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I quoted this long extract as it touches on many of the issues presented in this paper.
A. Wife Beating

.Th]s 15 a common experience of many of the young women I meet in areas of sexual exploitation. When a girl
child sees her mother continually beaten by her father she may be emotionally scarred and c. E.l real fi glrf
normal relationships. Fear, guilt and frustration may drive her away from home. Today’s ou:m I e
tolerant of abusive situations at home and yet fall easy victim to abuse once they I;:ave lmmcy sl

Cultural Influences

Throughout history as we know it women in most countries have been discriminated against. Patriarchy
age old system which ensures that women remain second class citizens. It oppresses them politi
economically and socially. In Korea Confucianism reinforced the concepts of patriarchy in society by the k
value it places on men. Patriarchy is so deeply rooted in most cultures that both men and women ha
difficulty in imagining a world of equality. Korean Patriarchal culture places great emphasis on women’s
Men'’s sexuality is encouraged while women are expected to be chaste. This double standard puts an i
burden on women. The tradition goes back to the Yi Dynasty. It demands that women are to be faithful and ¢
According to this ideology even a raped woman is considered scarred and dirty. Therefore a married woman
is raped may be divorced by her husband. In the case of a single woman she may suffer extreme psychol
pain and the fear that she can never get married. In ancient times women carried a small silver knife ont
person (called iJeApp Or Finger knife), so that if raped she could commit suicide and so save her own honeo
that of her family. .

Korea is a country that highly values education yet the education system does nothing to relieve th
placed on women by the chastity ideology. The cducation system and education in the family pl
emphasis on obedience. Children and women must obey their elders, submission is a highly prized virtue. W
in particular are taught to be submissive to men, their brothers, fathers and husbands. Unquestioning
even in a child, leaves that child very vulnerable. When this attitude is inculcated over generations it

B. Child physical abuse

Violence or over strictness directed at the children by either parent can also lead to guilt feelings, lack of self-

worth, anger and rebellion. This too is a cause of children running away from home and they are easy prey to the
allurements and deceptions of the sexual exploitation industry.

3. Sexual Abuse 2

A. Child sexual abuse

aI:ml‘:: 2i::_0; czsart:l); ::e;b::: occurs and irrespective of' whether or not the person remembers it, child sexual
5, - can have a deeply wounding effect. It would take too long to go into it in an
detall. hejre. While many survivors of child sexual abuse do learn healthy coping skills, some do enter a lift o)if'
zstlmﬁon for various reasons. If the abuse was incestuous the young girl may run a\:.ray from home Ar:de or
au " . P . '
- ;:O ssl;t:uf;eoils guilty and dirty already, has lost her virginity, she may feel that the only thing for her to do is to
W_hen we hear of child sexual abuse we usually feel outraged. But when the child grows up and becomes a
:c:::::tf woman we often point the finger atlhe.r ?nd stigmatize her. We forget that the first person to violate her,
E T her sacred s-pace and steal away her virginity, her dignity as a woman, may have been her father, brother,
. j:s : trusted frlen.d. The face of every woman in prostitution masks a history which is often kept secret ﬁ'on;
1de world, but in the company of other abused and exploited women it can be shared without fear.

women very vulnerable to the demands of men.

In a culture which places such a high value on women’s chastity why are so many young women
sexual exploitation today? While not forgetting the fact that men’s sexuality and its free expression is
and generally accepted, I will attempt to examine some common clements in the backgrounds of the

involved in prostitution today.
B. Rape

ﬁ:{};ﬂ; ::::“ fso;:] ;f sexulal abuse. is‘tltaumatir.: for the victim, rape is particularly so. Victims describe the after
g, r: taz;r:;e},l 08s of vTrglnl.ty, feeling dllrty and- different from others. Given the cultural background
o — t:w a victim might end u? in prostitution. Reporting it to the police or talking about it to
- in_es ::s; e traurnfl. One young girl I know did report her rape to the police and the man who
B . - But the police went to her home and informed her family. The family were so afraid that

neighbors might find out that they asked her to leave home. Feeling hopeless, having lost everything and with

1. Dysfunctional families

These include unstable families, broken families due to death or divorce, stepparents, abuse

particularly on the part of the husband.

2. Violence in the Home
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no place to go she went into prostitution. She has since left and is making tremendous efforts to overcome all hej
hurts. Al
Statistics 1 :
prostitution. In Korea research needs to be done in this area but the women
to say that at least 70% were sexually abused before taking up this way of life. _
Many people think of prostitution as a necessary evil. They say that many more people would be raped if thes
was 1o prostitution. Experience seems t0 prove that this is not so. In spite of the fact that there are about ¢

million women involved in prostitution there are an estimated 250,000 women raped each year. According

Attorney General’s Office there were 5,000 reported rape incidents in the 1980’s. The former number is ba
the fact that only about 2% of the actual cases are reported. Rather than a necessary evil could it not be
prevalence of prostitution creates an image of all women as sexual objects and further reinforces the ide;

men’s sexual urges have priority over women'’s rights.
it

n the U.S.A. show that about 90% of the women were victims of sexual abuse before en

working in brothels that I have spe

1

4. Economic Background

In the study already quoted by Park Jung-eun it states that 91.6% of women in prostitution had run away

home. (5,032 women were surveyed). Less than two-thirds of the women sampled(60.5%) said they
ost women when asked will say they are in prostituti

prostitutes to earn money. In my experience m
money. But a deeper look at the reality of their lives almost always reveals the above mentioned backgrounds

away from home money and a place to stay are immediate needs. To attract

young people who have run
news p

there are adds in many strategic places like stickers in toilets and adds in job opportunity
Market etc.) These adds offer ‘monthly wages of 2-3 million won (about 2-3,0008), for young women, &

board, no experience necessary’. Often it is only when the young person arrives at the place of empla

she becomes aware of what kind of work it is and the pimps, Coffee shop owners etc. are very good at convi

them that this is the right job for them.
Real poverty is a factor in some cases and many of these young women send
take up prostitution.

money home reg

Unmarried mothers are another group who for gconomic reasons may

Trafficking in Women ¢
There are various forms of trafficking in women. The type that gets most media attention is direct X dn

Here a woman is induced and sold into prostitution through rape, often gang rape, cigarette burns and
may also be threatened that photoes taken while she was being raped will be released. In a culture

such a high value on chastity and places the responsibility on the woman to protect it, it is easier to un
psychological barrier that can prevent a woman from escaping, apart from the fact that her life might be
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if she tries to run away.

Ot‘her. than this kind of trafficking there is the much more widespread and insidious kind that is f
Prf;st:utmn. I will give you an example. A young girl runs away from home and goes to a job center. l;:rsth(:: i:n:::
;:;1 (:) ; a;cl ;r;;x::cts l:;; I:I::ﬁo:al I.Iegistration card to the center and contracts herself to work in a Coffee Shop,

f ° o BlE e gl-ven an advance payment of about | million Won(1,300$) and a month to rest
before taking up the job. That is a very attractive proposition to a young girl who has run fi
horfle.(?robably not all job centers offer this service but it is difficult to know.) These are man t: i ro'm
:]:ch job centers buy and sell young women and once in debt it is difficult for them to free m:;se:e: zstlt:
tr:f;l :ﬂ :r‘egr?nl;xf: e::; 1::1);:? senf to one of th‘e Islands from which escape is almost impossible. International !

. ' : 1s mainly to Japan in the name of artistic performers. There are about 10,000 Kor I

women in the entertainment industry in Japan. ’ . | J
culImn raed::riimt; to -al;of this the breakdown of traditional values in the society caused by urbanization, the New Age ‘
e influe ia i i ’ |

- e :;; ic::ﬁt:: :::la:: tr:edla in the lives of our young people, are contributing factors to the I

To sum up I will attempt to list the syste
ms that ituti 2
put in place. d support prostitution and suggest some services that should be |

Systems That Support Prostitution
1. The Customers
2. Pimps and brothel owners etc.

3. Sex Tourism Organizers

4. Advertisement systems

5. Job Centers

6. The Police Who Accept Bribes

7. Pornography and its Creators

8. The Media Which Commercializes Sex

9. Money Lenders (who help people set up brothels and other similar places)
10. Discrimination Against Women

1. ; -
1. Low wages and Generally Poor Working Conditions Particularly in the Case of Unskilled Women

Systems and Services That Need to be Put in Place

1. Support and Counseling for Families and Teenagers

2. Open Door Shelters for Teenagers Who Run Away From Home

3. Comprehensive Sex Education (which includes attitudinal change about men’s ability to control their sexual
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urge and gives equal responsibility to men and women over the sexual act)

4. Day Care Centers for Children
5. Freer access to Mother and Baby Homes

Finally, what is vitally needed in today’s society is to have an in-depth study done on the reasons v
sexually exploit women in spite of the development of the human person psychologically and emotionally. W

women must face the fact that we have been unable to challenge the basic inequality between the sex

power that men ex
whole and healthy for both sexes.

310

ercise over women and have the courage now to begin to create a new society which w

KOREAN CONFUCIAN IDEOLOGY AND FAMILY VIOLENCE

By:Sang-duk Lee

Vice President,

Korea Women’s Hotline
-Presented at the Beijing. NGO _Eorum on WOMEN__

I. Characteristics of Confucian Ideology

Confucian ideology has existed in Korean society for over 500 years. The
patriarchical Confucian tradition, as the central ideology of Korean society, provides
the foundation for the hiétory of suppression of Korean women. The core ideology
of Confucianism, the so-called “three bonds and five moral disciplines of human
relations,” emphasizes the virtues of loyalty to the ruler, filial piety and obedience
towards one’s parents, and the notion that the fidelity/ chastity of a wife is
equivalent to maintaining order and “good rule” of one’s country.

1). Males and Females in the Confucian Tradition

In Confucianism, the male and female are thought to be one complementary
whole of a sphere referred to as “Yin/Yang.” In this sphere of light and dark
elements, the male is depicted as the light element, i.e., “Yang” element and the
female as the dark element, ie., “Yin"” element. “Yang” is the heaven, the source of
the creation of the world, while the “Yin” is the earth, the ground. The male is

portrayed as the noble, active existence; while the woman is seen as the humble,

passive, obedient existence. As the male element of “yang” is the providence of the
universe and is seen to dominate and rule over “yin;” in principle, the male is
superior to the female element of “yin.”

During the Chosun Dynastic period of Korean history, Confucianism became
the dominant ruling ideology and patriarchy became firmly embedded into the
society and culture. The Chosun Dynasty was a feudal society in which there were
distinct social classes. The ruling class, in order to secure their social status and
protect the purity of their family lineage, emphasized the fidelity of the woman.
One of the 7 “worst” evils of a woman was her inability to produce sons; this
became grounds for a man to utilize other women to produce their sons.

From the onset of the Chosun Dynasty, the rulers promulgated the policy of
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tuous woman and endeavored to firmly root this mentality into

n who epitomized exemplary virtue and
ch an award provided opportunities for
al class mobility was limited, this was

promoting the vir
the culture. They would select the woma

award her for her chastity and loyalty. Su

social movement, and in a society where soci
ccasion for all. The downtrodden/ ruined families could restore their

names and places in society, the commoner (p'yong min) received exemption from
+the burden of heavy taxes, and the lowly (ch’on min) had the opportunity of rising
in social status to that of commoner. In 1485, a law was enacted that prohibited the
progeny of women who had married more than twice, from entering into a

nt post. As the notion of absolute womanly virtue was demanded of all
or whatever reason, was seen to be

opportune O

‘governme
women, any woman who re-married, f
disgraceful to her family and her society. Such legislation and systemic

discrimination of women exacerbated oppression of women in society. An infinite - :

¢ women were indoctrinated with the notion that they must sacrifice their

number o
o disregard their abilities for the sake

own selves and that it was their duty and role t

- of family glory.
2) Family Relations Appearing in Confucian Ideology

Subordination ethics of patriarchy and subjugation of women is clairvoyant
in familial relations of Confucianism. The distinct roles of wife and husband in
y connotes the discrimination of woman and man. Furthermore,

s

Confucian ideolog
in terms of the parent-child relationship, listening and obeying to the words of an
adult was seen as virtuous and filial piety was emphasized; this lay the ideological -
base for the historical relationship between the “old and young.” In this kind of il
traditional patriarchical society of the Chosun dynasty, women and children had
rights and were not recognized as individuals. .

There is a saying that “a man must rule over his family if he is to rule over.
his country.” A man should rule over himself, then rule over his family, before he
is able to rule over his country. This kind of Confucian familial relationship, in =
which all rights of the family were entrusted to the husband and father, was i
indicative of how women and children were considered as properties of the male.
This Confucian mentality and indoctrination still exists in Korea, violating the =
freedom of the individual and principle of equality; in addition, it has created

31>

systemic violence and abuse in the Korean home
II. Family Violence a enerall not" m Confuci )
1) Are the Wife and Child Properties of the Husband?

In Korean society, there are a few well-known proverbs with respect to the
acceptance of physical abuse of wives and children: “beat your wife and yoﬁr dried
.pollack (i.E.!., fish) every 3.days;” “only if you beat your wife will she taste good;” “the
mOf‘e precious your child, the more you must beat that child as you raise it.” :[hese
are just a few of the many Korean sayings that are suggestive of woman'’s i;\feriority
::1:1 ac;ceptfancel of féﬂ\il)f violence in Korean society. The man was considered to be

' ruler of the family and the woman must be absolutely obedient to the man
This pu'rpc?rts that the conscious endeavors of Chosun Dynastic rulers to creatt;.
Fo:hfumanfsm as the ruling ideology led to the suppressio;\ of women and violence
129 htl :;:ungizss:;;:t. The conc.ept that the wife and child are properties belonging to
‘ . mbedded in Korean society today. If a man were to beat his
wife or child on the street and passersby would attempt to interfere, the man 1d
say, “this is my wife (or my child) and is none of your business wha:: I do.” Y

2) Is Family Violence a Personal Problem?

. Korean society, as it is steeped in the patriarchical Confucian ideolo,
consx'ders personal life to be firmly divided and out of the realm of public i}fr; A
norm-mterference in private affairs is legally accepted, it becomes difficult for . 's
to interfere in domestic violence cases such as child abuse, molestation, in s'c0 .
spousal abuse, and rape. This allows for the perpetuation' of male don;in C:S i’
the family. Even if there is interference, there are no effective methods foar Vi
trea:trnent nor rational solutions to the problem. Furthermore, it is difficult for th
varlc.n?s women'’s and children’s groups that are concerned with this issue t ;
mobilize and be active. ' A

. -Wltlen the Korean Women'’s Hotline was formed in 1983, there was an
editorial in a well-known Korean newspaper that derided and criticized the Center,

asserting th i i
g that such family matters were private affairs and should be of no concern
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to “outsiders,” such as women's organizations. Even in the case of child abuse,
similar opinions and attitudes are extant. Due to the long history of the Confucian
tradition, not only is physical punishment and verbal abuse of children tolerated; it =
is encouraged and considered necessary for the sake of discipline. ]
Due to this kind of mentality with respect toeﬁﬁgfggl.ﬁiol%e E&d.m%}fal

abuse, many wives and children have keen kille en such cases Of severe

- physical and emotional abuse have been reported, the police have considered such
cases as problems of marital/ parent-child relationships or personal problems, and
therefore, not within their sphere of authority. They usually do not even

" investigate such cases.
3) Confucian Ideology and Its Victims

The indoctrination of Confucian ideology in Korean society has led Koreans
to believe that it is a woman’s role is to look after the family, help one’s husband, '
" and take care ot the children. Women who were abused by their husbands and use i
the shelter of Korean Women'’s Hotline, believe that they have not looked after the
family properly and feel a strong sense of guilt. &
If a woman leaves her child at home, or her husband, she is looked upon as
thinking only about her own well-being and is denigrated in society. This becomes
one of the main reasons that the woman, after receiving abuse, will return to her 4
home. Not only are the women victims of abuse; they are also receive scorn from E
- society following the abuse because it is believed that the women behaved
unvirtuously to receive such treatment. People in her immediate community
say, “oh, she must have done something terribly wrong to be beaten lake that.”
Also extant in Korean tradition is the notion that once a woman is married,
she must remain faithful to her husband no matter what the circumstances. Even
her own mother and father will not accept her if she has left the home. This kind ©
Confucian ideology makes if difficult for a woman to remove any feelings of guilt |
she may have for Jeaving the home even if she has been abused. Furthermore, due
to feelings of economic insecurity, women will ‘endure their husband’s beatings, 3
rather than get a divorce in that it is the only way to survive. Women who are
abused by their husbands believe it is their fault and try to hide the problem fror 3
their friends and neighbors and bear the burden of pain. Children, too, must obey

1%

their parnets and endure the physical/ emotional abuse.
3 th':l::;:yd ;fdpi:t:zrdﬁcal' Confucian idet-alo.gy, as cie-cribf.‘;l"'a.i?{ove, is EF‘lbte;‘dde
into the socjety and is @ systemic proplem, It i insitutionalized in Korean politcs
the police, the press/ media, and the legal sphere. It is problematic that soc1e rd —
not consider‘\‘qi;qllence toward women and children to be significant issues ofty. .
zzr;::z.c f: :ll:j;ega;:; t;ere are virtually no policies nor laWsl-to help vicfihis of
' . . orean Women'’s Hotline, therefore, along with other:
women’s groups and civic organizations are actively working for-legiSIaﬁon to.-

ES

Next year, Korea will hold its National Assembly elections. As we are

currently lobbying for a Family Violence Prevention Law, the Korean W '

b . ' : n Women's

A:} _lmz ls strategy is to publicly campaign for a this law and support National '
sembly candidates who purport such a law. Following the elections, we wiil

continu i i
: -e our efforts in the campaign for such a law regarding the legal protection
for victims of family violence. b
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Combine Social Forces
to Eliminate Violence against Women

Zhang Bohua
Standing Committee Member of CWF

According to the “platform for action
“yiolence against women” means any act of gender-based violence (physical or psychological) that results in,

likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm on suffering to women, whether occurring in p

private life. To eliminate all forms of violence against women, project their human rights and improve their §

are unshirkable duties of China’s non-governmental organizations, particularly women’s federations at

levels which extend all over the country.

are two possible kinds of threats of violence that Chinese women |

Violence in family or public life
lasted for thousands of years

possibly encounter at present times of peace. As China’s feudal society

influence of the old idea of “superiority of men over women” still remains, along with a few people’

standard of morality and inadequate awareness of law, family violence still exists in China, despite that

sharp decrease in their occurrence compared with the days before 1949. Investigations in China’s six
and municipalities made by the Institute of Population Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social in 1
showed that, in urban areas there were 1.57% of families in which husbands beat their wives, while in

it was about 4.68 %. Now, on average, nearly 400,000 couples are divorced every year (the divorce rate

1.5%). Among them, family violence makes up 1/4 of the reasons for their divorce. This phenomeno

received much attention of the Chinese government and people of various cycles.

