hand, we had a remark “a legislative or administrative solution would be possible and
desirable” as explained above. And another court intervened to mediate the

reconciliation talks between the two parties.

Moreover, the century ?old theory of state immumity was quietly rejected by some
courts. The theory has been one of the government’ s favorite weapons for a long
time. And at other time, the courts refuse to apply the statute of limitations. Maybe,
the postwar litigations finally break through the wall of time in a little more than ten
years since we started in the 1990s.

We have some winning cases at the district court level, such as the cases of Liu
Lianren ., Chinese forced laborers in Fukuoka and that of Ukishima Maru incident.

Therefore, we may be able to hope the complete victory of the case someday, even if
there is a setback like the decision of non-acceptance by the Supreme Court.

Yet, we still have a problem that victims have to waste long time and money before
they receive the final decision in the Japanese judicial system. And another problem 1s
that only the limited number of victims who were lucky enough to file a law suit
would benefit from relief measures, if they win. Under such condition, we would
never be able to bring relief and compensation collectively to the whole population of

victims .

So, while working on the court actions further, we have to find ways to expand the
fight in other areas than the court proceedings.

'3

(3) Movement to Enact New Legislations

Two postwar compensation measures are proposed at the diet now. They are "the
promotional remedy measure for wartime military sexual slavery victims “ and "the
amendment to National Diet Library law (a legislation to seek the truth for permanent

peace).”

In addition, a legislation is being drafted by the Democratic Party to compensate South
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Korean former members, civillan employees and disabled veterans of the Imperial
Japanese army, who served time as BC class war criminals (one time payment of

consolatory money).

- The proposed legislations are going through the cycle of being rejected, being
proposed again, being shelved till the next session. The legislation for the military
sexual slavery victims did make into actual deliberation in the House of Councilors,
but the deliberation has never been completed due to fierce resistance from the
governing party, Liberal Democratic Party. The legislation 1s still up in the air. The
other one, “the amendment to National Diet Library Law”, is also shelved without
ever going through deliberations. Both legislations have been proposed bv an
opposition party or the coalition of opposition parties. Thus, it is difficult to get
governing parties mvolved 1n the deliberations.

- Behind the difficulty, there is a rapidly growing trend to be a military power in

Japan.

In 1995, the former prime minmister Murayama made a public statement, apologizing
Japan’ s colonial rule for the first time in 50 years. In 1998 Japan made an official
apology 1n the Korea—Japan jomnt declaration when President Kim Dae-Jung of South

Korea visited Japan.

However, in today s Japan, "abduction of young Japanese 25 years ago” has gotten
more attention of Japanese public. They loudly condemn “state terrorism” by North
Korea, and cry for the sanction on North Korea. Some politicians take advantage of
the situation. They were successful in enacting legislations for war contingencies,
stirring up hostility and fear toward the threat of North Korea .

Japan 1s moving fast on the road to a mulitary power, being one of the willing
coalitions with the US, supporting wars in Afghanistan as well as in Irag. The
Self-Defense Forces is rapidly converted into an expeditionary force to support the US
forces. Under such condition, people are no longer interested in reflecting the past war

or remedy to war victims.

And 1t would be difficult to realize postwar compensation without overcoming the
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indifference. I believe we need to stop growing militarism. Then we have to establish

peace in East Asia in solidarity with Asian people.

(4) What Kind of Fight is Called for , or How Do We Fight to Open a New Phase?

— First of all, we need to continue and strengthen the battles we have been fighting
for the past years.

* Continue to report to ILO and campaign at ILO.

We need to have all the help and support we can get to put Japan' s violation of the
Convention 29 on the agenda at the labor conference in 2004.

*Appeal to trade unions abroad for support and understanding, provide CEACR and
ILO secretariat with updates and new information, get the support of labor law
scholars for our cause at ILO in alliance with Japanese unionists and South Korean

counterparts.

+ Develop movements to seek out the war responsibility of industries which practiced

forced labor and to investigate facts in Japan, South Korea and the United States.

+ Work out several strategies to have the violator industries meet victims as the first

step to a settlement through negotiation.

x Set up the network of councilmen or councilwomen of Japan, South Korea and
United States whose goal is to resolve the forced labor issues. It does not matter
\‘Mhether he or she is a diet member, member of prefecture assembly or city council.
Right now we are planning to create educational pamphlets to promote the

understanding of the forced labor issues.

- We will be campaigning to organize a group of elected officials who would be
interested in the final settlement of the forced labor issues this autumn.

«The vear 2005 is the 40th anniversary of the KoreaJapan Basic Treaty as well as
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the 60th vear of the end of the World War II. We are planning to have extensive

and colorful campaign.

=Participate 1 the anti-war movement to oppose the growing mulitanism in Japan, as
well as to realize the lasting peace in East Asia. Make the world realize that the
movement to settle postwar compensation i1s the important part of a peace movement,

and expand the range and the perspective of the movement.
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