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1. Introduction

OlS. SFA SolA U2 =xo| YJE, ACiAE H=E ulp= 20| }1{; :32 Mr. Chairperson and distinguished members of the Committee,
o o = [ 0
A sict. 2K3 HHQ L2 25 UYYo of=
AlZH3 K& EQl 30| Ei’- ::I' X3S woret My} olUzat. 3lo|E o|zicz ofxl {am profoundly pleased to have the opportunity to introduce the Second Report of the
o] ool z/oiet =38 uiptct. XZ2 Yo : Republic of Korea for consideration by this Committee which was submitted in Ma
ch. <B> : 2000 in accordance with Article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to extend my gratitude to a number of non-
govemmental organizations for thejr contribution to the protection and promotion of
child rights. Their assistance has been immensely valuable jn that it has been an impetis
for legislative and institutional initiatives, offered constructive criticism while providir g
support in areas where government efforts alone would have beep insufficient.

2, The Structure of the Second Report

" | Mr. Chairperson,
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Korea subsequent to the submission of the initial report, highlighting some of the key
legislative and institutional measures and actions taken.

3. Economic and Social Conditions

Mr. Chair,




As you know, the Republic of Korea, alongside many other Asian countries, was struck
by the 1997 financial crisis, In reality, it was the result of several decades of financia]
irregularities and corruption that had come to characterize much of the financia] and

! corporate sectors in the country,
k . . : > Non-reoy]
] Thus, the government of President Kim Dae-jung embarked upon a program of bold .
! reforms to restructure the national economy and to strengthen democratic values and 4. Devu:lopm ent Since the Initial R
market practices. These reforms Wwere enacted according to the guidelines of the IMF as cport
part of the rescue loan terms. : Legal ang Institutiona) Measures
Within the process of implementing these reforms in the corporate, financial, public and During the Past S years, 5 number of legil.: _
labor sectors, a considerable number of workers were laid off, This added to the : Implemented i, Korea to Strengthefl thegl sla“"e_ and Institutiona] measures have peep,
already swollen unemployment numbers which resulted from the economic contraction _ € Protection of chilq rights,
- triggered by the financial crisis. The sudden loss of employment caused family As explained in the written response, the Chijg
' dissolution and increased the number of disadvantaged children living in vulnerable 0}’erl_1auf in 2000, The newly amen de:d At o ujWeIfar € Act underwen 5 sweeping
' environments. :;;;gu';’;lat:gﬂabzghr to life, surviyq] and devcfopf;:i:h : in;;g:'i:; 01;1?0}?
€ best interests of o ’ " WAICh promotes anq
Even though resources were limited, the government has endeavored to do its utmost to ) Introducin S the issue of child abcl?; ld_ren reflects the general prinei ples of the Conven i
minimize the pain of its people. By way of example, efforts such as the expansion of = : improvement € Into the Act has been another important ]
; social welfare provisions were undertaken with the aim of mobilizing as much as ' w: wem ol il "1
. possible to help those, including children, who have been hurt the most by the reforms. In 1997, the Government Promulgated the Speciy]
' Viol : ; : € Special Act for th
| Korea is a country divided. The two Ko having fought a against each other in : offe 8; o bas been ig effect since J uly 1998. This Act sy of Domestic I
} try divided. “he two Koreas, having f ught a war agains enders, but alsq to separate and deal with vi €l serves not only to Punish |
. the early 1950s, have been living in distrust and enmity for the past half-century. takes into Consideration the serious impaclt Of‘_flOlence against childrep Likewise, it '
on the formation of the child's personalj *epeated and chronic domestic viojence [

i and cooperation, the first South-North Korean summit was held in 2000 as a result of The Ac
» cons:stc?l: and patient efforts on the part of our government. The Inter-Korean summit Ome-‘?nt;;irote;t;%%of Youth from Sexual Exploitation Was enacted ang came into l
| was followed by an activation of exchanges and cooperation between the two sides in Dineteen human ghts ang ;clu‘POSC of the Act is to guarantee children ynde, the age of i
Vhsemidiay em from sexual exploitation.p " growas bealthy mempers of society by Protecting {
‘ We hope steps toward reconciliation and cooperation continue so that the da?( will come The Nationa] Human Rights Gom v | /
when we enjoy a lasting peace. We know that we can on{y_achieve_this goal if we are Covering a djverse range of hum:lnml-sshlon_ was e_stabhsgled 1In 2001 with the aim of ¢
| . prepared to safeguard our country. We must maintain a solid security m, and . Since jts eStablishmem, B G nghts issues Including the Promotion of chjlq rights. &
. therefore defense expenditures will continue to take up a considerable portion of the promote chilg rights, mmission has made Substantial efforts to protect and !