In China, violence against women in public mainly takes the form of abducting of an
Such crimes were once brought to an end after the founding of New China. However, they re-emerged

1980s in the economically and culturally backward areas, remote border areas or faraway rural areas. &
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eco-nomic interests, some criminals, taking advantage of differences in economic and living standards among
various places, set traps for women by their sweet words. Finally, some women fell into their traps, being injured
raped or tricked into a marriage. To severely crack down such criminal acts seriously infn'ngir;g on women‘s:
human rights, China’s judicial departments have exerted great efforts all along. In 1991, the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress of China supplemented and amended relevant provisions of the criminal law,
and formulated the “Decision on Severe Punishment of Criminals of Abducting of and Trafficking in Women am;
Children”. According to the statistics of 1991 and 1992, the public security organs in China cracked more than
50,000 cases of abducting of and trafficking in women and children, caught over 70,000 human traffickers and
rescued nearly 40,000 victims and handled dozens of cases involving serious to women. Crimes of abducting of
and trafficking in women have been effectively checked. ’

For the purpose of punishing and eliminating violence against women, the All-China Women’s Federation, a
majorl orgamzanon representing Chinese women'’s fundamental and special interests, is, together with other mass
organizations, joining efforts with the Government in the following aspects.

I. Further improve legislative mea i
. sures protecti ’'s i
interests. P ng women'’s rights and

In China, a complete set of legal systems protecting women’s rights and interests and enhancing equality
between men and women have been firmed, with the Constitution as the base and the Law of the People’s
Republic of China on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women as the main body, including special
laws and regulations, local rules and administrative rules of various government depar,tments Women's
federations, representing women'’s interests, have actively participated in perfecting laws and ;cgulations
cor!cerning the protection of women’s rights. For example, in 1985 the Shanghai Women’s Federation took an
acl}ve part in the formulation of “Rules of Shanghai on the Protection of the Legal Rights of Women and
Children”, which is the first one of local rules in China safeguarding women’s and children’s rights and interests
In tT:e course of its implementation, the Shanghai Women’s Federation has also constantly advanced their opinions.
:m its revision after continuous investigations and research work. Then in 1990, another law of women -the
‘Regulation of Shanghai on the Protection of Women and Children”- which is even more comprehensive than the
‘foxmer one, - was formulated their own local rules. It was on the foundation of these rules and regulations that the
i[-aw of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women” emerged as the
times demanded Women'’s federation also played important roles in working out local measures for the

iﬂl > . ‘ . i 5
- Implementation of this women’s law in their respective provinces and municipalities.
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IL. Eliminate violence against women and punish law breakers according_"-
law.

The key to whether a law can protect women'’s rights or not lies in its enforcement. Only when it is follo
and enforced strictly, violations of law are investigated and law breakers are punished, can the dignity of law
defended and legal rights and interests of broad women masses be protected. Knowing all these perfectly
many non-governmental organizations in China have taken an active part in the supervision and impleme

of the laws and regulations protecting women’s rights and interests, and women’s federations are the mo;

important force among them.

First, women’s federations at different levels have adopted various measures to help judical departm
bring criminals infringing upon woman’s human rights to trial, and imposed sanctions upon them accordil
law. Women jury system has been instituted in Jixi City of Heilongjiang Province, Ningdu Country of Ji
Province, Putuo District of Shanghai Municipality and some other places. This means, people who Wi
women can serve on a jury specially inviter by local courts and participate in handling typical cases infringir

upon women's rights and interests.
Second, make accepting, receiving and handling the complaints lodged by women through correspond

personal visits an important part of the day-to-day work of women’s federations in defending women’s ri

interests, exhausting every possible means to relieve women victims of their worries, remove their difficult

uphold justice for them.

Actions of women's federations to check and eliminate violence against women have won great sup bor
other non-governmental organizations and judical department. In 1994, a legal medical expert clinic
Beijing’s Highest People’s Court, the first legal medical expert clinic about family violence, was set up, p
fair judical expertise for women who were injured in the family. In the last two years, about 50 women
Beijing went to the court as prosecutors with the clinic’s judical expertises in their hands. In October
Shanghai Women's Federation, supported by the Women Lawyer’s Federation, set up a Women Lawyer
for Providing Free Legal Advisory Service. Within six months, it offered legal consulting servi
person/time free of charge. Since 1995, the Luwan District Women’s federation in Shanghai has 0!
together with public security department, a rights-defending network to handle complaint lodged by
victims and achieved remarkable success. In the first six months of that year, they handled 26 comp
family violence. In the latter half of the year, there were only 3 complaints. And no complaints at all
Some public security organs of the district accept day and night complaints lodged by women, s0 tii2
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v:olenc.e against a woman will be held back as soon as it appears. Besides, “hot lines” and “hot lines for
com ily vi i ! i
plaints about family violence”, set up by women’s federations and other mass organizations, have also

aPpel:a:ed om? after another, playing very good roles in the prevention of family violence, in consoling women
victims, and in helping them to conduct suits.

Now i izati
e n t.he whole country, there are more than 2,000 organizations offering legal consulting service. Majority
of the provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the central government, have set up

relevant organs to protect women’s rights and interests. At country level and above, 85-90% of the departments
concerned have legal advisory offices.

IIL. Intensify the publicity of legal ) !
gal systems, improve ! :
prevent troubles before they happen. . P g women’s qualities and

To elimi i i it is hi
y inate violence against women, it is highly necessary to check it resolutely before it is done or when it is
in i ! i
. the embryonic stages. Hence, women’s federations and some non-governmental organizations have taken
vigorous actions to carry out work in the following aspects.

1. Make energetic efforts to publicize laws and regulations such as the “Law of the People’s Republic of China
on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women”, striving to form a social atmosphere in which
safeguarding women'’s rights is regarded as an honor and violence against women is a shame. On March 8th eve
year, many district women'’s federations give publicity to the women’s law and organize women judges a;:
lawyer.s to set up sidewalk stands to offer legal advisory service to women free of charge. National as well as local
magazmes, newspapers, broadcasting and TV stations have all reported news about and held open discussions on
typical cases of violence against women. In some provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions, competitions
on legal knowledge have been organized, so as to make the law known to every household and’ go dz: into
people’s mind. For instance, in a legal knowledge competition organized by the Shanghai Women’s Fede:;tion
the number of participants of the municipality came up to 200,000. |

2. Perfect mechanism for social control. It always takes a process for a man to finally commit violence against
@ woman, especially family violence. So it is extremely important to stop it at its embryonic stage by ideological
W?rk, bringing about a radical change in the situation before it develops into a serious case. Cadres working with
neighbourhood (town and township) women's federations have paid great attentions to the mediation of dii utles
between husband and wife, when they handle complaints lodged by women through correspondence or per:onal
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visits. Under the guidance of judicial departments, mass mediation-organizations have been set up in vil
committees -community organizations at the very grass-roots level. Now in the whole country, there are more
10 million mediators. All there have helped greatly to the prevention of intensification of family contradictions

and to the combat against family violence.
3, Strive to improve women’s qualities.

First of all, enable women to know and understand the law and learn to protect themselves with
weapon. In Nanshi District of Shanghai, there is a woman who was always beaten and cursed by her husbar
Since 1992 when she took part in the law class organized by the Women Worker’s Committee of the fa
where she works, she has changed her idea that the disgrace of a family should never be spread out, and app
to the District Women’s Federation. Cadres of the Federation educated and criticized her husband for
times, finally they succeeded in persuading him to give up vice and return to virtue. There are plenty of exampl
like this in China.

Second, help women learn to read and write and acquire technical skills so as to shake off poverty and beco
independent both economically and in character. It is precisely because of poverty and ignorance that wom
some remote and faraway rural areas are easily deceived by human traffickers. And some others have put up
their husband’s insults in meek submission simply because they can not support themselves economi
Therefore, in 1989, the All-China Women's Federation, in cooperation with over 10 relevant gov
departments, launched a campaign of “double learning (learning to read and write as well as acquiring t
skills), and double competing (competing with each other on achievements and contribution)” in rural
over the country, in which nearly 2 hundred million women participated. Among them, more than 10 mill
became literate and over 1 hundred million received various kinds of practical skill-training, several !
thousand were awarded the title of agro-technicians, and meanwhile agricultural households headed by
emerged in large numbers. In such families, women’s incomes have been greatly increased, some of W
make up 60-70% of the family’s total earnings. In towns and cities throughout China, women'’s federati

organized activities to encourage women to render meritorious services and carried out the “re-emp!
project”, to help women at their posts make greater contributions to their work and assist those who h
laid off work to find new jobs again. All these have far-reaching significance on the elimination of viole

against women and the advancement of women.

4. Combine the study of law and science and the advocacy of a civilized, progressive way of life vit
development of courtyard economy, with the aid of the campaign of “Five-Good Families” (model famili
virtues), which has been carried out throughout the country. All these have strengthened psychological lin
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and harmonious relations among family members, effectively putting an end to different kinds of crimes including
violence against women. Over the years, about 10 million families have been chosen and commended by the All-
China Women's Federation as “Civilized Families” and “Five-Good Families”.

Violence against women is a global problem that exists in every corner of the world. The Chinese women and
non-governmental organizations sincerely hope to join our hands with sisters and non-governmental organizations

all over the world to strive for our common goal - eliminating violence against women and achieving equality,
development and peace through our actions.
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Domestic Violence

B. Baasanbat
Psxchologist of Center Against Domestic Violence

In many families men violate women as an everyday occurrence of life. this unequal behavior is the effe ;I,=.:.
the stereotypic roles of men and women. There is a proverb “Beat a goat and a wife once in a month, they
themselves why they are beaten”. There is a need to speak about creating a person centered society, recognizing
that human rights are violated within the family. The victims of violence are mainly women and chi i
Violence exists in every level of society regardless of age,, education, wealth.

Becoming free from the belief that violence is a private matter between husband and wife; and consi
violence as a crime committed against human rights, and being in the attention of the UN, the struggle in
country of the world against violence help to reduce it. While the issues of protecting women and children
the violence is considered within the Government Policy in the highly developed countries, in our country it
spoken by the NGOs. In June 1995 three Mongolian NGOs LEOS, Women for Social Progress Movement &
Women Lawyers Association bad initiated a project to reduce domestic violence against women and chill
Mongolia, and set up a Center Against Domestic Violence. The main objectives of the Center are;

1. To change the social perception of the violence, thus make amendments in the Family Codes;
2. To provide victims of violence with the psychological and legal counseling, if necessary to house them fi =‘

14 days free of charge.

Though the Center was established not so long ago, we have been publicizing the causes and prevailing for
of domestic violence in Mongolia. As a result of this the issues addressed on the domestic violence, was in |
in the Programme of Action, implemented during the National Forum conducted by the Government in }
1996. We consider this as our first step to influence the Government.

One feature of our organization is the workers of the Center as the survivors of violence,, who come to stay
the Shelter House, keep in secret the location of the Shelter House and the matters of other victims. Women
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come to us become very happy, finding out that there are many women, with the same problems all over the
World not only in our country, and they can unite to struggle against violence. Although we have been working
hard for one year, we could not achieve our goals as well as we wanted, but our struggle is like declaring a war of
consciousness and there is no way to go back.

Looking at the survey we have made between the women, clients of the Shelter House, it is clear that most of
them live under the violence of their husband; do not have rights to work; have to live in house arrest under the
husband’s suspicious, separated from the friends and relatives. There are a lot of men wanting to make his wife as
an obedient slave. In this situations women survive under the violence for many years and at last they got
exhausted, decide to put an end to this life and come to us looking for whom to address. The legal institutions, law
courts insufficiently understand the problems of women and make wrong decisions. This means that the social
protection of women is not satisfactory. For instance, a women named D. wrote us a letter and we went to see her
as she asked in her letter. 12 years ago because of her husbands violence she got blind, her husband threatened his
2 daughters and raped them for many years. However, the court decided to divorce the family, but let a violent
husband to share a flat with the women and they still in danger. Another example is, a husband, has been beating
his wife for many years and when she got a defect in her brain cerebrum, thus having nervous disorder,, husband
just took their 2 children and left her. There was a woman, who lived under the constraint pressure for many
years, asking us to help to emigrate abroad, as her husband always threatens her to find her kill anyway, if she
divorces him. The most contemptible case, that father, stepfather, brother, grandfather or one of relatives rape
their daughters, young girls happening in hide.

This way the time for the legal institutions to give attention that the number of homeless people-women, going
with their children is increasing, has come.

The main reason of increasing of the domestic violence is the conditions to protest it in the legal and moral
standards is not is not formed yet. Domestic violence is like a crime committed with the force, and the outcomes
reveals in the next generation. There are many forms of violence, but in Mongolia the most common forms of
violence are the following;

L. Physical violence; beating, health damage, murder

2. Emotional violence; insult with words, suspect, threaten

3. Sexual assault; to treat like an objective to meet his wishes

It is hard to reveal the exact number of women, who suffer from the violence, in our condition, but to find out
the understanding of people of the violence, what forms of violence is dominated in the society, what kind of
people become the victims of violence we made a survey in a capital city and in 21 provinces. From 4100 pages
we distributed, 3300 pages were valid. 57.6% of the people involved in the survey were female, 26.4% male, 17%
were schoolchildren. 62% believe that violence is a rape. 70% of women who are under the violence live under
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the physical and emotional pressure; 20.9% under the economic pressure; 9.1% under the sexual violence. |
who are over 20 years violate their wives physically and mentally all the time; the wives of men who are
ages got under the pressure of relatives, because of not having their own flats. We also tried to find out h
women overcome the violence and save their children; 44.6% are tolerant, 22.1% seeks for others help and
their home for a few days; 14.8% argue and fight with their husbands, 30% of women who get patient dus
violence are young women (17-25 ages), 54.5% are women over the 36 years, 21.9% of women indical
there appeared blue spots on the body; 14.6% got a damage in cerebrum; 8.8% remained scars on the body, 1¢
got in the sexual relation unwillingly; got fired from the jobs. To the question how they concern &
violating and beating their wives, 40.8% of men answered that it is possible to be within the family.
There are many reasons of women tolerating their husbands violence, they;

-love her husband

-afraid to lose her reputation

-afraid children to be orphan

-don’t have a place to go

-think this is what they deserve

-threatened

-hope her husband to keep his promise and change
-because of economic crisis

-because of stereotypical perception in the society.
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DAY CARE PROJECT
—FAMILY DAY CARE MODEL

Shu—Chen Yu

% C.C.F. Taipei Family Hefper Project -
% The Nanny Association

PREAMBLE

How to raise children is a very important issue. Many parents
try to figure out the best method and find a good child care
provider to their children. They want the place is safe,loving
and warm, and the provider is kind,friendly and professional. In
gerenal, there are three types of child care model currently.
First,grandparents or relatives take over the responsibility to
help young parents revolving child care problems. Second,day
care centers provide child care services to families who have
infant,little kids or preschool children. Third, family day
care/hoﬁe day care is coming into vogue in our society resently.
It is considered a professional approach in child care field.

