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May 10, 1997 |

1. We as the representatives of The Korean Association of Gays and
Leshians for Human Rights are fully aware of the fact that one of the
major Japanese Gays and Leshians organizations, OCCUR has been in a
legal dispute since 1991 due to unfair discrimination by the "Youth
House” on the use of its facilities. g
2. We are fully aware of the fact that throughout the history of thg
humankind, that often unfair discriminations and destructions were and are
justified in the name of “majority nule”. Consequently, to this day, there are

numerous instances of systemic infringements of the human rights. And the
gay and leshian movement is also a victim,

3. We are mad at the irrational, barbaric practices of imposing control and
restrictions based on sexual preferences and stereotypes.

We are also angry at the treatment that our brothers and sisters are getting
by the unfair portrayal of gays and lesbians by the Japanese media, comme-
rcializing and ridiculing.

In actual, gays and lesbians are also citizens of Japan, Tokyo and are hard
working, tax paying members of the society.

4, We define the discrimination show by the city of Tokyo and "Youth
House” as acts aimed at destroying the gay and lesbian identity and a humen
rights violation.

The ralionale presented by the city of Tokyo was that allowance of gays and
lebians into above mentioned facilities would "intrude upon healthy education .
of the youth”, an antiquated notion. _ g

The latter rationale is ‘merely a cover up for the mlsunderstandmgs and 1gno-f
rance rampant in the Japanese society and merely based on groundless, matl“;
onal fear. t

5.  We as advocates of human righls in general and as citizens of the neig*%
hboring country, Korea, demand that the upcoming decision will not become a
contributing factor to the reproduction of control and human right violations. ;
6. We declare that from this day on, we will not tolerate any infringement
on human rights, be it in Asia or worldwide. We will stop being silent. :
We will speak out, forming alliances with other human rights organizations a&
well as worldwide gay and lesbian organizations. in the nearest possible fut—;

~ ure, we will be able to overcome the present forces of mess of control, disc,r—;

imination and human right violations. Thank you.
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