The Ministry of Gender Equality wag established ip 20 tr

Mr. Chairperson, ! Governmen; ¢ : 00 as the focal point with; .1 :'
Prevention o fg (f;;r;?:zﬁ;“der €quality and the €mpowerment of wmggn. T";ﬂun . J’?J{-‘I"
The Republic of Korea elected our next president this past December. Only one month the mandae of Hhie Mg Sexual violence and Protection of victimsg thereof are withip |
away from his inauguration, we are at an important juncture. The newly established ' ay. . :‘ _ ’H
transition committee will assess those steps which have been taken by the outgoing Formulateq in 2002 ' |
3 i : und in i
administration and, based on that assessment, prioritize future policy tasks. Child Protection ang Re:::if;ecz ﬁsj?sets h:[:fx‘z‘x;}ex‘s Oﬂice,. the Comprehensive Plan for |
3 . Protection ang rearing. ‘ Measures in five areas for children B
As you may be well aware, President Kim Dae-jung, a Nobe] I_aurea_te in Peace, is well- i i mprovement of tha hgc a’f{?;eassdcir']s}z;t of the t‘:nhancement of children's i ghts, i
known for his lifelong devotion to Korea's democratization. Also, with the new Protection of children from harm f?l] are of children, Strengthening of children's safety,

| leadership of Mr, Roh, a former human rights attorney who is no less concerned than his children, environments and support for the sound rearing of




Civil Rights

Since the submission of the initial report, the Civil Act along with the Nationality Act

were revised in line with the articles of the Convention regarding the right to name and
nationality.

Conceming the registration and the surname of a child with a foreign father and Korear
mother, the Civil Act was revised in December 1997, including the new clause "a child

whose father is a foreigner shall take the mother's surname and lineage and be enrolled
in the mother's registry"

The Korean government adopted both the patriarchal and matriarchal lineages by
revising the article of Nationality Act in December 1997. This states that a child born
with either a Korean father or a Korean mother can acquire Korean nationality.

Also, under the newly revised Nationality Act in December 1997, an exception

regulation was made to allow a child to retain dual nationality until reaching the age of
18.

Family Environment and Alternative Care

In the last national economic crisis period, the number of children experiencing the los:.
of a family environment increased greatly due to a dismissal of their parents from the
workplace and the subsequent family dissolution. Therefore the government has
provided measures to protect these disadvantaged children.

L Perhaps the most important measure was an expansion in the number of recipients of
1 livelihood assistance benefits, among whom 25% were children. At the same time, me: |

services were publicly delivered to malnourished children at schools and welfare
institutions. The school lunch program, initiated by the Government in 1992, expanded

to cover all elementary schools from 1998, and further expanded to high schools in
2001.

As for arrangements for children deprived of a family, care has been provided in
residential institutions. The mayor, provincial governor and ward head are responsible
for the regular inspection of these childcare institutions. In addition, from 2000 an
) evaluation system was introduced by which almost every aspect such as manpower,
finance, management, programming etc., is evaluated every three years.

As an alternative to institutional care, government and NGOs have encouraged fost_cr
care by providing care expenses and training to foster parents. Although foster family
care is still uncommon, the government and NGOs continue to make great efforts
towards its expansion. From 2003, 16 foster family support centers are to be established.
In addition, relative foster care has been promoted to a great extent.

In an effort to change the primary form of welfare institutions from dormitory homes to
small groups, the government took the lead in a pilot group home project. As of 2001,
there were 32 group homes in operation.

Basic Health and Welfare

The principal aim of child health care is to redu i idi

! I« ce mortality, morbidity and disability i
clhlldren by pl_-owdmg free pre/postnatal care. Health supervision involves regularl ];tgart.]h
checks for c!nldren under tl?e age of 6. Formerly available only for low-income families
mass-screening for metabolism has been expanded to all newborns starting in 1997 '

To enhance the protection of maternity and the child, maternity leave was lengthened

from 60 days to 90 days in 2001 by revising the Employment Insurance Act and its

gnforcemcnt Regulation. Temporary Leave Benefits for Childcare, which the
oveérnment pays to workers during the period of tem ’ i
also introduced in 2001. i P 5y for childare, wes

The government has enacted the Youth Protection Act to protect young people from

mmilssion on Youth Protection, in consultation with the
f He e, will utilize national and public hospitals for treatm
and rehabilitation, assisting young people victimized by drug abuse? > o
To promote the welfare of the disabled, a comprehensive welfare plan integrating
welfare, employment and special education was initiated by the Comniittee on Welfare

for the Disabled under the President in 1996. The first Five Year Plan for the

Development of Welfare for the Disabled was completed in 2002. A second Five Year
Ple:n bcdgan from 2003. From 2003 free of charge early child care services are to be
initiated.

According to the newl
Child Abuse were es
local Centers for the
hour telephone hotli
These centers inves

y amended Child Welfare Act, Centers for the Prevention of
tabllshefi in 2001. At present, one National Center and seventeen
Prevention of Child Abuse are in operation. The operation of a 24-
ne for reporting child abuse is one of their major responsibilities.

tigate reported cases of child abuse, including visits and supplyin
of remedial services to the victims and perpetrators of child abuse. PPV

Education

In the last few years educational authorities have made efforts to improve the learning

environment and to expand educational opportunities for disadvantaged children.