Accoeding to social structure’ s transfering and
argricultural—socity developing into industrial—society * the
majoruty people move to big cities and change their life which _
they have been had. Economic activities develop so fast and “ jl
women get education opportunities becoming more popular that ;E
most women would like to work in stead of staying at home when '

they married. For working woman, if they want to possess family
and work when they have baby, they have to face the child care
issue. It is very tough to manage child care problems, because
the majority families who are lived in big cities are core “
families and no family members who live with each other can w
take over the child care responsibility.

|

An research indidicate that most working parents leave their H

children in family day care/home day care rather than day care I
center or others. Family day care/home day care not only

provides a living, but also offers a home which children can i
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learn and experience the benefits of a family and of living
social interaction.

C.C.F.Taipei Family Helper Project haved advocated family day
care program for 9 years and establish a initial model. It
becomes a modern phenomena nowadays in Tgiwan and some
organizations follow up this model to provide the training
program for family day care/home day care providers to enhance .
their knowledge and skills of child care field.

AIMS TO FAMILY DAY CARE/HOME DAY CARE

A.Improving child care provide ~ s professional knowledge and
skills.

B.Helping working parents to revolving child care problems.

C.Increasing vocational opportunities for housewife to earn
extra money at home.

D.Relaxing nursery or day care institution pressure.

MAIN CONDITIONS FOR OBJECT

A.Housewife and being a mother.

B.Educational status at least junior high school.

C.Betweeﬁ age 25 and 55.

REQUIREMENTS FOR FAMILY DAY CARE/HOME DAY CARE
PROVIDERS

A.Having taken requirements core courses and willing to
retrain.

B.Loving child.
C.Health and no bad habits (including family members) .
D.Full-time child care provider.

E.Cleaning and enougth space for children to play or make a
activities.
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F.Servicing nutrition for children.

G.Under age 12,at most 3 children.

TYPES OF FAMILY DAY CARE/HOME DAY CARE

A.Day care: It provides 8 to 10 hours services and the first
choice for child care providers. '

B.Day and night care: Twenty-four hours services in this type.
It takes more time and spirit to take care of children and
needs family member ~ s support during the night. time.

C.Half-day care: It usually servuces for preschool students
or elementary school students, because they go to school in
the morning in some periods. and back to child care
provider ~ s home to do homework,to read books or to play
untill parents pick them up.

D.Temporatory care: It is not popular, because the child care
provides worry about the adaption of the childred who need
a couple hours care. For parents, this type of care is very
useful when parents have to do something and can not take
children with them.

E.Others: It is not a regular schedule,so parents and
providers have to discuss the time table and make a
agreement with eath other.

CONTAINS OF TRAINING COURSES AND HOURS

A.Child Development-——----——- 8 hrs.

B.Child Nutrition and Care--—------- 12 hrs.
C.Introduction of Family Day Care-——-————- 4 hrs.
D.Family Relationship and Life Management--—--—-———— 4 hrs.
E.Parenting———-—-—— 2 hrs.

F.Child Creativity--————-——- 4 hrs.

G.Child Dentition Protection-—————---- 2 hrs.

H. Introduction of Fever———————— 2 hrs,

[.Child Care Services Policy and Statute-————————— 4 hrs
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J.Child Mental Retard and Treetments—————————- 8 hrs.

K.Child Dissert———————— 2 hrs.

L.Facility and Security——————""— 4 hrs.

M.Communicating Between Parents and Provides—————-——- 4 hrs.
N.Child Malady—-—-————— 8 hrs.

0.Preventive Injection and Relevant Disease-————————— 2 hrs.
P.Role of Day Care Provider ~ s Life and Work—————————— 2 hrs.
Q.Child Toys and Toys Choice-———————— 4 hrs.

R.Child Play and Revelant Issues———————— 4 hrs.

S.Child Protective Services————————"- 4 hrs.

T.Emergency Prevention and Rescue of Child--———-——-- 4 hrs.
U.Experiences Sharing————— 2 hrs.
V.Internship——————- 16 hrs.

STRUCTURE CHART AND MISSION

Taipei City Government

|

Counseling Committee < Taipei Family Helper Project — Councilor Group

|

Certification Training Home Visit Advertising  Affairs
Section Section Section Section Section

A.Taipei City Government: Promote and supervise project;
Support project budget, provide training facities and give
certification.

B.Taipei Family Helper Project; Design, implement and report
project.

C.Councilor Group: Advocate and assist project: Give
suggestion to resolve problems which occur during the
implementation period.

D.Counseling Committee: Involve and promote project :Give
evaluation; Support training courses. -

E.Certification Section; Check child care provider ~ s
conditions (inculding self,family members, health, living
space ———etc.) and give certification when they finish all
training coursrs. '

F.Training Section: Arrange training courses; Follow up
family day care/home day care provider ~ s services.

G.Home Visit Section: Make home visit; Build professional
relationship with family day care/home day care providers;
Propose periodical analysis and evaluation of the project.

H.Advertising Section: Arrange reporter meeting; Design
project advertisements; Do public relationship.

[.Affairs Section: Office clerk; Give an account of budget;
Record all project expense.

SERVICE PROCESS

A.Family Day Care/Home DAY care Providers

Apply — Interview — Medical Inépection — Home Visit —
Take training courses — Give certification — Follow up

B.Parents

Apply — Give family day care provider ~ s name list —
parents and providers negotiate the contions by themselves
— Make a aggrement.

CONCLUSION

After being trained, family day care/home day care providers
not only give very high appreciation on this program but also
wish the government can make statute to establish a professional
in§titution in this field. They are very active to struggle with
raising social status, because they used to be a nanny in the

past time and got a lower confidence and self-esteem in that
period.
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Taipei Family Helper Project have dong thg fa@ily day carE
project since 1987, and made a initial LnSt}tUFIOH. The members
who have ever taken training courses and organlzeglfhe Nanny
Association in Taiwan do a lot of positive athVItleS and )
training of child care issues. they win good image from parenhs
and community. They are more respected then usual, even thoug
they also keep learning.

Through the past couple years eXperimental_implemenFation andl1
result, the government also pays much attentloq to this approac
and being going to take it as a specialized sk1}l§ ang makiia
special inspection test in oEder to give a certification an
protect child care provider s rights
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Pick Up the Sunshine Again - Caring for Foreign
Women Working as Prostitutes in Taiwan

Hui-Jung Chi
CEO of the Garden of Hope Foundation, Taiwan

-

These foreign women in Taiwan mainly comes from poor countries. They choose to work in a foreign country
because their families are poor and they cannot make a living in their native country. However, the slave agents
grasped their weakness, they lured or threatened these women and trafficked them to Taiwan. From our past
experience of working with these foreign victims, besides poverty as their common experience, their reasons for
coming to work in Taiwan can be categorized into the following:

1. The slave traders use job as a bait. These women do not know that they will be working as sex workers
until they come to Taiwan. By then, they are at the point of no return because their passport has been kept by the
slave agents or because they have already borrowed a large amount of money from the slave agents. Therefore,
they have to comply with the slave agents.

2. Some women come to work as laborers in small factories through their friend’s brokerage or through job
brokers. These women goes into prostitution easily if they are instigated, because their pay is significantly lower
and the working hours longer compared with the Taiwanese workers. However, it is also because of their
nostalgia.

3. Because of poverty, these women easily accept the snake groups’ offer to work as sex workers.

Many other reasons are pushing these foreign women to go into prostitution. The furious thing is that snake
groups are selling women as goods transnationally. These women'’s freedom of movement is under the snake
groups’ control and their hard-earned money is exploited. Therefore, ECPAT-Taiwan is giving ourselves a
challenge this year, we will start caring for the foreign women working as prostitutes in Taiwan, We hope to help
them to break the bondage of the slave agents and help them to go back to their countries. Also, by helping
foreign women, we are also helping Taiwan to solve a social problem, especially the problem of AIDS, because
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some of these foreign sex workers have been diagnosed to be HIV positive. This poses an inherent threat to the

Taiwanese society.

Basically, caring for foreign women working as prostitutes and caring for native girls working as prostitutes are
the same. These work are based on protesting lying, tricking, selling, and treating women as sexual objects
goods. Therefore, whatever needed to be done for caring for child prostitutes should also be done when caring for
foreign women working as prostitutes. However, caring for foreign women is more complicated, because there
an international snake group network behind the woman being trafficked. In order to combat the huge crimi nal
structure, there must be a cooperation between NGOs of different countries to form a prevention network. '

After careful thoughts and discussion, we feel that solving the problem of international trafficking of women
must be done through coping with the problem and solving it from the roots. Coping with the problem me:
helping the trafficked girls and women. Solving the problem from the roots means increasing the cooperati
between international NGO groups to provide counseling services to the victims and to combat the huge crimi .;'_-

organizations. The works that need to be done can be described as follows:

I. Coping with the Problem o
The main work for coping with the problem is to help solve the problem these women and girls face when =

come to Taiwan. Therefore, we provide the following four kinds of services: '
'

Belimncion Holbas 3

There are two reasons for setting up the hotline. Although the Garden of Hope Foundation and the Women
Rescue Foundation in Taiwan both have a hotline for victims of forced prostitution, these two hotlines are m
for Taiwanese women facing the problem. Therefore, there is a need to set up a hotline for foreign women:
need. Also, although the government is opening up the market for foreign labors, there is not enough cout
and complaint channels for those foreign labors in need. There is also no way to help these foreign
prostitutes. Therefore, in order to provide immediate help to the foreign women in need, a hot line is imp
The hotline will be a trilingual service, Chinese, English, and Thai language. Foreign women can use the
to get direct help when they are in crisis such as being forced into prostitution, sexual harassment in work pl

or related situation.

B. Psychological Counseling
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When the police caught illegal foreign women involved in other criminal cases or using fake IDs and vi
usually they will be sent to the Shan-Shia Foreigner Detention Center awaiting for the courts’ order. As of -
moist of the women in the Detention Center are caught for working as prostitutes in Taiwan Durin. the walil:i) .
period, they can only stay in the small crowded detention cells, talking, watching TV, or dc.) crafts tgo earn so. by
pocket mony. The may be emotionally stressed because they are faced with an uncertain future 'Iherefor:'l:
ECP,iAT-Talwan will sent two workers to visit the Shan-Shia Foreigner Detention Center weekl).! in order tc;
provide them psychological counseling and growth support. We hope to provide them the neces
psychological support through regular visits in order to help them go through the endless waiting period -

C. Legal Counseling

The foreign women detained in Shan-Shia Foreigner Detention Center are usually involved in criminal cases
For example, prostitution is violating good social conduct, fake ID and visas is forgery, etc. Because these are:
sm.all criminal cases, the court usually will not give these cases priority. Besides, some w;mcn have been lured to
Taiwan by snake groups and forced into prostitution by the slave agents. Therefore, we have two lawyers as our
consultants to provide related legal counseling and serviced to these women in need. Our lawyers will push the

court to gi ; i0ri i
0 give these women'’s cases priority and cooperate with the police in order to combat the black society.

D. Help to Go Back to their Native Countries

Most of these foreign women come from poor countries; therefore, their families are poor as well. Based on
our past experience of working with these women, some women simply could not afford to pay tl;eir fine or
purchase their own airplane tickets back home. They need to get the money from their families. However, since
the:y come from poor families, their family cannot afford to pay the fine and tickets either. Therefore E,CPAT-
Taiwan felt that it is necessary to set up a fund to pay the fine and air fare for these women. ,

IL. Solving the Problem from the Roots

Th : g .

. e problem of foreign women working as sex workers in Taiwan cannot be solved just by helping them while
: N ;

: ly are in Taiwan. There must be a cooperation network between NGOs of these women’s countries in order to
Olve the problem from the root. Therefore, we felt that the following two works are imperative:

A. Setup of a Reporting Cooperation Network
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Because these women are trafficked internationally, NGOs of importing and exporting countries s
cooperate closely to setup a reporting network in order to prevent these women from being trafficked.
function of the reporting network will be to help finding the women being trafficked, help prov
psychological counseling and job training when these women go back to their native countries, and help ¢
the snake groups with INTERPOL or police of different countries.

B. Education

Many foreign women choose to work in a foreign country simply because they need to earn some mone;
help their families. However, the snake group use their innocence and trapped them into prostitution. The
of traps the snake group uses includes job searching, matchmaking, etc. The snake groups lie to the women ang
when these women are in Taiwan, the snake group forced these women to work as prostitutes. Therefore,
of the women-exporting countries should educate the women regarding these traps and the women-importii
countries should provide the exporting countries any relevant information regarding the kinds of traps the snak

groups use.

Statistics of Shan-Shia Foreigner Detention Center

From November 1995 to March 1996, ECPAT-Taiwan dealt with 78 cases in the San-Shia Foreigner Detents

Center. The following figures show some relevant information of the cases.

1. Nationality
Nationality Thailand Philippine Indonesia ~ Malaysia Other
# of Persons 68 6 1 3 0
2. Age:
Age 10-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50 and up
# of Persons 2 37 30 9 0

3. Ways of Coming to Taiwan
Apply to be legal labor Lured by traffickers  False passport and false visa other
54 12 6 6
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4. Types of Violation:

e Agolns’r Women

Occupational Service Law ~ National Security Law

Criminal Law  Social Order Maintenance Law  Other

43 9 9 19 1
5. Case Results:
Case Results ~ Return to Native Country Stay in the Center  Serving Prison Terms
Number of Persons 60

17 1
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Dandelion Counseling Center Service Report

Hui-Jung Chi
CEO of the Garden of Hope Foundation, Taiwan

Dandelion Counseling Center has been established for two years. The Garden
of Hope Foundation established the Dandelion Counseling Center two years ago in
order to help more female victims of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. Through
telephone hotline, face to face counseling, letter correspondences, and visits, we
accompany the victims to walk out of their wounds. At the same time, we also
witnessed their deepest hurt.  Their wounds are invisible. They need more
understanding from the society. At the same time, they need more support and help
in order to overcome their wound and become a healthy survivor.

We have found the following from our service experience for the past year:

("5

From the 30 underage incest victims Dandelion served, about 96% of the
clients suffered their first sexual abuse incident under 12. ~ From this
information, the education system should be reminded that it is important to ’
teach the children self protection education during elementary stage. Itis
also imperative to know that teaching children to learn about their bodily
autonomy and limits is not enough, abused children should also be helped
professionally.
We also found that only 5.2% of our clients are under 12. Besides the
reason that sexual abuse incidents are not being exposed at the earliest
possible time, the necessity of psychological treatment for sexual abuse
victims has been ignored as well. The only treatment victims receive might
have been being settled privately. However, we believe that no matter how
old the victims are, everyone should receive psychological evaluation before
deciding what kind of treatment the victims need.
As to the duration of incest, 56% of the clients have been abused for over
three years and 83% of the victims have been abused for over two years.
Compared to the British and American reports where most sexual abuse
incidence are exposed and stopped within one year, the Taiwanese
preventjon work and supporting resources are comparatively insufficient.
Therefore, the victims dare not reveal their secret. However, as the
duration of the incest incidents last longer, topped with inappropriate
handling of the incidents, the hurt of the victims becomes more sever and
complex.
The number of victims* mothers seeking help has increased over the past
year. Although mothers are forced to choose between two of her closest
family members, we saw their courage. Therefore, we would like to give
these mothers our highest regard. In fact, for the children, it is better to live
with a loving and caring mother than to live with the abusers. Therefore, it
is important to provide the mothers with appropriate help, understanding,
and support, in order to minimize the severe long-term effect of incest.

5. Among our services provided, 53% of our clients received face to face
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counseling. This is our hardest work and greatest break through in the past

::;zr.h Alt?mugh the possibili.ty of victims seeking help through the
o sv oc:-lr:fdls ;he grcf.te;t, service through the telephone is harder to last and
oI sexual abuse cannot be cured within a sh i i
. nn ort period of time.
Therefore, encouraging the victims to come to talk with the counselors Zl'ld

provide them with a planned treatme
nt plan aft 3 Az
far better way of helping the victims. plan after psychological analysis is a

Our Call

1.

