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16 Robert S McNarnara, In Retrospect The Tragedy and Lessons of Vietnam, New York, Random House,
1995. "We of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations who participated in the decision on Vietnam acted
dccordingly to what we thought were the principles-and traditions of this nation.We made our decisions in
the light of those values. Yet we were wrong, terribly wrong. We owe it to future generations to explain
why."(Preface, xvi-xvil)

17. "One reason the Kennedy and Johnson administrations failed to take and orderly, rational approach to the
basic questions underlying Vietnam was the staggering variety and complexity of other issues we faced.
Simply put, we faced a blizzard of problems, there were only twenty-four hours in a day, and we often
did not have time to think straight.” ibid. , p. xvil.
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