In order to create an environment more capable of fostering the creative human
resources required by our global knowledge-based society, the government has reduced
the number of students per class to 35 from

1 . 2002. To achieve this goal 12.36 trillion
won will be invested from 2001 to 2004 to build 1,202 new schools and 12.304
classrooms. ’

Further to these goals, the 7th Education Reform began in 2002. It offers students a

variety ?f opportunities to acquire the optimal amount of education. The scope and level
of learning has also undergone readjustment.




The project of expansion of free middle school education to urban areas is being
implemented. By 2004, all middle school students will be benefit from free education.

Early Education and Care Support for 5-year old children belonging to low-income

families will be expanded to provide a basis for equal educational opportunity in the

early childhood stages. This will also serve to Support women's economic and social
advancement.

Special Protection Measures

The Korean government has also endeavored to take steps to protect juvenile workers
and other vulnerable children in terms of their welfare and rights.

Following ratification of the ILO convention on minimum age in 1999, the government

revised The Labor Standards Act to increase the minimum age of labor from 13 to 15 ir.

March, 1997. This provided a solution to the discrepancy between the compulsory
education age and the minimum age of labor set forth in the Convention.

The government has also taken measures to protect children from sexual exploitation.

According to the Act on Protection of Youth from Sexual Exploitation, offenders of sex

crimes that involve youth, such as paying for sex with youth; mediation of sex with
youth; the selling, buying, production or distribution of child pornography may be
punished. In addition, the Commission on Youth Protection is authorized to disclose to
the public the personal information of those who have committed crimes under the Act
and have been sentenced by courts.

Conclusion

Mr. Chair

The Republic of Korea recognizes that there is much more work to be done in
protecting and promoting child rights. We hope that this forum will provide great
opportunities to enhance the level of child rights by providing constructive comments

and criticism.

I will be pleased to answer, to the best of my knowledge, any questions you may have.

Thank you.
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CRC/C/15/Add.197
January 2003
UNEDITED VERSION

COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
32" session

SIDERAT - RE BMITTED BY STATES PARTIES
"ONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SU. ! ! :
- UNDER ARTICLE 44 OF THE CONVENTION

] i ittee on the
Concluding Observations of the Commi
Rights of the Child: REPUBLIC OF KOREA

iodi > OF REA
1. The Committee considered the second periodic repf)rt oft!;e RESP;JQ%LI(EC%F‘ is((()see
| (CRC/C/70/Add.14), submitted on 1 May 2000, at its 838" and 862']“’ eﬁ[in it
CRC/C/SR.838-839). held on 15 January 2003, and adopted at the m g,
January 2003, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

; iodi s well
2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’s s;c;gg(jzl))eg?g; rge;)\?:; z:;|earer
. the detailed written replies to its list of issues (CRC/C/Q/RE ! e
e di f the situation of children in the State party. It further notes with app S
UndEfSt:l; l?:?(;)ele ation drawn from several sectors sent by the Statg party a{ld we!comes
;J}:)csililge rz:clions E) the suggestions and recommendations made during the discussion.

B. Follow-up measures undertaken and
progress achieved by the State party

i vention on the
3. The Committee welcomes legislation enacted to implement further the Conve

i is ic Violence in-
Rights of the Child, in particular the Special Act for Punishment of Domestic Viole

i i ile Protection
1997, which addresses investigation and reporting of child abuse, and thle Juv:‘(r;lsefrom o
Act in 2000, to criminalize persons involved in the purchase of sexual serv
under 19.

i issi Rights
4. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Commission on Human Rig
in 2001.

5. The Committee welcomes t

he State party’s ratification of
1999 and 2001 respectively,

and its raising of the minimum

C. Factors and difficulties impeding the implementation of the Convention

oans in a timely manner and that the e
recovered.

D. Principal areas of concern and recommendation

1. General Measures of Implementation
(arts. 4, 42 and 44, paragraph 6 of the Convention)

Committee’s previous recommendations

7. The Committee regrets that most recommendations
(CRC/C/15/Add .51 of 13 Febr llowing the consideration of the State
party’s initial report (CRC/C/8/Add.21), have been i i
those regarding:

a) the withdrawal of reservations (para. 19);
b) the development of public edu

towards girls, disabled’children
€) measures to

26);
d) the prohibition of all forms of corporal punishment (para. 22)

€) areview of education policy with a view to reflecting fully the aims of education set
out in article 29 of the Convention (para. 29).

cation campaigns to combat discriminatory attitudes
and children born out-of-wedlock (para. 20);
promote participation of children in family, school and socjal life (para.

The Committee reiterates those concerns and urges the State party to make sustained
efforts to address those recommendations contained in the
the initial report that h

contained in the present

Reservations

9. The Committee remains very concerned at the State party’s reservations to articles 9(3), 21(a)
and 40(2)(b)(v).

10. The Committee, i

right to appeal,

ing committed a crime have the
cncourages the State party to with
reservations mad

draw as soon as possible the
¢ to article 40(2)(b)(v). The State party is also éncouraged to expedite

I~

ILO Conventions 138 and 182 in
age of employment to 15 years of
age, as was previously recommended by the Committee.