;l?:sggv?;.;nent social- service should provide the family of the sexually
children, especially the mothers, with more support and establish a

resource network, such as psychologi i i
K, gical counseling, eco
to re-enter the job market, help in child care, etc. S

tf:z);:ioligi;al ;:;ra;uation should be administered and psychological
treatment should be included in the treatment pl h
social services finds sexually abused -::hildr(-an.p 3P pevsament

Z;ECEEZZT:‘ZM educationhunjts should include children‘s self protection
elementary school. Children should kn
: - that they h
rights over their own body. The ) A
. : y should also know how to identi
fnherent. dangers and take effective actions to prevert being hurtirl lfI); is
imperative to know that the importance of self protection education is as
%‘Tportant as fire safety or traffic safety education.
1e g;cw;rnment education units should teach the teachers the problem of
sexual abuse because teachers usually are the first person to find out ab
the sexual abuse incidents. T
;ftlhe' famlly is under crisis, do not keep it quiet. It is imperative to seek
Se p 111 order to stop th.e abuse from happening again. The problem of
v?:tt::a abuse is not an 1nfiependent incidence and the child is not the onl
ctim, If the problem is not resolved as early as possible, the whol i
will be affected. e
Lf a person was shocfked {o find out that her/his child is sexually abused, this
oes not mean s/he is an irresponsible parent and s/he will never be a : d
parent. It is never too late to stand up for the children i

Future Expectation

L

dB:‘?:]use ;;rfel;enti‘on is more important than treatment, we will continue to
o op ; 1i lrren S S]flf protection education material for children of different
. As of now, the Foundation has already publi i
s u y published a short education
hai;nd,b Bell(b;, I L(?ve You?* and fact handbooks for adults and teachers. The
i ook for children and accompanying transparencies are under
pDan;;tilool:l_(r:lght n{;.w. CAt the same time, during our celebration of the
ounseling Center’s second anniversa i
( ! £ _ ry, we will conduct
touring teach‘-in on "Parent-Child Sex Education and Self Protection 3 W
exfl_aect to fimsh at least ten teach-ins at the end of June. For our f‘ut;.lre )
reference in df..’.\-"efO;.)ll'] g parent-child sex education material, we will al
conduct questionnaires to learn about parents® attitude an : ”
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port group for

2. Dandelion Counseling Center will also conduct several sup
treatment

survivors of sex abuse. A support group has its own special
effects and at the same time, more clients can be served through support

The two support groups currently going on are for female adult

d for mothers of incest children. '

r will continue the individual counseling
services in order to provide a holistic service quality. Besides face to face
counseling, sex education will also be provided to individual clients in order

to develop the client‘s sexual concepts and attitude.  Psychological test will
also be administered in order to provide a scientific psychological analysis
for devising treatment plans. In order to network and integrate different
social resources, we will also actively promote our services through

advertising in order for those in need to receive the needed service from

Dandelion.

groups.
survivors of incest an
3. Dandelion Counseling Cente

ars, we have

The Garden of Hope - a mother‘s heart. For the past several ye
We established

helped many young girls who are suffering from sexual exploitation.

half-way houses to substitute
warm growing environment.

these girls.
For the past year, Dandelion Counseling Center uses a different way to care for

these girls. We started to help the girls mothers. After all, the function of a family
cannot be easily substituted. Therefore, we believe that helping the mothers out of
their hardship and providing the children a brokert yet functional family will be more

valuable and meaningful.

At the same time, we also call on society to care for

334
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for the girls’ broken family and provide them a safe and *
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YWCA Weelt Without Violence

Ping Lee
YWCA of Taiwan, R.0.C.

According to research by scholars in Taiwan aréa, it is discovered
that the percentage of Taiwanese women suffering from marital violence
is within one—ﬁfth-(ll"/'.S%) to one-third (35%) of all married women in
Taiwan. Also, the study on the behavioral trend of Taiwanese women
done by the Formosa Foundation in 1996 indicates that, approximately

one-sixth of Taiwdnese women have been physically abused by their
husbands.

-

The U.S Federal Investigation Bureau believes that the incidence of
marital violence may be the worst among all crimes committed. In

comparison to rape cases, the occurrence of marital violence is ten times
(Durbin, 1974) that of rape cases.

In view of the burgeoning problem of violence and its influence,
YWCA in Taiwan will organize an program titled "YWCA Week
‘Without Vic_;le'nce", in the hope of raising awareness in society. The

program will target on

schools, neighborhoods, families and

communities; encouraging everyone to stay away from violence,
establish peace, justice and a harmony environment. This program,
originally proposed by the American YWCA in 1995 World YWCA
Council Meeting. Now it will be held on,six continents in the following
countries: Australia, Canada, Ghana, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Latvia,
Lebanon, Myanmar, Nigeria. As there may be some differences among

the needs and available resources of various countries, the program can

be adapted Lo suit the individual.
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Respect, fairness, civil rights, justice, safety, dignity and lc.)ve
racism are the alternatives to violence that'you and your colleagues-bru?g
to life through our national YWCA and 6 local association‘s.wor'l_(mg in
thousands of communities across our country. Yet, domest.nc vnf)lence,
child abuse, sexual assault, hate crimes and other forms of violence
continue to fray the fabric of our communities. While our effor-ts and
those of our allies have ‘elevated the public discourse on alternatives to
vioience,'news and entertainment media persist with images that stoke
fear, mistrust and hate. The YWCA Week Without Violence empower.s
individuals, families, places of work and neighborhoods to transform this

. -
litany of violence and despair into a catalogue of hope and community

Sunday : A day of Remembrance

Monday : Protecting Our Children

Tuesday : Making Our Schools Safer |

Wédnesday : Confronting Violence i:lgamst Women
: Facing Violence Among Men - 3

E‘i‘:;:: a:yElim'm.eu;ing Provincial Circumstances & H:;:r—; m

Saturday @ Replacing Violence with Sports, Recreation a 0
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YWCA WEEK WITHOUT VIOLENCE
SUNDAY -

A Day of Remembrance |
Imagining a world without violence begins with reflecting on the
senseless loss of loved ones, friends, co-workers and neighbors
S0 many of us experience due to violence. This day is for I
everyone to remember those lost to violence and begin I
transforming sorrow and grief into hope and action. =

MONDAY

— —TOOSOo T~

Protecting Our Children
Child abuse and other forms of violence against and among
children inflict tremendous cumulative damage on our families

and communities . Protecting our children safeguards our
future . We all share this responsibility and we can all do
something to help children feel safe and be safe .

TUESDAY

__:_/‘_TCC)G‘G\__

Making Our Schools Safer
An astonishing number of students admit they carry weapons to
school because they fear for their safety . Overcoming both the

reality and the perception at the heart of this fear is essential to
supporting our children's aspirations for the future .

WEDNESDAY

A HieSeny—tl | 1T

Confronting Violence Against Women
According to recent statistical surveys, a number of categories of
violent crime have declined significantly, but violence against
women persists at terribly high levels . Every women , man and

child needs to know they can take action to prevent violence
against women . >¢3




THURSDAY
m
Facing Violence Among Men
Violence among men has disproportionately influenced our
lives , our communities and our culture for far too long .
Whether perpetrating violence in homes or on the streets, or
glorifying violence in the media , we need to help men
understand that neither they , nor anyone else , will be free
from violence until men stop being violence . '

FRIDAY

______/_I’DC}G"_"‘\-____,_
Eliminating Provincial Circumstances and Hate

Crime

As we approach the twenty - first century , we in the world's
most prosperous society find ourselves awash in provincial
circumstances bigotry and hatred . These poisons destroy lives ,
families and communities like a plague upon our land . None of
us will ever realize our individual or collective potential until we

all find the means to accept and respect each other .

SATURDAY

Replacing Violence with Sports, Recreation & Ifun
Far too much of our popular culture glorifies and supports

violence as an acceptable , even preferable , pattern of behavior .

By surrounding sports , recreation and just plain fun with an
atmosphere of nonviolence , we can take back our culture and

recast it as a means of individual expression and collective joy .
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~differently from before?

Violence against women in Japan
By Tomoko Unomae and Masayo Niwa

womanadgiivebby Japanese women to eliminata’%ibleﬂﬁ%“abﬁiné%
vl byezheigksggtiQEOS. It was triggered by a growing call

DY orean counterparts who began to mak
accusations against Japanese men who vi : i

satic sit South Rore

sightgeslng tours. What they do is to buy local wcmgn? on
immadi:teGUCh accusations did not seem, for some time, to have an
g ri_hggg?ngy for most of Japanese women that calle their own
time war LHAL o WURREGEICS hor J00 ohen hoy.Faruephio ot Shat

: . ob when ghe gets m
g;l%gi:upgg{ti her husband, who is known as ag "acogzii:da:?gal Ly
beiieveg o5 e yhresponsible for domestic affairs. It was widelyr

Ign that that is a path to happiness for Japanese

women,
Over the past decades, J
for & shaliREe bt dee » Japanese women have moved on to call
suppoigzienzgrs for trﬁiﬁfegogggeg?d S S qnd_o;har
An incident that took place at the Nishi-Funab
s:;tiggi;anunabashi, Chiba Prefecture, in late 1388:héa:rgin
Eh 1 arly memorable as a tangible result women achiéved in
alrxiéggg to end violence against ‘women.
" Ak case, a woman was indicted for causing a man &
Egzttgaggl;;ad in his death,. The man, who was drungen, apprgaggd‘
i o .; 85 her on the platform. He accidentally fell on the
¥y when she shook him off in an effort to avoid further

‘harassment. The man, caught between the platform and a train

p\;ll_iggl in to the station, died. '
~ Many women, seeing her plight as their
: own
ggggoxt her in the trial. The court later found'hgﬁoggtup E?t'
nghzgathit w;s an act of self-defense g T
@ have been a series of cases thét inv
gg?wgﬁ_se:ual violence against women even afteg;zﬁg ‘ilﬁc?z;;:me
omen: have been successful in shedding light on the ibaue-by

+ 8uing men for sexually harassing women and conducting a wave of

natiohwide surveys to unveil the realit
_ _ y facing women
ﬁgg:rgééThe isgue stakes the human rights of agl womeni:nshtge
save o dn ?wara that that the problem is there. But they had lgﬁ
ve silent about it, leaving the jissue unnamed. : ‘ '
arious forms of sexual violence against women surfaced in

19908: women who were forced into sexual slavery for Japanese

troops before and during the w '
_ ] @ war; sexual violence
géggglgg;Otggrmgzigﬁdcgiggeipf péostitution in whiggaingtmber of
| ries are trapped in Ja '
human trafficking. Also be < e i
y _ g, came clear are the seriousness
cﬁﬁggﬁoggna Eo people when they were sexually axploited'izftheir
violence égziEiinggi§g§éﬁa§ngom§nlby thgir il T
violence olic

L. Ag;ir ;ha U.N. World Conference on %ogen hglgfiicgzziin

: Y  did the society view violence against women g
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lence
The contaranca-s dacleration on the sliaination of vicieets
’ women and the action program }
agatnigdress the issue of violence against wgmegality.iThe
R But in Japan, women still face the hars fir bubr L. i
nishment for rape can be lighter than thig determigation
Euw does not guarantee women'’s right to ge. _a manner
ancarning'saxuality ﬁ“d e ;;: :ggit:qalgf'public counseling
ri ting against women. ~i3
diag:;ﬂ;ggd sgelgars for women is also very ';:iozhe abdiction
S Ihe Beijing Confarggceiwiab;ntﬁiggrgsg wBerviceman took
-ape’ 12-year-old gir ¥ 4 bATes
;?gézagg'giiiawa.YOkinawa is home to 75% of all U.S: base
St‘tigﬁ:dcigqugﬁg'aa a great shock, particularl{, Ezm:gmggéhfsp
i the rapg' women became more vocal that.their’ue S ta ald
gigignce linked to military bases and the peace is
vuReports puec out 1o many garts of e yorld on female)
i 'umﬁgsion revived attention to the question tice. A campaign
gézgnat women, under the disggisa gﬁdcgézgfiégpggcsucﬁ‘ﬁidUOH 3
to geét rid of pornography videos by
Egrg;ﬁ in mail boxes is also under way. t litan Govarnmentf'
" Prodded by women's growps, the Tokyo Me gopghair huobards.
conducted a survey on violence against e r{me were put up at
Posters that read that molesting women is & crime were put 4p &%gS
train stations in_iima cézie:£352§ec§§§£egfu£:gg e Tl
signing women police offic %
ag:igﬁéggao that they can accommodate victims tg:: b wiioh
Y . Despite some progress, however, ‘there arg i;anta A1d- nok
court find men not guilty, citing that ra?ifc :s to resist
flee the scene or did not make desperate efforts t .
_-perpegggzgrggceia chronic shortage of funds and hug:iﬁggsggycasml_
'But they are making efforts to set up Bhelteisbiiih-MOfE .
" victims of rdpe and sexual violence ~-- to e:azion kil g
ounseling facilities and to expand the ope 1t and to buliEE
facilities, to give support to women f£iling suit, . 4

: : ort women. ' 114
natipg:id:hgg:wgiz.;gnnggra measures such as followings Bhould_ﬂ_

be taken. Public offices should conduct a gufveyégg 23222;._
violence. Organizations should provide training AW g
B s reotrasiinie Lot pateate sroape, cirsyins S
ance be available at
asgigﬁagg?eigg:i:g lawe from the viewpoint of gendegnegggéiﬁgs
zgitinQ'a'comprehanaive law on violence against women k.

immediate urgency.
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Towards Dccriminalization and Empowerment

of Survivors of Traffickin

Mieko Fujioka

&

International Movement Against All forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR)

Introduction

Trafficking in women is now a
worldwide problem - and the magnitude
of the problem is growing. Most often, it
is indigenous and minority women who fall
victim to Itrafficking. Those in Burma,
Thailand and Taiwan, for example, are
patticularly vulnerable. These woinen,
and in some cases children, who are
trafficked face violence, sexual exploitation
and deprivalion of their basic rights. The
invisibility of their situation makes the
problems even worse and more difficult to
tackle. 1t was in response to the gravity of
this situation that, two years ago, IMADR
started the FProject Against Trafficking
Wonien in Asia.

As part of this project, IMADR, in
cooperation with the NGOs working in this
field in various countries, collected data
and information on the reality of
trafficking in women and the related legal
institutions  in Japan, Taiwan, the
Philippines, Thailand, Nepal, Bangladesh
and India.  In addition, IMADR has
engaged in lobbying at UN ineetings such
as the Fourth World Conference on Wormen
(Septeniber 1995, Beijing).

In Beijing, IMADR held a workshop
on the issue of trafficking women in Asia in
order to inform participants of the reality of
trafficking in women, to exchange views
among NGOs on what should be done to
protect the human rights of these woren
and fo make recothmendations fo the
World Conference. The declaration of the
workshop called for the following:

(a) Decriminalization: legally and
ad:ﬁinis!mtiveiy, of survivors of trafficking
whilst also taking measures for their
empowerment;(b)Change in the economic
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and cullural structures: hecessary for the
radical solution of the problem. This
would include measures to reduce the
widening gap between rich and the poor, to
alleviate the excessive consumption
patterns in the countries of the North, and
to alter media and touristic
represetilations;(c)Creation of a mechanism
within the UN system which can address
this issue more effectively. In particular,
the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence
against Women should emphasize this issue
it her report. NGOs should tackle this
issue s an important theme in the follow-
up to the Beijing Conference. This
declaralion was distributed among NGOs
and govermments allending the World
Conference on Wouen.

To follow up the workshop in Beijing,
IMADR held the International Seminar for
the Empowerment of the Victims of
Trafficking from 29 to 31 March in Tokyo,
bringing  together approximately  fifty
participants from Japan, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Thailand, representing shelter
organizations, human rights organizations,
lawyers, doclors, monks and government
officials. The aim of the seminar was to
discuss what can and should be done in
order to protect these women from human
rights violations and to find ways to assist
them in empowering themselves. IMADR
held the seminar in order to collect
information and malerials to form a
manual (to be produced later this year) for
the empowerment of survivors.

In the seminar, cases of Thai women
exporled to Japan were used as examples.

"It began with an overview of the problems

faced by survivors while transiling from
Thailand to Japan and while in Japan.
Then  participants  shared different




petrspeclives; from the Japanese
govermment and lawyers ﬂl_lt‘! doctors who
have contact with the survivors al some
point in the Irafficking process, to S‘I(‘['lfl'
organizalions and NGOs. ']'IlLt f‘lﬁCllSSlUll
was geared  lowards exanining hu‘w
decriminalizalion of the survivors will
protect their human rights and promole
their empowerment.

Qverview o

The phenomenon of sex trafficking is
sel against the background of poverly
which drives women lo work in sex
industries; either lo support their !'amlly_' or
to raise their own standard of living.
Some waotnen ave exported to Japan without
knowing that they will be forced to
prostitute themselves, while ottiers cortie to
Japan with the full knowledge that they
will engage in prostitution. l-lO\fve\rer,
even if they know that they are going to
work in the sex industry, they are lold that
they will be paid high wages with a certain
amount of control over their work. In
reality, this could not be futther from the
truth. The real situation such women [r.lce
in Japan (including low wages, coercion
and violence), is hot necessarily nderstood
by the women before they are taken from
their home countries. A typical case
would be that a woman has her passport
confiscated by the trafficker upon arriving
in Japan and is told that she will have to
pay back her "debt"- which she does not
ktow about - averaging aroutd 3,800,000
yen (US$38,000). She would nheed to take
about 100 customers to pay back the "debt",
and in many cases does Hot receive a salary
until the "debt" has been paid off.

