-beneficial
relations with Koreans. In the 1910s and 20s, more and more Chinese fled to Korea to
escape political trouble in China. Between the 1930 and 40s, they could secure a better
status in economic terms in the process of the confused situation in Korea amid
Japanese colonialism.

The number of Chinese immigrants to Korea stalled between the 1950s and 70s as
the government banned Chinese form immigrating into the nation and strengthened its
discriminatory policy against them. Between the 1970s and 90s, ethnic Chinese in
Korea saw hope in the growing friendly sentiment towards China and a changed
atmosphere in Korean society due to a shift in attitude.

“Nowadays, the long-time discriminatory policies against Chinese residents in
Korean society have lessened considerably thanks to the government’s efforts for

globalization, ” one expert said in a seminar here Tuesday hosted by the Lawyers for a

Democratic Society.

Participants at the seminar titled “Globalization and Human Rights: Enhancement of

the Legal Status Chinese Residents in Korea” said there remains much to be done in

Korean society to enhance the rights of ethnic Chinese here. They called for an end to
the system in which an ethnic Chinese must renew his or her visa every five years
despite having permanent residency here. Experts say the term of their visas should be
indefinitely extended under certain conditions as Germany does for foreigners.

“The indefinite extension of the visa term is the most feasible measure as the
justice minister can revise the relevant domestic law,” a lawyer said, adding this action
is urgently needed to help Chinese residents to settle in the nation.

yct9423@yonhapnews.co.kr (END)
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