(1993).

islal i islati vertheless
5 I'SI e i while taking note of amendments to domestic legislation, ne
11. The Committee,

m

= I . . = . z 2 1 1 he ei hth

p 3

Government.

tate Party broaden the scope of the
W The Comnli.ttceplr‘?c‘;:;mg:s; l::'l:ttec:ihoen :;nd Child Rearing, formulalt‘edUl; i}of:ér:;
_Co:':lg:e:ﬁ“:i'gv;ts uanllier the Convention and the ;(;mmi:lmel:lttlsi“l:;diz a“t [: fv it p
Inc g . and o :
pupissaisi e g S_ESSIOtllll 0270(1:1:11::?;: lfeh::iuflgnd)s that the Stat"’. Pa'.'ty dﬁlﬁra:;i:il:
Chikirea™ In addi’tionl, m:chanism to be responsible for the coordination of: l]:i o
permanent and cenftrﬂ children, and ensure that it has the necessary auf orotyut 9
a:d l"':leg r‘:‘ul:ll::;?alorhuman a;nd material resources to effectively carry
adequa )

responsibilities.

/ithi ment to monitor its
onsidering the establishment of a permanent body within the Govern

C -

implementation of the Convention.

&
Convention.

"!
Independent Monitoring

i

J

17. The Committee welcomes, as noted
Commission on Human Rights. Nev
specialization in children’s rights.

» in paragraph 5,

the establishment of the National
ertheless, it is con

cerned that the Commission has no

Institutions:

a) Ensure that there is at least one child rights ex

or alternatively, that the Commission establis
rights;

b) Ensure that the National Hum
particular by raising awaren
complaints by children in a c

pert amongst the Commissioners,
h a sub-committee on children’s

an Rights Commission is accessible to children, in

ess of its power to receive, investigate and address
hild-sensitive manner.

Allocation of resources
Allocation of resources

19. The Committee notes with concern that allocations for children from the central budget,
particularly in the areas of health and education, have been steadily declining since 1997

despite economic recovery in the last two years. Current levels of spending are insufficient to
respond to national and local priorities for the protection and promotio

and are not commensurate with budgetary allocations of other States
economic development.

20. The Committee recommends the State party pay particular attention to the full
implementation of article 4 of the Convention by:
a) prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure implementation of the economic,
social and cultural rights of children, in particular those belonging to
economically disadvantaged groups, “to the maximum extent of... available

b) identifying the amount and proportion of the Stat

aluate the impact and effect of

the accessibility, and the quality
he different sectors.

the expenditures and also, in view of the costs,
and effectiveness of the services for children in ¢

Data collection

21. The Committee Joins the State party in its concern expressed in its written replies that the
existing data collection mechanism does not cover all children under 18 in all areas of the
Convention and notes the plan to develop a child rights index.

ion of disaggregated data, specifically for all
r the formulation,
pProgrammes and projects for the effective
. It also €éncourages the State party to complete the

fe




work on the child rights’ index as soon as possible in order to be able to evaluate
continuously the progress made in implementing the Convention.

Cooperation with civil society
23. While noting the cooperation between the State party and civil society in delivering services

to children, the Committee is concerned that there is a lack of necessary standard-setting, and
that cooperation with civil society at the policy-making level or in the reporting process has

been limited.

The Committee emphasizes the important role of civil society as a partner in
implementing the provisions of the Convention, and recommends that the State party
involve non-governmental organizations in a more systematic and coordinated manner
in all stages of the implementation of the Convention, including policy formulation, at
the national and local level, and in the drafting of future periodic reports on the
implementation of the Convention. It also recommends that the State party take into
account the recommendations arising from the 2002 Day of General Discussion on the
role of private service providers in implementing child rights (CRC/C/121) and improve
its supervision of private organizations delivering services, by, inter alia, improving the
system of registration and authorization of service providers.

24,

Dissemination
25. The Committee is concerned that children and the public at large, as well as all groups of

professionals working with, and for, children are not sufficiently aware of the Convention
and the rights-based approach enshrined therein.

26. While noting the activities of NGOs and international organizations to disseminate
information on children’s rights, the Committee reminds the State party of its
obligations under to articles 42 and 44 to make the principles and provisions of the
Convention as well as its own reports on the implementation of the Convention widely

known. It recommends that the State party:
a) undertake public awareness campaigns on children’s rights aimed the general

public and specifically at children;

carry out systematic education and training on the principles and provisions of the
Convention for all professionals working with and for children, in particular
teachers, judges, parliamentarians, law enforcement officials, civil servants,
municipal workers, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for

children, health personnel, including psychologists, and social workers.

b)

2. Definition of the child 3
(article 1 of the Convention) .

27. The Committee remains concerned about the difference in the minimum age of marriage of
girls (16) and boys (18).

r'—__—’——
)

28. The Committee reiterates its p

_ ; revious i i
marriage of girls fo that ot Bous recommendation to raise the minimum age of