In‘the prolonged recession of tecent
years, an increasing number of wonien are
"resold” inside Japan. Marrying 4
Japanese man docs not necessarily mean
they are entirely "free.” In some cases
where theit debt is taken over by the mat,
the marringe becomes a de facto trafficking.
Wormen also face many other hazards with
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regard lo their health, such*as Sl'ljs_nnd
IV infection, and mental stress, marriage,
divoree and pregnancy.

- There are also problems when the
exported woren return home. They lend to
be treated as il they are criminals and ave
not given the support they need to
reintegrale into socicly. i

On the basis of these facls, it was
poinded out that it was vitally il_nporlanl_ to
provide accurate and relinble mformglmn
on the real situation in Japan before they
arrive. )

The seminar participants pointed out
that the present legal systemn it Japan fails
to cope with problems such as ron-
payment of wages, debts, and pumshmgnl
of middlemen, as well as problems rc_lalmg
lo marriage with Japanese nen, children
bornt in Japan, medical cate and others
which arise as women sty longer in Japan.

Issues which were addressed by l}m
seminar patlicipants also inclu‘ded; visa
issuance and passport control, violetice in
immigration detenlion centets, nnd' the
failure of the police to prolect the survivors
from abusive employets. This works fo
promote trafficking rather _1hat1 c-urln!l it
and aggravale the humah rights violations
of the survivors. Discussion further
touched upon the cultural backgrolund that
lolerates and promoles prostitution and
violence  against  women, thereby
contributing to  the promotion . of
trafficking.

Decriminalization

One session was devoled to the
discussion of tiow to decriminalize Woren
in prostitution. In many countries, it is
the prostitittes who ate punished, not the
pimps, traffickers or customers. :l'hcrefore,
decriminalization of women is w:dely_ seen
as an impottant first step fowat_ds ensuring
human rights and empowerment of those
wotnen.

The keynote speaker on this theme,
Aurora Javate De Dios, first elaborated on

the need to look critically at the institution
of prostitution from the viewpoint of sexual
equality and women’s human rights, and to
demystify the widely accepled image of
prostitution.  Then she pointed out that
the following series of measures needs to be
implemented in order fo bring about
decriminn!izalion:(a)Revicwing and
removing laws penalizing  women in
prostitution;(b) Penaliziug traffickers and
customers;(c) Punishment should also be
meted out lo military  personnel and
affiliated civilian persounel;(d) Reduction
in  the size of sex industrics;(e)
Decriminalization is only a first slep and it
should be part of a package of programs
and  services  designed  for  f{he
empowerment of women;(international
cooperation is needed fo protect human
rights of women by according them
temporary residence status, refugee or
asylum status or the right to be repatrialed,
if they wish, in order for them to help
prosecute the traffickers.

De Dios stated that an integrated and
holistic * approach 'is needed for the
empowerment of women. This would
include the provision of reliable and usable
information,  spiritual assistance, skills
training, job creation, measures against
AIDS, and effective law enforcement lo
prolect women's rights. In this process, it
is important to be able to hold governnients
accountable for solulions (o this problem.
She gave an example of such bilateral
cooperation by citing the case of an
agreement between Belgium and the
Thilippines, ie. a two-year pilot project
which aims at the prevention of trafficking
and the initiating of legal reforms.

What can be done? .

In the discussion that followed,
parlicipants focused on the issue of
whelher or not to accept the "legalization of
prostitution" as a means to ensure the rights
and welfare of women in prostilution.

There are competing  viewpoints and
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confusion, even among NGOs, on this
question. Some argue that by recognizing
women in prostitution as "workers", the
women can be protected from the
violations of their rights as workers and
thus facilitale their empowerment. Others
emphasized that the institution of
prostitution violales women’s human rights
and legalization of prostitution will only
reinforce the institution of prostitution and
traffickers. Some parlicipants  also
emphasized that the "right to prostitute" is
different from the rights of women in
prostitution as human beings. But there is
a consensus, it appears, on the need for
decriminalization of women in prostitution
as the first step. The seminar dealt with
both short and long-tetm strategies: the
protection of women from exploitation and
ensuring their rights along with methods to
enable women to leave the sex industry if
they wish, and to dismantle (he sex
industry.

The "transitional" programs offered
by NGOs to survivors in the Philippines are
aited at helping women leave sex
industries and demonstrated that if there
are alternative ways of earning a living,
and if women’s needs are accommodated
through such means, leaving the sex
industry was possible.

Participants pointed out that in Japan,
the present immigration law does not in
principle admit unskilled foreign workers.
This  hampers  the process  of
decriminalization. Expanding the job
categories legally would be helpful. It was
also argued that as long as the victitns are
considered criminals under the present
immigration control law, decriminalization
and empowerment would be difficult
because survivors would continue to be
fearful of the punishment under the law -
which is relatively ‘heavy - thereby

relraining  from voicing their needs.

There is a wide perception among foreign
workers in Japan that the immigration law
is considered a priority before any others,




for cxample, they hesilate to resort to
medical assistance for their children as they
are  aftaid  of  being punished  for
overstaying their visa and working illegally.

Some participants proposed possible
measures  for decriminalization  and
empowerment which can be made within
the present legal framework. One would
be cxemption from repatriation when the
foreign worker has a case pending in court.
This would help in the prosecution of
\eaffickers. Present laws can be used lo
counter problems such- as forced labor,
unlawful  detention, confiscation  of
passports, and unlawful penalties imposed
by the employers. In this regard, there is a
need for NGOs and lawyers to study the
case laws to look into the possibilily of
using existing laws. Other proposals
include . dissemination  of reliable
information lo women from sending
countries who are at risk of becoming
victims; reviewing the visa issuatice
process; increasing legal and medical aid to
detainees of immigration detention centers;
increasing access o information  with
regard lo detention at such institutions;
training of police and immigration officets;
and exchanging information belween
NGOs in the sending and receiving
countries.

At the local level, support to survivors
would include ensuring access to necessary
information, including medical and other
services; counseling on HIV and AIDS; and
networking with doctors and hospitals. At
the international level, participants
emphasized the great need for a network of
NGOs working to support survivors in both
sending and receiving countries.

Conclusion

The parlicipauts of the Seminar
reflected on the alarming situation of
trafficking in women and on the conditions
the survivors must face. It will require
concerted efforts by NGOs as well as the
government to find concrete solutions. It

350
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was the first ever meeling ifiJapan on the
issuc of trafficking where both  non-
govcrnmcnlnl and govcrmnenlal
representalives discussed the facts and
shared Uficir respective views on the issue.
One participant who has worked for many

years at a sheller said that the seminar was -

of great significance in the sense fhat it
provided an opporiunily to share specific
inforination among those who have been
working in this field and to confirm the
need for greater networking among them.
Many organizations working directly with
trafficking, lack the time and resources to
tackle all the problems which need to be
addressed and remedied. It was pointed
out that other .organizations not
specializing in the issue of trafficking in
women  should play an important
suppottive role to those organizations
working at tlie "front lines". For IMADR, it
was a good opportunity to further clarify
the issties which should be brought to the
altention of the international community
including the UN, which is one task of such
supportive work. 1

IMADR intends to organize a follow-up
semihar in  Chiangmai; Thailand in
September 1996, in order to further
promle networking among NGOs and.to
finalize the content of the manual which
aims lo produce for NGOs and
governments. .

*For inquiries on the seniinar and IMADR’s
project, contact; IMADR, 3-5-11, Roppongi,
Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Workshop 6

Peace Movement




Workshop 6 Peace Movement

The Peace and Women

Han, myoung Hee
Korean Women'’s Assciations United
Co-Chairperson

1. Division and Women in Korea

Korea is a only nation that remains divided throughout the whole world. Among nations that were divided by
superpowers after World War II, Gernamy and Vietnam reunified their country. Breaking down of Berlin Wall in
1989 calls the end of idealogical conflicts between the East and the West Bloc. Although Korea has 5,000 years of
long history as homogeneous nation, 70,000,000 Koreans have to live under the Cold War with the fear of another
tragic warfare for past half a century. However, existing systems and laws in South Korea such as National
Security Law are still used to prevent activists from protesting against corrupted government and from peace
movements as the law functions to insecure government’s political power. Progressive Korean activists including
women have been putting their enormous efforts to discard the law since then.

First, national division has affected to everyday life in many ways. Male-centered and authoritarian militaristic
culture combined with male chauvinism deepens discrimination of women. Overuse of military power on Kwang-
Ju civilians in 1980 May has spreaded statewidely and reproducd continous violence by military dictatorship.

Second, enormous amount of money has wasted on military spending. Military spending in South Korea takes
22% of whole national budget, in comparison, the one of social welfare takes only 4.03%. Bangladesh which
nation has lower GNP than Korea even spends 12.3% of their national budget for social welfare.Third, 36,000
U.S. soldiers live in South Korea under the name of joint defense. Korean government give them full financial
support. They are also provided with free land use, Katusa, tax exemption, etc.. In spite of these benefits they get,
they recently demand more benefits through ‘Korea America Defense Spending Agreement’. Moreover, they
committ 5 crimes daily and about 2,000 crimes annually from 1967 to 1994 April. South Korean women are
exploited their sex as their sexual slaves. Crimes that U.S. soldiers committ are rape, murder, violence, and
harassment.
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South Korean women have been going through painful experience by division and war. They want peace to be
made immdediately nad they contine to put their efforts to build permanent peace in Korea. i
NI

2. The Role of Women for Peaceful Reunification

(1) The Activities of Women for Reunification

Mid-1980 is very siginificant period because progressive reunification movement has started in the level of
civilian organiations along with many social and christian organizations. Women organizations have also started
to invole in reunification movement on behalf of large number of women victims of division. :

Since 1987, Korea YWCA has hosted many kinds of symposium, seminars, and meetings in terms of achieving
peaceful reunification. For example, the meeting entitled “The Future World and Women Culture” is one. Tk

“Women Solidarity for World Peace.” A group called ‘Our Nation is One’ has participated in One Korea Festival
in 1993 and 1994 to reconcile Chong-ryun and Min-Dan, two very differnt type of Korean organizations existin ‘_
in Japan. . j
In 1989 KWAU establishes ‘Committee for National Reunification’ and sets up the relationship betw: n
women and reunification movement. Its main area of reserch is to decrease military spending which wou I
contribute the peacekeeping. |
Christian Church Alliance adopted ‘Korea Christian Declaration’ for peaceful reunification and national
reconciliation. They also declared 1995 as jubilee year and created *1995 Christian Women Organization Alliance
for Peaceful Jubilee Year’ combining 13 church women organizations and 9 women organizations. :
Christian Women Peace Reserach Center publishes periodical research outputs such as ‘Women in
Peacemaking’ and ‘Women, Peace’ while doing educational activities. i
Other women organizations such as Christian Women and Democracy are also involving in educational

activities for children and in promoting peaceful toys instead of violent ones.

1) The Activities of Women for National Reconciliation

In 1991 KWAU and christian women along with many social organizations for women succeeded in ho in
the meeting between North and South Korea. It was the first civilian exchange in history of division. North af
South Korean Women and Japanese Women reaffirmed their basic trust and affection through this meetin
1992 May main seminar was held in Pyong-Yang, DPRK, and they discussed about national unity, pos! wa
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responsibilities and compensation of Japan and the role of women to build peace in Asia. In 1993 April, the fourth
sem.inar entitled “the Problems of sexual slaves for Japanes soldiers and peaceful reunification in Korean
Peninsual” was held in Tokyo. This 4th seminar was dedicated to solve the matter of Japanese colonialism and its
reponsibilites, compensation and the issue of nuclear-free Asia. North and South and Japanese women evaluated
that this seminar contributed for national reconciliation and reunification and peace in Asian even further. Fianlly

they agreed this meeting should have progress of involvement of Chiniese and other Asian women not only
Korean and Japanese women.

2) Flood Relief for North Korea

North Korea recently faces with huge amount of flood damage and victims. And the famine is even worse than
that the one in Ethiopia 10-year ago. Helping with food relief is the way to reaffirm our sistherhood and to
achieve national reconciliation. KWAU worked on fundraising from 1995 September to October with opeining of
women campaign office for North Korea flood relief.

?Iow:;:ver, there were many restrictins in raising fund because the matter of for and against in helping N.K.was
serious issue and governments wanted Korea Redcross to be used as a only route. South Korean government did
not allow to raise cash and to collect rice, and they only allowed Korea Redcross as an official route for flood
relief.

Flood Relidf for North Korea is humanitarian issue and a chance to build national reconciliation. We want

government to change their close-minded attitude toward North Korea and they should support to open various
civilian channels for relief.

(2) The activities of Women for Peace
1) Supporting activities for victims of nuclear bomb and anti- nulcear movement
a. Supporting activities for victims of nuclear bomb
In 1970s, there were more than 30,000 victims of atomic bomb dropped in Hiroshima. 30,000 victims in
poverty and illness had to live without any support from neither Japanese nor Korean government. No medicaid
and no welfare were provided. They were just ignored by government. KWAU has brought them as very

important social issue since mid-1970s and has publicized many post-war problems unsolved. As a result
substantial aids such as living expense and medecines could have continously provided through these activities.
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b. Anti-war and anti-nuclear movement

Korea Church Women Associations United has hosted several educational forums such as seminars and
lectures to educate staffs and members and to make them participate in reunification movement. Main lssaesi
dealing in educational forum are the process of nuclear weapon flow, its usage and effect. The bottom line is thﬂ
the substantial reason to face with nuclear issue is in national division. In 1987, participants of the 6th “Anti-war |
and anti-nuclear, Peace land” agreed upon ‘anti-war, anti-nuclear and peace.” KWAU also organized Committee
for Anti-Nuclear and Peace in 1984 April to spread anti-nuclear movement and to combine it with women
movement. This movement is to research and to publicize the necessity of anti-nuclear movement.

Also 10 women organizations formed ‘Women’s commitee agianst placing the Patriot Missile’
opposing settlement plan of 36 Patriot Missiles and 2 Apachi Helicopters by U.S.Troops in Korea. This commitee
opposes imports of weapons that can result tragic warfare and encourages diminishing the number of weapo
This committee also hosted demonstration to oppose any military plans and policies that can take away
70,000,000 lives and to discontinue the Team Spirit Training by no means. '

(3) The Activities to Disseminate Reunification Movement

Movement of disarmament was taken place in many diifrent ways in the mood of posiibilities of North a
South Korea joining UN as one and adopting Nonaggresion Treaty. Debate on decrease of defense expenses Wi
raised on behalf of espansion of social indirect fund and satisfying the demand of social welfare. 1

When the World Exhibition of Armamanents and Equipmenst, which was supported by National Def
Department was held, women and church organizations sent the questionaire to minister of that depart
regrading demand of disarmament and questions about the exhibition. And they sent the letter of participation te
members of National Asembly and worked on campaign to bring up the issue of decrease of defense expenses {0

i

i

Aty

.

public level.

Center for Christian Women and Democracy suggested to organize the solidarity meeting to decrease defense
expenses. As they want disarmament, they want to increase benefits of social welfare and revitalize economic
activity. These activites are to settle permanent peace as overcome the cold war in Korean Peninsula. Also
1993 to 1995, CCWD has hosted three Reunification Marathon events to educate the public. Other educationa
activities such as encouraging reunifciation ‘Yoot game instead of violent game simulated real warfare.

Solidarity meeting to decrease defense expenses could publicize the necessity and justification of disarmar
and the matter of defense expenses. This meeting also gave a chance to the public to participate in vark

activities for peace building.

Workshop 6 Peace Movemem

(4) The activites to solve the problems of Japanese Military Sexual Slavery.

When former President Chun was visiting Japan in 1984 September, Church Women Associations United and
Women’s Committee in Christian Church United had worked his visit could bring to an end of miscarriage of
Japanese colonialism and to start new relationship between two nations on equal level. We suggested problems of
Japanese sodiers’ sexual slaves along with victims of atomic bomb and Koreans living in Sakhalin. It was 1990
that counterplans for sexual slaves were serioulsy discussed as 37 women organizations formed “Counterplan
Council for Korea Japanese Military Sexual Slavery.” As a result, 141 victims were found, and they opened a
phone line for them to use. The testimony of 19 victims was even published in 1993.

‘Counterplan Council for Korea Japanese Soldiers’ Sexual Slaves’ has provided an opportunity for this matter
to be revealed as tragic history which has to be corrected between Korean and Japanese government.

It has been 6 years that the victims and women organizations have been putting their efforts to demand for the
revealation of truth, official apology, compensation, corrections which haw; to be made in education textbook
building a memorial monument and punishment of the guilty. As a result of 6 years dedication, intemationa;
organizatilons such as UN, ILO, Beijing Women’s Conference declared the statement requesting legal
f:ompensanon and punishment according to international law. Especially 52nd UN Human Rgihts Committee held
n? Geneva Swiss in 1995 April adopted the statement prepared by Radika Kumalaswami, special agent for
violence on women in UN Human Rights Committee. She raised an issue of using a term ‘sexual slavery’ and has
demanded Japanese government to recognize this matter as a crime and opening the documents to a public
official apology, legal compensation, punishement, and corrections in history textbook. |

More importantly, victims and civilian organizations including women organizations have a postion which is
they can’t accept any money such as ‘citizen’s pension’ from other than Japanese government.

3. Evaluation of execution of East Asia Strategy and strategy for for Peace in
21 century.

- Strengthen international women's solidarity for reunification in Korean Peninsula.

- Encourage Japan, ranks 2nd in military spending, to promise not to declare a war instead of keeping peace in
East Asia and Oppose Japan to be memeber of UN Security Council.

- Encourage South Korean government to decrease defense expenses which tackes 22% of whole national
budget and to stop military spending competition with North Korea.

- Encourage Japan to recognize exploitation of military sexual slavery as a crime, to withdraw civilian pension
to make an official apology, to pay full compensation and to adopt a warning statement prepared by UN Human
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Rights Committee.

- Encourage participation of women in policy making process which would affect peacekeeping and security

and guarntee 30% of the seats of National Assembly till the year of 2000.

- Enforce to revise unequal Korea-U.S. Administrative Agreement and to recude the number of U.S. troops

residing in South Korea.

- Enforce to keep anti-nuclear agreement. The size and method of modern warfare is in danger of using nuclear..

- Encourage women to take a initiative in peace education.

-

it

—

-
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“Peace “ is What Women of All Countries Look For -

“Peace “ is the high ideal of mankind.. “Peace “ is the fervent hope of
human beings. “Peace” is what women are acﬁvély looking for.

But, “war” has brought tremendous disasters to the pcople and endless
sufferings to tens of millions of women and children. :

Prace and development are the two main themes of today’s world. There
will be no development without peace, not to mention of the happiness of
mankind. Now I’d like to express my views on the issue of peace.

g o¥
On occasion of commemorating the victory of the Anti-Fascist War, pmple
feel 2]l the more that peace was hard-won when reviewing the history of the

- Second Word War. It lasted for 6 years with more than 2 billion people, four

fifth of the world’s population, from over 60 countries and regioas involved in. It
has taken away 50 million people’s lives with an ecoromic loss of 400 billion US
dollars. Among them, 21 million Chinese soldiers and civilians were killed, and

the property loss togéthac with war consumption reached 500 billion US dollars.

According to the imvestigation of the Far East International Military Court of
the Second World War, the Japanese aggressors massacred and buried alive
about 190,000 people after they occupied Nanjing in December 13, 1937 and the
corpses of Chinese people killed scatterly by them that we found and buried
amounted to 150,000. China suffered the most from the aggressive war launched
by Japan. Through the bloody fight of the world’s people. we have eventnally

~ won the Anti-Fascist War.

It is regrettable that there are always some people in the Japanese political
circle who deliberately evade and alter the history of awrmsisn, shirk the

responsibility of war in an attempt to legalize the aggressicn. Mr. Lvut:lro :

Hashimoto, Prime Minister of Japau, opealy went to pay homage at the Yasu
Kani Jin Ja. This wroung attitude was patmrally strongly condemned by the

people of Asian countries who had swifered bitterly from the ageressiom. To ’

adopt a correct attitade towards that phase of history in the past-has not only
constituted an important component part of the political basis of the Sino-Japan
relation, but also an jnfportaat condition for the friendship for generations
between the two peoples and women of China and Japan.
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“eomfort women” was the monstrous crime

The problem of military |
committed by the Japanese army during the Second World War. It was reported

thiat the aumber of the Japanese military ueomfort women™ at then was as bigh.
a5 tens of thousands, of whom 1,000 are still alive. Among them, Asian women
suffered bitterly, mcluding Koreans, Philippines, Chinese, and Indonesuns'l'ye
brutal act of the Japanese armymen has caused wounds for life to the body and
soul of these women. The All-China Women’s Tederation and the Chimese.

women express their strong condempation and indignation against this shamefol

and cruel act.

Yet, there are a few members of the Diet in Japan as Mr..Okuno who went
so far as to insist stubbornly on the wrong position, openly denyimg the existence
of the problein of the military “comfort women” and calling that a “copumercial
behavior”. As soon as his words came out, they were immediately and strongly
condemned by the govermments, peoples and public opinions of the Asian
countries. We demand Mr. Okuno to withdraw his words and apologize for that,
and ask the Japanese government to acknowledge and seriously solve the

. écomfort women” problem.

Here, I must emphasize that the Japanese People and women are 2lso the
victims of war of -aggression. There exists a prolonged traditioval friendship and
friendly and eooperative relations between the peoples and women of our two
countries. myself also have many Japanese friends.

_ The tragedy of world wars should never be allowed to reoccur again.
Invasion and expansion lead to calamities and only peace and development can
bring about prosperity and happiness. Chinese women cherish very much the
hard-won peace. i - '

Ji
The day when we women of East Asia get together in Seoul to hold the

11:6:1& Forum 'is also a tome for the first apmiversary of the Fourth. World
Conference on Women held in Beijimg. “Equality, development and peace” were

the goals of that grand world conference with 46 thousand participants. It has -

demonstrated not only the unity and strength of the world’s women, bat also
their purswit for equality and development and their longing for peace. This
" Conference will go down in the history of the United Nations, and is also an
important milestone in the development history of the world women's movement
It will produce 2 profound influence in propelling the world’s women to fight for
the forther realiz.atibxi;pf: equality between the w0 Sexss, participativn in their
own clauntry’s development and defense of world peace before the year 2000 and
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for a::ng t'ung to come in the future. The slogans of “equality, development and
peace” can be found all over Beijing, and the singing of “equality, development

and pl.’:a_l:l:” resounds through the skies of Beijing. Peace is the common
aspiration of the representatives to the World Conference on Women. In the

opening ceremony of the 95° NGO Forum ou Women, ten thousand doves flying

. to the blue sky is precisely the symbol of this aspfration.

“:Pea'ce “is connected with women and “peace “is related to the history of
w‘qonmen s .mavement._ In 1972, the United Nations defined 1975 as the
ternational Women’s Year” with equality, development and peace as its goals.

* And then in 1975, the UN fixed 1976-85 as the UN Decade for Women. The three

:vhm:'ld conferences on women kept on using equality, development and peace as
the:.r: goals, Documents adopted at the conferences gave explicit explanations on

ese goals and the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategy adopted.at the Third
World Conference on Women gave an definition on peace. '

o “Peace” has' always been t:“.le objective that women are striving for.
: owevez_*, peace has far from reached. Today, cold war has been ended and
international sitmation relaxed, but the world is still ﬁlied with all kindé of
ct.mtradictiqns, such as, partial conflicts, power politics and hegemonism. All
kinds of problems afflict the human society and threaten the world peace.

o ::ns:nAirtiil, as a membel: of the China?se Women'’s Delegation, I paid a visit
O C\jpru?. During om'. stay in Lebanen, I saw with my own eyes

o t, the beautiful coastal city along the Mediterranean Sea and the
capital of Lebanen vfas everywhere a scene of devastation, ruins and shot marks
because of the bou:‘.:mg of Israel and the ¢ivil war. Jsrael bombed Xebanen when
;:':vwe;g-the;e, which made it difficult for the Chinese Women’s Delegation to

e Beirut. In Cyprus, we witnessed that Nicosia, its capital, was divided into

_two 2 i I
parts. At that time and that place with that sceue, I realized once more

:1[1;: nnporf.ant peace is to people, women and children in particnlar. The
- anese women we came into contact with all expressed their hope that the
1 Illddle East peace process be speeded up and a thorough azd just solution of the
DMiddle East problem can be found. Women are a great force in defending world
peace. Peace has an important bearing on the future of the world and the destin
of Itl_n:. pa:opla, especially women of various countries. Without the “&VY
participation of women, there will be no peace. Without peace , there will :;)C .
development, not to say of sex equality. , .

L

i : ’Hleéll—Ch.ma‘ Women’s Federation, the largest women’s mass
rganization in China, since its founding in April 3rd, 1949, has actively
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' ‘ i ' anizations and
developed its friendly ties and contacts with women , women’s org . ommal
institutions of various countries in the world so as to promote
understanding and friendship and to maintain w‘arlﬁd1 'peactei. s

i friendly es v
: the ACWF has established ¥ - ooput 380
em.mTo:tz and ngo women and childrea’s organizations and mst;tnno;;s_.m, =
; i cor ith - een _
:::r 130 countries and regions. Our friendly contacts with -them have beex
increasing steadily. '
Over the last decade or more, in cooperation with t}'xe UNICEF, UNfIE-sI‘:;i;
UN Univers;i-ty CID.% and the governmental and ngo aid mstrtuﬂox.:s 0 g
unfries, the .:lCWF has developed over 800 cooperative projects, wh.tc:h trm.:n F
::ore than ; 300,000 women from 30 provinces, 2atonomous reg;ons mts.
, - - - L B em
iti ' ‘ government’s jurisdiction. The achiev
icipalities under the central gov en A :
::T:I]fy th.c cooperative projects have won the support and praise of peop.e
from all walks of life.

The ACWF has kept very friendly ties, contaf:ts aud‘g’o?per;t;:sn :::rh
women and women’s organizations in the developing counme:.l A {:
Madame Chen Muhua, President of the ACWE, 1;:&1'5011?1?}' led de ;ga ks
visit Ghana and Jordan, Last year, Mme Chen paid a visit to the Repu ‘

Korta.

I ey .%

Chinese women firmly support peoples and women of-'y arious r:otn:;te

in their struggle against foreign aggression and interference, in d:efendm,i .

sovereignty and national independence, 3{.‘1(1 in ther cﬂ'::;s' m ;Ievz:i op::;
) ing w ’s development. e join hands w

" pational economy and promoting women’s : AT
' i tries, on the basis of mutnal resp
the peoples and women of various coun - ! :

mutzal fm-u.ing, mutual use of each other’s experience for reference and treating

each other as equals, to strive agaiust war and in defense of peace.

Thank you.

Bai Yilan:
+ Chinese Representative
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The Peace Movement and the Taiwan Independence Issue
Speaker: - Chuang Shu-chen
From all outward appearances Taiwan is already an independent country. It has
its own president, government, authorities, people and land. If it can maintain its
present structure then this is the best peace, for itsélf, East Asia and the whole world.
Unfortunately, China constantly proclaims that Taiwan is an integral part of itself, and
often makes threats against the island. This leads to an unrest inside Taiwan which
influences world peace. Peace is based in Justice; and human rights are given by
God.  What happens to the land is something over which the people who live here
have the right to decide for themselves. Our church consistently advocates and
respects the people’s right to decide, and sees this as something which runs parallel to
the maintainence of world peace.
' In March this year, Taiwan’s 21 million people freely elected their first President.
However during the proress, the Chinese Communist government constantly
threatened Taiwan, even to the extent of throwing bombs in its vicinity. They hoped,
by this, to force Taiwan to choose the man they wanted, but the people of Taiwan
bravely chose the man they wanted themselves.

Since the Second World War Taiwan has had an independent government. The
Chinese communist party has never controlled Taiwan, not even for one day. Never-
theless they still proclaim that Taiwan is one of their provinces - that it is part of
China. in the same way as Iraq said that Kuwait was one of their provinces. Both
situations are equally ridiculous. At the same time, because of the great pressure and

" the threats which China imposes, Taiwanese and East Asian peace are alike

influenced.

The people of Taiwan are hardworking. Taiwan is 25th in the world in per
capita income, 13th in world trade and the second largest holder of foreign reserves.
Taiwan would like to be recognised as a modern nation and to maintain friendly
diplomatic, economic and political relationships with other countries as a resposible
member of the global village. How long it will be able to continue in this hope, we
really have no notion.

China is always thinking of new ways of reunification. But, from Taiwan’s
point
of view all of these are seen as invasions and ways of being swallowed up, and are
similar to other unpleasant occurances during Taiwan’s history of colonisation.

Over the last 400 years Taiwan has been colonised by the Portugese, the Dutch,
the Spanish, the Chinese during the Ching Dynasty,and the Japanese. Under all of
these local people were killed and enslaved. Naturally, in the hearts of the people in
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Taiwan there has arisen fierce opposition, so, for a long time now, while the people
have felt oppressed they have kept the hope alive that one day they would be able to
rule themselves.  The present climate is that they are not willing to accept the control

of any external political power.
Of all the foreign political powers, the one which up to the present has made the

deepest impact is still the massacre which occutred under Chiang Kai Shek on
February 28th, 1947 when almost all Taiwan’s intelligentsia, the most educated and
cultured were sought out district by district, and any whom they suspected of
opposition, or with whom they were dissatisfied were killed. The Taiwanese are
convinced that if China took over in Taiwan this would lead to unpredictable,
incalculable harsh oppression. Although China speaks of “peaceful unification”, no
matter whether one looks at the historical record or at present communist policy, the
inevitable conclusion is that we this is simply a propaganda war designed to deceive.
If we consider the record of Chinese history, the process of unification has probably
been the most destructive of human life. We do not have to look back into Chinese
history more than three hundred years to find that at the end of the Ming Dynasty and
the beginning of the Ching Dynasty_Chang Hsien-chung lead soldiers into SzeChuan
in the “Ten families, nine destroyed “massacre. When Ching Dynasty soldiers
moved south to invade Yang Chou, first there was the three day massacre of Chia
Ting, followed by the ten day massacre of Yang Chou. During the Boxer rebellion at
the end of the Ching Dynasty Tseng Kuo-fan legd soldiers into Nanking killing more
than 100,000 people.” We do not need to discuss the destruction caused by Mao Tse-
tung in the “unification” of China because this is known all over the world.

Even the son of Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang Chin-kuo when interviewed said ;I
would rather Taiwan were independent than that it came under the control of China
(Issue 42 Black and White News Weekly) '

Although China has said to the world that Chinese will not strike Chinese,the
June 4th Tienan Men incident when harmless students were killed proves otherwise.
Similarly, in this week’s (1996 August 12th) edition of Newsweek, China’s represen-
tative at the Strategic Arms Limitation discussions in Geneva, Sha Dzu-kang, told a
reporter, “China will not make first use of nuclear ‘weapons in any international
conflict, but this does not include Taiwan.” (August 4th 1996). This convinces us
that “unification” is the greatest threat both to Taiwan and to world peace.

‘Peace.’ This is something that Taiwan desperately needs because neither our
society and nor our economy is moving forward. This, together with the present
political instability make people’s hearts are fearful. FEach year more and more
people emigrate. However although Taiwan’s people want the society to continue to
develop economically, and they do not want to leave their homes, nevertheless, as

8¢

thely see China taking back Hongkong and Macau, and that they want to “unify”
Taiwan too, it is impossible for them not to become more afraid and to make plans for
the future so that they can live a peaceful and free life.

Maybe some think that the problem of Taiwan and China can be compared to
East and West Germany, but this is a totally different situation. Firstly East

Germany accepted the control of West Gennany‘§ democratic and materialistic society.

This is totally different from China’s insistence on maintaining Communism
Secondly, both the population and the economic situation are quite different. Thf;
population of East Germany is about one quarter of the population of West Germany
In West Germany the GNP is 19,260 US dollars, and in East Germany GNP is 11 550.
US dollars. In order to maintain East and West Germany’s economic standard e’ve

four West Germans must support one East German. The Taiwan - China situa:tion :Z
ts.:)tal]y different. Taiwan's population is 21 million, while China’s population is 54
times as many, at 1,200 million. According to 1989 figures, when East and West
Germany reunited, Taiwan’s GNP was 7,510 US dollars, ar:d China’s just 300 US

dol.lars. How could Taiwan possibly maintain its living standards?
Taiwanese would have to support 53 Chinese.

could not support this kind of burden.

In conclusion, no matter whether in thought patterns, politics, economics, or
population wise, there is no way of unification that would not bring about disa;ter
and that would not go against the desire for peace to which all nations aspire, and alsc;
against the love and justice for which Christians seek. ' ’

We believe that human rights are given by God. Our land is also given by God.
No person, or political power should be able to take away human rights. Since the

land too is given by God, the people who live in this land have the right to decide their
own future.

Every
Even the super-power United States

Only if we can reach these objectives can humanity achieve true peace
and the world enjoy “love” and “justice”.
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Post-Beijing Okinawa

Carolyn Francis

Seventy-one women returhed to
Okinawa, elated by the atmosphere of
empowerment and  solidarity they
experienced at the fourth UN Conference
" on Wonten and the NGO Forum. All felt
their months of hard work in preparation
for the 11 workshops which introduced
some of the major issues for women in
Okinawan society were fully rewarded by
the enthusiastic reception they received
from women throughout the world.

The final group to return home was
jarred ‘back into reality by the shocking
news when they stepped off the plane on
September 10 of the September 4 abduction
and rape of a 12-year-old Okinawan
schoolgirl by three U.S. military personnel.