3. General princi
ples
(arts. 2,3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

30. Thea;'.‘o: mittee recommends that the State party:
; [;p;sgr;;tnly Integrate general principles of the Conventi
" A,pply thcn; in nll rele.vnnt legislation concerning children; o
i In all political, judicial and administrative de;' i
» Programmes and services which have an impact t;:sl():llS1
nall ¢

namely articles 2,

as well as in
hildren; and

sis of race, colour, language, political or

3
]

) ndertake all necessary
In particular against childre
: n
hw?dlock, Fhlldren with disabilities
inter alia public education ant:;

roacti
g-om si‘: Imeasures to c.ombat societal discrimination
gle parent families, children born out-of ,

children of mj
grant work i
awareness campaign, o and girls, throug

33. i
The Committee Feéquests that specific infor




[ iews of the child _ . i ) e e
§;S$;‘: g);;)h;ir:e: is concerned that traditional attitudes towards children in society still limit

the respect for their views, within the family, schools, other institutions and society at large.

i . . th
35. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with article 12 of e
tion: . ' _ .
Smg::ure that the Child Welfare Act, amended in 2000, be r;vmfed t(tjhmclu:s (;hti rtlagl!:;
i ir vi ly in all matters affecting them,
children to express their views free nj .
zgfective measurer;, including legislation, to promote and fac:l.ltatehrespe;t i(':(:)ru :tse
views of children and their participation in all matte-rs a!‘fectmgdt eT., y o )
administrative bodies, schools and disciplinary Qroceedmgs in the educa logvseg:.nme;“
b) Provide educational information to, inter alia, parents, edl.lcator,s, ,Ic_;ht .
~administrative officials, the judiciary and society at large on children’s r g
i icipate;
ir views taken into account and participate; ) ‘ . )
) gl::i:a:take a regular review of the extent to which children’s views adre takﬁ;(;:;:
1 consideration and of the impact this has on policies, programmes and on ¢
themselves.

4. Civil rights and freedoms -
(arts. 7, 8, 13-17 and 37(a) of the Convention)

El‘eedom OfeXDf_tl?[iO;Lazgnf:r?::;“;ﬂ the limitations on students’ freedom of cxpress.ion tz;ln(:
* Ishsi)ci(;(:irgr :iue to strict administrative control of studenf councils and sccllwol reﬁilrau;:l;oo;
limit or prohibit outside political activities of students in elementar);ea;nu s?ﬁgzpen{jemly b);
It is further concerned about allegations t.h_at Imerne? chat ro;)n;ss p
teenagers have been closed down by authorities for arbitrary reasons.

: . te
37. In light of articles 12 to 17 of the Convention, the Ccfn'tmltteerr;:c(;)l:t;ﬁ?::sarllzlatscs::o :
. party amend legislation, guidelines issued l_)y_ th(? M-lmstr)j o aication and S
regulations to facilitate children’s active pi.ll'thlpatIOII in decuswn—ltrll‘ e aﬁ Ehild.-en b
in political activities both within and 1_mts1de schools .and ensure
enjoy their right to freedom of association and expression.

Corporal punishment

i i ially permitted in
i i that corporal punishment is officially p :
T Coan;mE‘e nm?tst Wlil: ogfr fl?ct: E(;?S?or: that cor;foral ppunishmem does not comply WIth‘ the !
. The Committee : _ ’ . _ o
Si::-loc(slsles and provisions of the Convention, partlcularl.y since it consl.tmgesm?nifte; gl: )
Siolatipon of the dignity of the child. [See similar ol;s;;vatlons;é;' d%?, ec;(_f‘&'l (t:tlft:ha[()MiniStry ol
i i i 12/1/Add.79, para 36]. ¢
h ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, E/C.1 ' ; o
EZTI:::?C:H guidelines leave the decision on whether to use corporal pumshn;enl nlls}slt]:nh:r(:t '
the individual school administrators suggests that some forms of corporal pun

1t d : b
i i ures to promote positive and non= i
acceptable and therefore undermines educational meas p :

violent discipline.

-e
-

_ ulations to expressly prohibit corporal
punishment in the home, schools and aj] other institutions;

b) Carry out public education campaigns
treatment of children in order to change
promote positive, non-violent forms of
alternative to such Punishment,

about the negative consequences of |-
attitudes about corporal punishment, and

5. Family environment and alternative care
(arts.5; 18 (paras.1-2); 9-11; 19-21; 25; 27 (para.d4); and 39 of the Convention) |

Alternative care
40. The Committee notes the State party’s establishment of group homes as an alternative to the i

Institutionalization of children separated from their families. However, it is concerned that

mes and the development of the foster care system remains
limited, and that private alternative care institutions are not subject to governmental
regulations or regular inspections.

41. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Continue to expand the number of group homes and the foster care system, in

ter families and increasing

hildren in al public and private
and best interest of the child, and
family environment;

grade their skills and capacity to
and vulnerable families,

institutions, which takes into account the views
Wherever possible aims to reintegrate them into a
¢) Increase the number of social workers and up
provide assistance to children in alternative care

Adoption

view to reforming legislation in order to brin
principles and provision of the Convention, in Particular article 21;

b) the ratification of the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in respect of Inter-country Adoption.

Jos




i d neglect ; , ;
51‘:1 Illqhibgzenf:'tittee welcomes the establishment of Centres for the Prevention of Child Abuse in

i i lect and provide

i th reports of child abuse and neg _
regions of the country that deal wi lild s
c':ﬁ::l};élligng and assistance to victims. Nevertheless, it is concern.fl::ii gmte Ll:]e(;‘enelslect
nationwide system to receive and effectively address complaints on child abus glect,

or provide assistance to victims.

ittee recommends that the State party: o '
- Thea)COTn':lnI::: z‘:lrappropriate measures, including legislative reform, to establish a

abnte s aeglect, ot phi micohals BEECIIIG, i, I & CHLEESHE
:lnl:au::ei,nSn;e]g)::)c:i,d:nt(:a‘i‘;li:g ;::' law enforcement officials, social workers and
o Srar i o sl G o e Erevnon ofCH A i
order to develop a nationwide : ch el o i
where appropriate, support and ass:st.ance to l?oth wctam:isahnme[:“, pand i
::1:: :');s ::::f:‘l:le:u:z::: :)f ‘:l ia::llenscoe[ chlﬁvén;:c:::sn::)ogouonrseﬁli‘ng, and assistance with
/ i ion; .
E‘.esct(;:a?irs);la: ?11;(:;:;?1%:: to ’collect d;ta o:dth: Eei:lpt:]t:;;c:rioa:crlotl;f:;;li S(:;i; :sbl:::
::S:n':e(g):‘etcttle(slci:s?)gri't.fl%:e:n‘djydE:i“gne:);icies gam:! programmes to address these

concerns.

<)

; § . , | o
?6] ll"f"hn;a(ljn(:;n;?;ee is concerned at the high number of divorced and single parents, primarily

; s 1l
mothers, who do not receive the child maintenance payments to which they are legally
? H
entitled.

i i inciple of the best interests of the child (art. 3), t_he
o gorl;gr:itttzi :rl:::ft[ifr::n;: ‘tjhsta‘tleth[;ré:;:z party take all effective measures to enit::;:; cil::l:
maintenance obligations based on a c?urt order ?r agre;fn::ntsr::tthes: iEstance, he
manner that does not stigmatize the child or l.lerfhls custodial pa . halbigir:
State party might consider establishing a m;at:(mal fund tf’ ensu;re payent it ol e
child maintenance obligations to the‘ cus;qdl:alh[:;a‘;'es:;tp;)v:::epzl; n(:;(:;;nare e
i i tem in whic auto
flz?lfltcet:hof::li ;I;:;(:?el;c(:ﬁhzssg ivith employees with child maintenance obligations.

6. Basic health and welfare -
(arts. 6; 18, para. 3; 23; 24; 26; 27, paras 1-3 of the Convention)

. - - l
48. The Committee is encouraged by the high level of health ilndtcaziors ?‘f 01[: ;] I(:;el:;c}::\;e;:: €ss,
it ' budget allocated to hea X cent,
it is concerned that the quota of the government : -
' iliti tely operated. The Comm
t 90 per cent of all health care facilities are privately ope .
igﬁct:;cd tll?at the proportion of mothers breastfeeding their children has declined

significantly during the 1990s, and that the number of adolescents smoking and using
amphetamines and other illicit substances is increasing.

49. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Increase to a significant level the funding allocated to health and establish a system
of public care facilities so that low income families may have access to health systems
at no cost;

b) Take steps to encourage and educate mothers on the benefits of exclusive
breastfeeding for an infant’s first six months and adopt a national code on
breastfeeding;

c) take effective measures to Counteract any negative impact on employment of women
who breastfeed their children;

d) Undertake a study of adolescent health with a view to dev i
adolescent health policy that addresses inter alia education on HIV/AIDs and other
sexually transmitted diseases, the problem of smoking and drug abuse amongst
teenagers as well as other relevant issues.

Children with disabilities

50. The Committee is extremely concerned that societal discrimination against children is
widespread and prevents these children from enjoying their right to “a full and decent life, in
conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active
participation™. In particular, it is concerned at reports that a significant number of children
with disabilities are abandoned each year, that many cannot attend school and when they do
attend school they are segregated from other students.

51. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with the
recommendations arising from the Committee’s 1997 discussion day on children with
disabilities, and the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96):

a) Take effective measures to combat the culture of discrimination against children
with disabilities, including through awareness-raising and education campaigns
aimed at parents, children, teachers, and the general public;

b) Undertake a comprehensive survey of the number of children with disabilities
including those currently not attending school, and which assesses their educational
needs and access to education and other social services;

¢) Expand existing programmes aimed at improving the physical access of children
with disabilities to public buildings and areas, including schools and recreational
facilities, and increase the num ber of integrated education programs at pre-primary,
primary, secondary and tertiary levels.