Without taking time to unpack, the
NGO Forum ‘95 - Okinawa Committee
went into action, calling a press conference
the following day to.issue a strong protest
to U.S. military authorities and the U.S.
president, which was handed to the US.
Consul - Okinawa, and to the Japanese
prime minister. :

“The Women’s - Children’s -
Islanders’ Rally to Protest the Rape of a
Young Girl” was held on September 23 to
provide an opportunity for all persons
present to express their pent-up frustration,
anger and grief during the “one-minute
speeches” in front of the floor microphones
or in the “eight-person sharing group”
where people could tell their personal
stories. Rally participants signéd protest

_ statements directed to U.S. and Japanese
officials. Afterward, participants marched
to Gate 1 of Kadena Air Base and held a
peaceful demonstration there.

The culmination, of the many
. different protest rallies taking place during
this period was “The Okinawa Citizens
Protest Rally” on October 21. Organized
by Okinawa Prefecture and the Okinawa
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Prefecture Assembly, the rally attracted
85,000 citizens, including young families,
students, women’s and peace groups and
labor unions. *

In response to a long-expressed need,
concerned Okinawan women opened the
“Rape Emergency Intervention Counseling
Center Okinawa” (REIKO) on October 25,
to provide a telephone hot-line service
staffed by trained volunteers, and face-to-
face counseling by a team of women
psychiatrists and experienced women’s
counselors. ~During its first six months,
over 40 women have called REIKO, some to
break the silence of the painful secret of
rape they have borne for years, and others
to ask for assistance in pressing charges
regarding sexual violence suffered recently.

Feeling the strong need to continue
their protest against the 50 years of U.S.
military sexual violence fargeting women
in Okinawa, a press conference on
November 8 announced the organization of
a new, broader women’s network called
“Okinawan Women Act Against Military
Violence.” Its first action was the “12-day
Women’s Sit-in and Signature Campaign”
from November 9 in front of the Okinawa
Prefecture Office, which was timed to
coincide with the scheduled visit of U.S.
President Bill Clinton to Japan.

Toward the end of the November 17-
18 sit-in period, a 25-member delegation
traveled to Tokyo to issue a strong protest to
the Japanese government regarding the 50-
year-long U.S. base presence in Okinawa
and the accompanying sexual violence
against Okinawan women and girls. The
delegation handed over 55,000 signatures
of protest and met with officials at the

Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

On November 29, at the second
general meeting of Okinawan Women Act

Against Military Violence, the following
four program themes were affirmed:

1) Regional teach-ins/speak-outs on
the Japan-U.S. Securily Treaty; the Status of
Forces Agreement, which spells out the
details of the U.S. military presence in
Japan; and the implementation of those
_portions of the Flatform for Action, the
document approved at the fourth UN
Conference on Women, that pertain to
military violence against women and girls;

2) PFProviding regular information
updates by members speaking at meetings
throughout Japan and news reports sent
overseas via mail and the Internet;

3) Monitoring the trial of the three
U.S. military personnel charged with the
rape of the 12-year-old Okinawan
schoolgirl;

4) Organizing a networking tour to
the U.S. in early 1996.

On February 3, 1996, 13 members,
accompanied by a local woman reporter,
set out on the two-week America Feace
Caravan, leaving their subtropical island
home to brave U.S. midwinter ice and snow
and the anticipated hostility of some
American citizens unwilling to hear the
message from Okinawa. The caravan’s
goals were to build understanding among

" U.S. citizens, call for the downsizing of U.S.

military bases and a decrease in military
petsonnel, and to address past and present
human rights violations and sexual
violence against Okinawan women and
children. Caravan leader Takazato
Suzuyo’s prediction that the Okinawan
women’s fervor for peace and their
personal warmth would melt both ice,
snow, and any possible resistance in
American hearts proved accurate.

Visits to San Francisco, Washington
D.C., New York and Honolulu provided
caravan members with opportunities for
networking with peace, labor, environment,
wm:uen’s and church groups; students,
ordinary citizens, elected representatives
and the staffs of the UN Commission on
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Human Rights and Commission on the
Stalus of Women. In San Francisco, local
environmental experts and military officials
guided caravan members through U.S.
military bases currently engaged in cleanup
of major environmental pollution and
hazardous wasle, a lask thal must be
carried out in Okinawa prior to base
conversion.

At each of the over 30 meetings
atlended by more than 800 persons,
caravan members presented the following
five demands:

1) Investigalion of all past crimes
committed by U.S. military personnel in
Okinawa, especially those that constitute
human rights violations against women and
girls;

2) Establishment of a concrete plan
for the reduction and ultimate removal of
all U.S. military personnel from Okinawa,
with highest priority being U.S. Marine
personnel,

3) Strengthening the orientation and

continuing education programs for all U.S.
military personnel sent overseas and their
dependents to insure that they respect and
uphold the basic human rights of the
citizens of the country in which they are
stationed, especially women and children;

4) Implementation of the Flatform for
Action, revising of the Status of Forces
Agreement and reexamination of the
J.apan-U.S. Security Treaty to bring them
into accord with the Flatform for Action;

5) Dispatching experts to investigate
the violation of women’s human rights and
the destruction of the environment in
Okinawa. :

In  Washington D.C.,, caravan

representatives visited the White House to

present signatures and letters for President
Clinton and Hillary Rondham Clinton to
White House Staff assigned to the
president’s Interagency Council on Women,
the agency established recently to

" implement the Platform for Action. A

press conference at the National Fress Club,




attended by 21 national news and TV
agencies, provided a nationwide forum for
caravan members to present their demands
toward the achievement of a truly peaceful
Okinawa. _

In New York, discussion with UN
staff provided caravan metbers  with
suggestions for ways to present Okinawan
issues in the international arena. '

Visits to five university campuses in
the New York area and Honolulu produced
dialogue with students and fresh insights
‘on peace studies, women’s studies and’
wonen’s center programs on the university
campus. Returning to Okinawa, caravan
members have visited five local university
campuses  to challenge ~ Okinawan
university students to reconsider whether
USS. military power and the Japan-US.
Security Trealy are either necessary oOr
~ conducive to building true peace in Asia

and the Pacific region.

Since the America Feace Caravan’s
return, changes have continued to occur in
Okinawa. Okinawa Prefecture Governor
Ota Masahide’s refusal to serve as proxy
and sign the base land lease renewal
contracts on behalf of the landowners who
have refused to allow their land to be used
by U.S. military bases has led to a lawsuit

.being  instigated by the Japanese
government in the name of the prime
minister. The first ruling was in favor of
the Japanese government, and the case has
been moved to the high court level.

The governmeht’s refusal to
recognize antiwar landowner Chibana
Shoichi’s petition for the return of his land
on March 31 was followed by the court
decision granting approval for him, his
family and a few supporters to enter his
land briefly on April 1 and June 22.

Continuing rapes committed by U.S.
military personnel against both Okinawan
wonten outside the base and U.S. military
dependents inside the base point to the
ongoing nature of US. military human
rights  violations and sexual violence

34

against wotnen.

A noticeable increase in the number
of fatal iraffic accidents caused by U.S.
military personnel during the first three
months of 1996, has claimed as its victims
a 35-year-old mother, her 10-year-old and
1-year-old daughters, a first-year male
univetsity student- and a 52-year-old
woman. Victims’ family members have
recently formed the «pssociation of Victims
of U.S. Military Accidents,” calling on
victitns of past accidents to join them in the
appeal for justice and fair compensation.

The announcement by U.S. President
Bill Clinton and Japanese Prime Minister
Hashimoto Ryutaro of the agreement to
return the U.S. Marine Corp’s Futenma
Base and other facilities and transfer of
those facilities’ functions to other U.S. bases
in Okinawa and other parts of Japan has.
only served to increase the concerns of

Okinawa citizens that such moves *

represent no more than a shifting around
of military facilities, the result providing
very little relief for Okinawa, and
heightened anxiety —on the part of
landowners and Okinawan base employees
who fear for their daily livelihood.

On June 29, the third general
meeting of the Okinawan Women Act
Against Military Violence approved the
strategy for the next six-month period, and
announced its new action prograit as
follows: '

I. STUDY AND INVESTIGATION

1) Continuing the investigation into crimes
of past and present U.S. military violence
against women and children ~ through
personal interviews and examination of
hisforical documents;

2) Inviting Columbia University Teachers
College, Department of Peace Studies Head,
Professor Betty Reardon to Okinawa in
September to hold lectures and seminars on
.peace studies;

3) Pressing for the inclusion of studies on

war, peace and violence from women’s
perspective into university curriculum; l
4) l_{oldmg an inlernational confcrcn,cc in
April ]99'{’ on “Bases, Military Fower and
Womc;n,” In response to a request by a San
Francisco State Universily professor; ‘

II. INFORMATION SI ~
5 1ARI
NETWORKING o

1) Making use of th i
e Americs ac

Caravan Report, o fenee
2) Rgsponding to requests for speakers for
meetings throughout Japan; '

3) Strengthening the San Francisco-
i)kmgwa network established during the
dlnf_:rlcahr’eacq Caravan and strengthened

uring the June “Land is Life”
] conference
4) Presentating Okinawa issues at the July
16th ‘General Conference of  the
Iniern:ftlc.mal Peace Research Association
Comumission on “Women and Feace” in
Brisbane, Australia;
ﬁ: Strengthening the network with women

rg;tlghsmt Japan a‘nd overseas through
publication of information  update
newsletters in Japanese and English;

glﬁ AFFEALING FOR A UN_COMMISSION
- HUMAN RIGIITS SPECIAL
RTEUR AND U.S. SPECIALISTS TO
VISIT OKINAWA TO INVESTIGATE THE
EXISTING SITUATION IN REGARD TO
HUMAN _RIGHTS _ VIOLATIONS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION

IV.  SUFPORTING _ VICTIM

S OF US.
MILITARY HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
N ONITORING TED TRIALS

The Okinawa women’s network that
sent T.r'I women to Beijing is spreading and
growing rapidly not only within Okinawa
but thro‘ughout.]ﬂpan and the rest world 1;
worrien join hands to lend their support ’f;r
lhe_ creation of a truly peaceful and just
Okinawa. We express our deep gmlilud.e

to our concerned sisterhood

network

2]

around the world.




PEACE

My cxpericnee and forward to futurc

I was born in Tokyo 1924. Tacko W_'

At that time Japanese socicty was rather

quict compared with other period,because B

the world was in the stste of shock by

the damage of the Ist world war. ! b

Disarmament agrecment was concluded
among the countries.Also Japan was a
member of them.and decrcased the force
ol arms under the agreement.,

But around 1930th, Japanese militarism
came into influcntial powcr with support
of the fanatic nationalists.

On 1933, Japan’ retired from  the League
of Nations.Even now I remember the ward
“ hijouji™ in Japancsc.lt means “ We are in
a national crisis” .Now 1 rccognize that
the ward was national policy to rise the
national emotion of the people against
ncighbour countrics cspecially China.

Most Japanesc were drifled into the po—
licy except a small number of christians
and commuuists. There were not small num—
ber who didn't agree with the policy,but
they couldn’t express their opinions be—
cause when they published their ideas,
they were thrown into the jail.

Japanese army has attacked China spora—
dically and on 1936 finally the army
~opened fire. The war was continued for
ISyears since then.

3/)0

In the beginning Japancse navy was
against the strategy of the army but in
Dec. 1941 the navy attacked the troops of
U.S.A.ln Pcarl harber in Hawaii.
Through my young days in the war—time;,
Uwas alwiys resteaining, my ontual fee
ling or idea by mysell.I knew that my
thinking or fecling way were unaccepta—
blc by the authoritics. This was much
bitter more than hunger or lack of dairy -
goods. ‘Therefore when the war was ended
in the summer of 1945 ,my heart was full
of cxpectation for freedom.

New constitution was proclaimed with
suggestion of U.S.A.. That declared eter—
nal renouncement of war,and we c¢itizen
has sovereign of the nation.

We accepted. the new constitution with
great joy and hope,and until now we have
kept it in respect.

To my rcgret even now some people didn't
understand the spirit of the constitu—

tion. They have been clinging to their
intolcrant estimation about former war,

they wouldn’t like to realize the subs—
tances of the war and they frequently
publish their shameless opinions.

After the end of the war the informa—
tions have been opened to the public bit
by bit.We learncd by them a lot of ter—
rible crueltics of Japanesc miﬁtary.

Thetr targets were not only soldiers but
also civilians. The scxual violation the
compulsory arrcest and hard labor.
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We have never known about such matters.
Alter the war,our interests were ga—
thering on the problem of nuclcz\i',bef—
cause we were attacked by the atomic
bombing,thercfore we know the devilish
power of nuclcar, that’'s why we pre con—
(inuing the activitics of extirpation of
nucle;?r for humanbeing over the world.
We are the -victims of atomic bombing,
but also we brought terrible evil by the
war on the litt()plt: in Asian couitries.
Nowadays,despite the cold war ended,st—
rifes between races or religions are
continuing without ccase.Many people are
suffering from them.
[ am surc that the products of war or
strife arc only harmful things killing,
injury, poverty,refugees,cle..
Japancsc military has commited such'
crime for a long time in Asian countrics
and iavaded into China,Korca, Taiwan even
Okinawa.Now 1 apologize to them sincerc—
ly.
Last summer,we gathered in Beijing from
over the world for the 4th International
Women's conference,and finally we adop—
ted the Action principle.In it the all
matters about Peace are important and
indispensable. ‘
Now the wave of empowerment of women
has been raising globally.l hope we push
our activitics forward with vision.
[ proposc concrete strategigs

* Extirpation of nuclear(denuclearize)

* Prohibition of cvery kinds of weapons
instant cvacuation of landmine

* Relicf of refugees cspecially women
and children S
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Women's Role for the peace of
East Asian Region

Young-ae Hah
Prof., Kyunghee University Chair, Korea-China Women’s Exchange Association

Introduction

The world surrounding Korean women is changing rapidly. The Basic Law on Women’s Development was
passed last year. The first Women’s Week (July 1-7) was celebrated this year, with the President and the First
Lady taking part in the gala ceremony on the 3rd, where he made many promises to women, including a 20%
target for women’s employment in civil service. As part of the celebrations, July 6 was designated the 1st
Business Women’s Day. These are some of the achievements for Korean women following the 4th World
Conference on Women in Beijing.

Despite these accomplishments, the field of peace studies and peace movement remains an unexplored territory
for women. It is, therefore, a rare opportunity for the women of East Asia, especially of divided Korea, to take
part in the discussions of the subcommittee on peace at the 2nd East Asia Women’s Forum, hosted by the Korea
Women’s NGO Committee (KWNC).I. Theoretical Framework

1) Peace and Peace Movement

Conceptually, peace is of two kinds: negative peace and positive peace. Negative peace means the absence of
war. Positive peace is more complex to define. Peace scholar Johan Galtung defined it as social harmony based
on love and humanitarianism. Dr. Young Seek Choue goes further and includes mutual cooperation among
individuals and groups, not merely the absence of hostility, as a condition for peace. Peace is also conceived
differently in the context of the nuclear race versus traditional warfare. In the former case, war is forced, and
peace, ironically, requires preparedness for war. In the latter, peace implies a multitude of conditions, including

the absence of physical confrontation, constructive cooperation, justice, harmony, togetherness, and, in some
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thinking, feminism, trans-nationalism, and grassroots movements.

Taken together, these ideas present a broad definition of peace as the process of creating a community of
mankind where war is absent, discord and conflict are resolved through dialogue and compromise, and individuals
are able to develop their abilities.

Peace movement is defined as a series of organized group activities aimed at enhancing peace.

2) Peace Movement in Northeast Asia: the Actors and Direction

Peace movements have traditionally been led by religious leaders, moralists, men and women of law,
philanthropists, andpoliticians. Today, the field is more diverse.

In Northeast Asia, intellectuals, scholars, civic groups, NGOs, women’s organizations, and families can play
central roles in the peace movement. International organizations, educational institutions, and the media are also
important. With minds for critical analysis and visions for the future, as well as a greater objectivity than
politicians or religious leaders, academicians and other intellectuals must actively lead.

Feminism in the peace movement makes it attuned to the harmonious side of human nature and the peace-
orientation of the female ethos. The question is not whether women are in fact more peace-oriented than men.

Men can be female, and women male. The important thing is to build the foundation for peace by inculcating the

female ethos in the socialization process. 15,000 GOs and 30,000 NGOs took part in the 4th World Conference

on Women in Beijing last year. The gathering saw active discussions on equality, development and peace. Peace -

is a central theme in the Beijing Platform for Action. At the NGO meeting accompanying the 40th meeting of the

UN Committee on the Status of Women in March this year, a separate workshop was dedicated to peace,

demonstrating the growing interest of women'’s groups around the world. The importance of the role of NGOs in
the international community is growing. Women’s NGOs, in particular, maintained a high profile at the Beijing
Conference. The conditions are ripe for women NGOs of Northeast Asia to join forces in a region-wide peace
movement

To promote women’s policies many governments have a separate office, which can become the driving force

for peace policies as well. In Korea, the Ministry for Political Affairs II (in charge of women’s policies), the
Korea Women's Development Institute (KWDI), women’s NGOs - 96 of which are represented in KWNC - and

other social organizations can cooperate to facilitate the building of a lasting peace on the Korean peninsula and

Northeast Asia.

Peace movement must be based on universal values and objective principles. Political interest, ideology or -
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exclusive religious creeds would distort it. Peace movement should evolve along two directions: in the passive
sense to prevent war, as in anti-war and anti-nuclear movements; and in the active sense, beyond working against
war for humanitarian or some abstract reasons, to remove the causes of war and to promote peace with c—"T—
oncrete measures. This involves education, shared awareness, and equality. The following summary illustrates the
point

safety

passive movement arms reduction
arms control

(anti-war, anti-nuclear)

peace movement

shared awareness (organization),

active movement;-jeducation ¢
equality

History of Peace Movements

1) A Global Review

The birth of the Peace Society in the United States in the early 19th century is the first recorded case of
organized movement for peace. In the Middle Ages, two peace movements drew attention.

One was “Pas Dei”, led by the Catholic church, and the other was the “Land” peace movement centering
around the secular monarch, as the implementation of the “Landfriedensgesetz”. Later peace movements in the
United States and Great Britain were strongly Christian. In France, advocates of free labor led the debate on

war and peace. In 1843, the International Peace Congress was first convened in London. The 1849 Congress in
France drew 670 delegates from Great Britain. The Chairman of the Congress, Victor Hugo proposed European

integration and denounced economic measures for war. However, the Congress was debilitated by a war. |

In 1910, Edwin Ginn inaugurated the World Peace Foundation. The Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace was not far behind in coming.

Prior to World War I, peace movements in general started on religious bases. The focus was on devising
political and legal means to prevent war, as all wars were seen as evil. The birth of the United Nations provided an
important momentum to post-War World II peace movement. However, the East-West confrontation of the Cold
War weakened the global body, and the weakness has yet to be overcome in the post-Cold War years.

The post-World War II peace movement evolved along two lines: the World Council of Peace and the anti-
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nuclear movement. A gathering of peace advocates established the World Council of Peace in 1950, proclaiming
peaceful coexistence, conflict resolution through negotiation, and national self-determination and
non™ intervention as the basic principles of peace movement. The Council held global peace conferences in
Vienna in 1952, in Moscow in 1962, and in Helsinki in 1955 and 1965. However, the break-up of the Eastern

bloc and the Sino-Soviet conflict stifled the movement.

The anti-nuclear movement started with a 1955 rally in Japan denouncing nuclear and hydrogen bombs, and
spread to the western countries. At the time, some 1,500 groups were involved in organized activity for peace and

arms reduction, reflecting the high degree of interest among the world citizens.

;
?é
X
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In 1899 the world’s first congress on peace was held in the Hague. Austria’s representative Berta Von Suttner

played a critical role in realizing the gathering. In the months leading up to the conference, women in eighteen
European countries organized 565 peace rallies, where they denounced war and called for the establishment of an
court with the power to rule in international disputes. Madam Suttner wrote “Die Waffen nieder” in 1883 to urge
all to lay down their arms. In 1905 she became the first recipient of the Nobel Prize for peace.

After World War 11, women’s movement in the West evolved in parallel with the black rights movement in the -
United States, anti™ Vietnam war movement, and other human rights movements. In 1979, following a decision
by NATO, it took on peace as its major theme. An example was the peace rally at the Greenham Air Base in the
United Kingdom. On December 12, 1982, holding hands women formed a chain circling the 14 kilometers
around the Base. Some 35,000 women took part. They hung pictures, baby diapers, and bridal around the fence.
The scene later became a symbol of peace movement in Europe. Women’s peace movement in the eighties was
driven by the awareness that a world dependent on the nuclear umbrella would ultimately collapse. It spoke out
against the military-industrial complexes of the world’s advanced countries and military powers that were
continuing to expand their arms capability.

2) Peace movement in Korea

Peace movements in Korea are of many strains. Three are reviewed.

A. Korea’s Initiative in UN Designation of Day of World Peace, Year of World Peace

Amidst rising concerns over the possibility of World War III with nations caught up in a spiraling arms race
and conflicts, In 1982 in San Jose, Costa Rica at the 6th congress of LAUP, the global association of university
presidents, Dr. Young Seek Choue, President of Kyunghee University in Korea delivered a keynote speech,
proposing that the UN proclaim a “Day of World Peace” as well as a “Year of World Peace”. The 700 participants
fully concurred, and the recommendation was adopted unanimously. A week later, it was adopted as a formal
agenda of the 36th UN General Assembly, where the 157 member nations all voted in favor of designating the 3rd
week of September ever year as “Day of World Peace”. The UN Economic and Social Council designated 1986_|
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as “Year of World Peace”.

B. Civic Groups and Women’s Organizations

Established in 1978, the Bright Society Club of Korea hasgreatly contributed to rejuvenating the spirit of the
Sae-ma-eul (“new community”) Movement. For nearly two decades it has steadfastly campaigned for the good
life, a healthy society, environmental protection, human rights, and world peace. The Club headquarters in Korea
connects with national offices in other countries. In Korea alone, there are 440 unit clubs with a total membership
of 11,000, of which 30% are women. The clubs hold monthly meetings, jointly sponsor seminars on peace-related
themes to enhance the public understanding about the issues

The clubs have helped the children who were victims of ‘Chernobyl, send aid to the starving children of
Somalia ($70,000), and carried out a signature collection campaign for the reunion of separated families on the
Korean peninsula. Drawing 21,202,192 signatures from 153 countries around the world, it made the Guiness
Book of World Records in November 4, 1994.

The Korean Church Women'’s Association, along with other women’s organizations, have pushed for the
passing of a special law protecting the rights of the estimated 20,000 victims of the nuclear bombs. It has also
held seminars to raise the public awareness about the dangers of nuclear arms. The Federation of Korean
Women’s Organization set up an anti-nuclear peace committee in April 1989. These organizations joined hands to
form a women’s alliance for the reduction of the defense budget and non™ nuclearization of the Korean peninsula.
It had also mobilized mothers against the sending of Korean troops to the Gulf War.

C. Educational and Research Institutes

A unique school in Korea is the Graduate Institute of Peace Studies. Now ten years old, the Institute offers
master’s degrees in peace and security studies with courses in arms reduction, international organizations, and
theories on peace. It invites world-renowned scholars from overseas for lectures conducted in English.

Scholarships are offered to the top 20-25% of the student enrollment. In 1993, it received the UNESCO award for
peace education.

1. Day of World Peace and International Seminars

In 1979, the Institute for Restoration of Human Societies was established at Kyunghee University in Korea as
an affiliate of LAUP. The Institute has carried out research programs and published the results. In 1986 it
published in English the World Encyclopedia of Peace. Translation into Korean and other languages is now
underway. In commemoration of the first UN Day of Peace, Sept. 12, 1982, it has held annual ceremonies at
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Sejong Cultural Center in downtown Seoul. Since 1987, hundreds of participants, both Korean and foreign, have
taken part in international events and scholarly gatherings organized by the Institute. Furthermore, some 1,200
people every year take part in the Institute’s various educational programs.

2. Training in Peace Education

The international seminars organized by the Institute for

Restoration of Human Societies are attended by college students,

graduate students, and members of the Bright Society Club and other

civic organizations. The seminar themes during the past three

years were as follows.

In 1992, marking the 11th Day of World Peace, the 21 Korean and foreign scholars taking part discussed:
Democracy and New International Order Under Pax UN in the 21st Century; International Efforts of the
Conference for Peace through Education; and the United Nations and a New Democratic Order

The 1993 seminar discussed: the Future Position and Role of Korea in Northeast Asia; Effective Method of
Nuclear Inspection in Northeast Asia; and In Search of Regional Cooperation Regime in Northeast Asia.

In 1994, Restoration of Morality and Humanity was the theme.Former Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu
spoke on environmental problems and restoration of humanity, and Dr. Young Seek Choue made a presentation on
the Tasks and Option of Human Society at Historical Turning Point. The 15 presenters and 15 discussants,
included presidents of prestigious universities from around theworld.

The YWCA in Korea has steadily held workshops and research meetings on peace and unification. Women’s
organizations have campaigned to remove war-related toys from the market. The Federation of Korean Girl
Scouts campaigned to send “postcards of peace”, and the YWCA developed children’s toys with themes about

peace and unification. The three institutes of the Institute for Restoration of Human Society holds weekly
sessions to discuss world peace and the role of the United Nations, prospects of a new order in Northeast Asia,
peace and communication, APEC and the Asia-Pacific era, and other peace-related issues Korean scholars have
been joined by their colleagues from Russia, Germany, Mexico, Australia and other countries in the Institute’s
various research programs. However, women specialists have been almost invisible. Expanding their number in

the field is an urgent task.China, despite the statistics that speak otherwise, has not been an exception in

discrimination against women. At the Beijing University, only after professors and students fought to remove the
“no women” policy in entrance policy in 1920. After the People’s Republic of China was established in 1949,
women’s movement in China became a puppet of Mao’s communist revolution, far removed from the ideals of
peace. In 1986, the Law on Mandatory Education was proclaimed . In 1992, the Law on the Protection of the
Rights and Interests of Women was made.
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A major part of the women’s movement in East Asia concerns labor issues. Since the seventies, the region has
been home to scores of “free export zones”, which, in 1980, employed a total of 750,000 workers 70-80% of
which were women working for low pay under poor conditions and exploitative management. No wonder that
women'’s labor movement became active in Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia and many other countries of the region.

The 1975 World Conference on Women in Mexico adopted “equality, development, and peace” as the guiding
values of women. The 1985 and 1995 Conferences were held in Nairobi and Beijing. The global gatherings
greatly contributed to removing the barriers against women around the world. But in terms of encouraging
women'’s contribution to strengthening world peace, the results have been meager.

III. Women’s Role in East Asia Peace Movement

Northeast Asia is expected to play a central role in the globalization age of the 21st century. In particular, the
women of the divided nations of South and North Korea and China and Taiwan can contribute much to peaceful
national unification. The work should proceed along the following three lines. 1) Using the Beijing Momentum
to Build a Community for Peace Governments make and implement policies, and NGOs, with their freedom to
explore new ideas and issues, can influence the process. With the role of NGOs growing, women NGOs around
the world should try to network, and make peace movement a central theme in the process.

In 1979, the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, raising women’s issues to the center of world attention. By 1985, the Convention had 92
signatories; 66 had ratified it. The Korean government signed it in May 1983. The amendment of the Family
Law was an immediate result. Later, the Korea Women’s Development Institute was established (April 1983), as
well as a policy deliberation committee on women'’s issues to counsel the Prime Minister (December 1983).

Peace was one of the critical areas of concern of the NGO Forum at the Beijing World Conference on Women.
But the attendance at the many workshops on peace-related themes was unexpectedly low.

The 2nd East Asia Women’s Forum in Seoul, following the 1st in Tokyo in 1994 keeps up the momentum of
active exchanges between the women of the region, especially of Korea, Japan and China. Women’s NGOs of
Northeast Asia are urged to join hands to establish a “Northeast Asia Women'’s Peace Committee” as the driving
force of a on-going peace movement in the region.

2) Peace Education and Women'’s Peace Movement

War and peace are intricately related to the inner nature and psychological make-up of human beings. Peace
requires educating people to be peace-minded. Peace education should be made a part of the regular school
curricula. Institutions of higher education on peace, such as the Graduate Institute of Peace Studies in Korea,
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should develop programs to nurture women experts on peace matters, who are able to lead the peace movement as
well as to contribute to the strengthening of humane governance. Feminism must be part of the foundation for the

building of peace.

3) Pax UN and Women’s Role

At its 27th General Assembly, the UN resolved to designate 1975 as the Year of Women. At the 1975 World
Conference on Women in Mexico, “equality, development, and peace” was adopted as the guiding principles for
action. The results of action were reviewed at the 1985 meeting in Nairobi and the 1996 meeting in Beijing. The
Conferences are judged to have given momentum to the efforts to remove the barriers against women’s
advancement in society and enhance women’s awareness. The strategies outlined in the plan of action are hopeful
documents for the future

For peace in Northeast Asia and the world, “Pax UN”, where the UN is the center of the world system of peace
must be established ™not “Pax Romana” where a single country holds sway. Able women must be assigned to
the various UN offices and agencies that deal with women'’s issues, such as the Committee on Women’s Status,

= S

INSTRAW, UNIFEM, and UNDP. With three women now running for Secretary-General, the time is women to

strengthen and expand our presence in the UN system. The era of Pax UN is dawning, and women, with the
belief that they would never give up, must strive to realize the noble ideals of the UN Charter.

4) Women in Inter-Korean and China-Taiwan Exchanges

Peace on the Korean peninsula is essential to building peace in Northeast Asia. There can be many ways for
women of the region to contribute to the process, but mutual trust must be the basis in all cases. And building
mutual trust requires active exchanges. Let us, the women of South and North Korea and China and Taiwan start

such exchanges. Our sisters of China and Taiwan can aid us in our efforts to activate inter-Korean exchanges, and

vice versa. And our sisters of Japan can play important facilitating roles. Already, a preliminary rally to promote '
inter-Korean women’s exchanges took place in Seoul recently. There have also been sporadic contacts between
South and North Korean women at various international conferences, women's NGO meetings, academic "
gatherings, and art events. As the seeds of a peace movement on the Korean peninsula, they must be made more

regular and lasting. Peace on the Korean peninsula requires much work. Only with great endeavor will we be:
able to hand down a 21st century of peace to our future generations. Conclusion
Peace is something to be sought not achieved. Peace and peace movement is not limited to the passive idea of

preventing peace. It should also involved the active conception of people being able to develop their ability and

conflict and tension being resolved through discussion, compromise and exchanges rather than physical power.
The strategy for the women of Northeast Asia in their peace movement can be summarized as follows

First, women’s organizations should take the lead. Organization and numbers matter a great deal in these
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complex times. The successful experiences of the past indicate that women'’s organizations must cooperation with
one another, networking with one another to spread the message of peace. Moreover, the efforts should not be a
one-time deal but should be continued through the establishment of a standing organization, such as a Northeast
Women’s Peace Committee.

Second, education for peace must be strengthened. Indeed, education is the most effective form of peace
movement. Women experts on peace must be nurtured. Course on peace-related topics should be offered in the
regular school curricula at all levels. A priority theme for the UN Committee on Women’s Status in 1996 is
education for peace.

Third, international bodies should be strengthened for Pax UN, and women'’s presence and influence in the UN
system should be expanded. And all of these efforts must be promoted with long-term vision and dedication.
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After careful review of the progress and still remaining problems
after the First East Asian Women’s Forum in 1994 and the Fourth
World Conference on Women in 1995, the participants of this Forum
adopt the following resolutions.

1. On the issue of "comfort women”, we urge the Government of
Japan to withdraw the Asian Women’'s Fund, take legal responsibility
and pay state reparation. In order to emphasize the importance of this
issue to women in East Asia, we adopt a special resolution on this
issue, which is attached.

2. Policies for women’s equal employment, including ‘equal pay for
equal work,” should be fully implemented in order to remove the strong
gender discrimination at the workplace. Working mothers need the
maternity leave and protection of reproductive health and rights. Many
women who are unemployed because of their pregnancy and child and
family care need sufficient training opportunities for their economic
independence. For women farmers, their economic contribution should be
recognized by the society, and equal access to financial resources as
well as decision—making should be promoted.

3. The human rights of marginalized women, in particular, the
elderly, disabled and foreign migrant workers, should be recognized as a
social issue. Full legal protection and social participation should be
ensured.

4. For the full and equal participatign of women in politics, we
demand a quota system of at least 30% in various decision-making
positions. In addition, sufficient resources for women’s political
participation must be ensured.

5. For women in religion, we demand the churches to free
themselves from racism, sexism and classism as well as teachings and
practices that descriminate against women. The decisive contributions
women are already making in churches and communities should be
affirmed, and the churches should be encouraged to take actions in
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solidarity with women. The traditional concept of the family rooted in
patriarchy should be redefined. We should accept the diverse forms of
families.

6. Women and women’s organizations should be empowered to
participate in all aspects of sustainable development. We strongly oppose
to the transfer of industrial toxic and nuclear waste from the developed
countries to the less developed regions. '

7. Women should be legally protected from all forms of violence
such as domestic violence, rape and sexual harassment, prostitution and
trafficking, child abuse, pornography and infanticid:e. The public should
be educated on the issues addressing violence against women.
Rehabilitation services should be fully provided to women victims
including those in military bases.

8. In order to establish peace in East Asia, we urge the
governments to stop the development and export of nuclear power
plants and nuclear weapons as well as nuclear tests. More efforts
should be put in- raising public awareness on peace issues and in
building networks among women NGOs in this region.

9. The Third East Asian Women’s Forum shall be held in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in 1998,