7. Education
(arts. 28, 29 and 31 of the Convention)




52. The Committee is concerned that, despite the Stat§ party’s relative!y high ?velﬂﬁ‘:;:;nggg
.development only primary education is free, yet it welcon;_es the:S _lnf:c;;IT; lvc::l o
is in the i i hool education free. Simi . '
is in the process of making middle sc ol edu . larl,
S?Sr;));rity in emi’)]]ment rates of girls and boys in primary educatolton, tilsgr}gcg;g: ;‘T\:;;giﬁz
i i i the Committee reitera
boys attend higher education. Finally, . :
ﬁgzly (::):}mpetilive ngature of the education system risks hampering the development of the

child to his or her fullest potential.

ittee recommends that the State party: ' ,
> rl;heI{E;)s?TI:e ‘:]uality of public schools, which is low compa::ed to [?rlvatl:a sch(;(;ils, I::)}f
) increasing material resources provided to schools and improving the quality

b) gg:::l::lpg;a time-bound strategy for reducing and eliminating the cost of pre-school

nd secondary education; ' "y - 1
c) flI‘ake effecti:z measures to ensure that higher educaflon is acc&ssnble_ to al‘:rgir;tzl:“
basis of capacity, by promoting the enrollment of girls and addressing p
der stereotypes; ' - '
d) %leell’iew its eduo:zion policy with a view to reducing compe.tltn eness anCd reﬂe.:tct:::&
the aims of education mentioned in art. 29(1) of the Convention and the Commi
General Comment no. 1 on the Aims of Education.

8. Special protection measures .
(arts. 22, 38, 39, 40, 37 (b)-(d), 32-36 of the Convention)

3 | exploitation . . . . 5
gjx%:e szmittee welcomes the enactment in 2000 of the Juvenile Protection Act which a

ices ’ i ittee is
to penalize those purchasing sexual services 'ft:0m children. However,hthe-C?inn‘:?::;edata
concerned that this law is not being effectively !mp.lemenfed, and that t <=::lrea tlsre ik
available on the prevalence of child sexual explouapon. It is also concerne i;:]oa o
idespread phenomenon of “Wonjokyuje” in which adolescent girls engage
w
relationship with older men for money.

i mmends that the State party: = )
o ;h(;)g\?:llt:;“;e;;z(:aal Plan of Action on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children,

i irst and
which includes measures for effective data collection, as agl:eed. at tfht(e::;:;s:en .
Second World Congresses Against Commercial Sexual Exploitation o
1996 and 2001 respectively; . »w
b) Train law enforcement officials, social worker.s and .prosecu.tt?rs on ho::!"to r
monitor, investigate and prosecute complaints, in a.chl.ld-sensmve mantr:) a, roprisl
¢) Ensure that all victims of sexual abuse and exploitation have access PP
i i d services
ecovery and reintegration programmes an o o ol
d) :)evelog preventive measures that target tho.se s-ohcmng and prowlrlduéisese“d
services, such as materials on relevant Ieglsls.ltlon on the sexual aschools .
exploitation of minors and education programs, including programs in

healthy lifestyles.

Juvenile justice

protective disposition may be deprived of their liberty wit
procedures and having access to legal assistance.

57. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) ensure the full implementation of juvenile justice standards and in particular
articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention, as wel] the United Nations Standard
Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules)
and the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juy
(the Riyadh Guidelines), and in the light of the Committee's 1
on the administration of juvenile justice,
personnel in the juvenile justice system;

b) use deprivation of liberty only as a last resort and ensure that all Jjuveniles
involved in protection dispositions that may result in deprivation of liberty have
access to legal counsel at an early stage;

¢) amend legislation in order to eliminate the discretionary power of the public

prosecutor in deciding whether a minor is subject to criminal procedures or
protective dispositions.

995 discussion day
and carry out specialized training for

Children of migrant workers
58. The Committee is concerned that educatj

include specific provisions providing for the welfare and rights of foreign children, in
particular those of undocumented migrant workers.

59. The Committee recommends that the State party: ’
a) amend domestic laws, in particular those on education and social welfare, to
include specific provisions which ensure equal access to services for all foreign
children, including those of undocumented migrant workers;

b) consider ratifying the 1990 International Convention on the Rights of all
Migrant Workers and Members of their Families,

9. Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Amendment to
article 43 (2) of the Convention

60. The Committee notes that the State Party has signed but not ratified the two Optional
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child

prostitution and child pornography, and on the involvement of children in armed conflict,

61. The Committee recommends that the Stat

€ party to ratify the two Optional Protocols to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child

10. Dissemination of documents

12

i




62. In light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the
second periodic report and written replies submitted by the State party be made widely
available to the public at large and children in particular, and that the publication of the report
be considered, along with the relevant summary records and concluding observations adopted
by the Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate debate
and awareness of the Convention and its implementation and monitoring within the
Government, the Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governmental

organizations.

11. Next report

63. In light of the reccommendation on reporting periodicity adopted by the Committee and
described in the report on its twenty-ninth session (CRC/C/114), the Committee
underlines the importance of a reporting practice that is in full compliance with the
provisions of article 44 of the Convention. An important aspect of States parties’
responsibilities to children under the Convention is ensuring that the Committee on the
Rights of the Child has regular opportunities to examine the progress made in the
Convention’s implementation. In this regard, regular and timely reporting by States
parties is crucial. As an exceptional measure, in order to help the State party catch up
with its reporting obligations in full compliance with the Convention, the Committee
invites the State party to submit its third and fourth reports in one consolidated report
by 19 December 2008, the due date for the submission of the fourth report. The
Committee expects the State party to report thereafter every five years, as foreseen by

the Convention.
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PEL e Tere e BRI S Re PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
4a AAe 14 ZAsE 234U AAWE
A olEstdiel weldd AAHE HTF, ? G N b B or T
Hsta, 7t EY e Hsjzte} seA RFolA AEE ALe AETEE A

olESHE WA Rax U olER R ER HFe FA}

: = 2 : g AuF
. FaA e AU vlEE olERKuE AUsE FRUFE 2AGe T 2XNE AY
2. 7 = =2
2 KGV/004/2003
srpas i g & =S FF A8 . . |
e AR5E wde FAd ALE HHel FEE BAAC M2 uT_Li,‘_o] o) % ) The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations Office and
o 234 & i ik goh ® Aol A RHE ol 4ol gl o) ojud ¥ other Intemational Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the United Nations
AAE 75 A‘a'_i:i ) 'ﬂ% A High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to inform the latter that the
FEF EHHQA =XE HE A ' Government of the Republic of Korea will be represented at the meetings for the
) b thd 4 @13, te FAEH FHo e Ad & consideration of the second periodic report of the Republic of Korea on 15 January at the !
o 4759 Folotsel wd HAANAY g o ;_-] = %g} Ag Ango, £ FofolFe T  thirty-second session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to be held in Geneva, from |
o o i 312 o5t A& ¥ AE . : d \ st i |
2 & WA Aofo} g Eﬂv}]z:&?“fi}ﬂ?}j :I:;g.r} 2gdede) et BojolEe] YL BAA7]7 13 to 31 January 2003, by the following delegation: !|i
% FRHAQ ZAbe @4 aE EUT T8l i
CH{ %ﬁj 01_] 5 L 9. #:23hc) Head of Delegation: H.E. Mr. Eui-yong CHUNG
HE EAR NS e SRR Permanent Representative
L T WPstn 2Fuge]l FAA HE selsdA, A% d &% F Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea
1 o AERIFe] & BAFTAE é__:—rlﬁ 3 _;—a; s oAl e slsoieh B
SagdMe v &g FAaAIL FaIE7] AE VH2 Alternate: Mr. Kyung-tae MOON .
N EUAH FHAHE O i g & 8 AL P} :
43 seAElA HEI AEYL A Av=E 1YY AL
o} A3 FjaEolAl 85 A Re —
presentatives: Mr. Youn-soo LEE
g RAwa 2% A ARE HLEIY & AL $Ed Counsellor
A BHEAESL we ol Mydxte] WeE B 9l &8 WE F AE i

2 Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea
A, REAEI #EE 2
28 13g e dn

o} -
z : HE ¥ME s 28
I ol Al ApARe] Z7|GANNEEH WME : i
. jis‘g; galaAel H3E AQNA REAES T AAA o¥-§ FRY
oH‘;

A BRARY WA FdolFUAAUHY AL %

obEol ¥ 4+ YEES & AL AR

; & Ms. So-young ANN
£ ALY ARAZe fol7] sl8 HES AY A FoEn oS
L = bt MOHW
Frgate] AUE XFE ZE I obFe] AE BA}FE TAHAH _.7-‘_*&-% =
i OIT-‘E%‘; bob 1 7bEel Welol B FAZH190)'E HMEY NS AR OHCHR REGISTAY  a S
EHAINL, ‘0| F TR e o B i
18 de) wEstn Ax HFW opdk 14 JAN 20m irst Secretary
5T APEME & LR | g

il Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea
Raciptents : ... [ e womey, by

Ii Mr. Sung-ki Y1
it .......................... Fifet Secretaxy
weatits st erin et nannn s s rterass opes Pemaﬂeﬂt MiSSiOn ofthe Republic ofKorea

Mr. Man-kee MIN

Deputy Director, Human Rights Division
. Ministry of Justice

Ms. Kyung-ah LEE

Assistant Director, Humnan Rights and Social A ffairs Division
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

32y




Mr. Hak-gi KIM
Deputy Director, Family and Welfare Division
MOHW

Mr. Byeong-gap CHOI
Senior Education Researcher, Curriculum Policy Division
Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development

Mr. Sang-won JUNG
Deputy Director, Youth Support Division
Ministry of Culture and Tourism

. Mr. Joong-ho LEE
Deputy Director, Equal Employment Bureau
Ministry of Labor

Mr. Eui-su HWANG
Assistant Director, Commuission on Youth Protection

Mr. Kyo-sun PARK
Education Researcher, School Policy Division
Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development

Advisors: Ms. Moon-hee SUH
Research Fellow
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs

Mr. Yu- ku KANG
Researcher
Korea Institute for Health and Social A ffairs

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations Office and
other International Organizations at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest
consideration. )

Geneva, 10 January 2003
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Palais Wilson S _
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