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w3 ol 3l A ajAe] 83-8 AitAo i mpjdlo] oA ©@ES HEa ARt Yie
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A EA 9 A - JFA(Gender Issues)S AP Ao 2 AAHAE et gl HE9 o/F
U7} vhsl “SFE"Ql HolA AFAl A4S #EAo] A B 5 Arh AFTUHANA 7 F

B A e-2 wrEith w3, 2ugl kA SFEL e Aol AAdA Fos AL
Z5E Aztoltt 1729 g& AvUAE SF71EL 5449 HAdo yHistn o o=Esd
¥ang pEId A}E W3 AEe Aok, A WEL [(FaAR 1] 44, 74, 28n
¥2ko #3 NCSA 8% 1§ (http//www.ncac.org/we&phomehtm)® [FaAl8 2] “Sara Nor
man® Ad3 Ao tF 38" (http://dept.english.upenn.edu/ snorman/cult) & 3=3}24 Hjgt
= :

“eFdE” 7 BRI FuE FAYE ooprldm U} STE Hde] AAFHLE HuY
2E §52 %S Aon, #AnySe #§ F44H9 EExa 23F AQd 2¥ 7HesAel A
o}, agla, Zale] Aad A Ao E & = A AN FA AL FHe] JArHSelf Nude
E Azpsi R,

AE3 BASE o] Az CUAC(Civil Unions for Anti-Censorship)® Zs|&E A7t
CUACSY] ZAdal #d AL "JHEA d4uM“E Fuszd v,

oot ‘A A9AdE TS, 271A EAo g moltt, “AFr] A=y, “tniE
o]" “MAIAE fJAlO|E” ‘A g Axe ¥R . . old RAEL %A & AHAQIZ? 7IAH
02t oY AFd dHAME ALY AMAHOZ “#L” - AANH fgE F2 AAIEE &rldA
- o] dg Wapow Fo}. A ofFAR FFALII} old AES §UAT £ U+ AAT} oY
22 ol AEL AL AR - AP BEY, ¥y, Z/MEE -& F3d AUt 753t
m, Wala A FA 7149 olfvF 8 + /Ut

2. ZFE, HEHISt Y

AFEE & L3 A4S Ak AEFAHQ #Jo|dr? A= AEFAHQ ZeldA 7IR1Eh= A
o] ol FAF W& B F3 § ARAw0] A4S AFH, WAL A&7 WMAANZH.
ZHAE U8 “http://www cpst.org/dox/program/gender/papers.htm”S F=317] vlg

AL ZRANGA AR, AFAE7e]e] AUAe] FHe HEAART HFEH VESAE o
A AWAe 7ty A fAlsith QAL 44 AFE WEHQA FFEA A=A 5 Ao o
M, Aol FAdRT o AHTF A BECh

3. g0l MZLiord A=

AA : EA7F okl Anle) A a4

FroAl A R AL M FAS AHAHOR ANS AR JALE 2" Fastid,
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F7HA 7bsA.. FFE 953 Aol RelA] vEo]A Community... 281, Gender Issues
o g &% E & s 94 8710 94 H o2 NetworkS AT Ho 2 AlmsbaA]
= ARNAo 2 ¥ WA} A vAE A2 thiolgitin Ay,

ClE{ulialel ojdEi HE
AR At SING 4} o]

1. 97l

d gl @eitz QY s'goin ZEE Fdo] ol = EY EFL gE o
FAF wHEIY =AM E rHEN R3] ol HAAHE ALt 7Y mjAIt 2 uA]
A2, oAl 1 #WAIAE W(World Wide Web)olt &} 2+ s=alglo s 23t} npgiuke
TEYH U9 ARE &4 BT £ de S ad9, 5949, 245 gk njAi S o
43 4 A f"r{% 44 92 AEdle] dEA MulAz grsQh

FRE o9l Stk stold, Weleh YreE 2] UEA BBSAAME gl MuAE A
F37] AR ololilE, U2 So QHY MHAS ARHOZ ABIE A ARoH
2 EAA A, HAF Y/UEE A Aol HolEQNT AR wF 2015974A 7z 1A
7HA AEAELEE2E 7 ogolt), oA dEolu} Ao F2 AMS-EA dEUL Yuds
44 A3 ¢ A HAAJ

AL AR 71909 oA wmE gz Yo HlE AP LERAEC] YEIE S35
BE3e 25 FF3UAA Bole g 9= A$ 4»e 43322 E(NonGovernmental
Organizations)e] AEHYW-E ©]-83te BF8u glch

o] 2dlMe A4EY A7 HvUES 402 QHYe dokg MulAS Adstaln Fo
°l 29 B2 ¥EE2 '@t8 YE(Laura Hunt)'7} & 'APAT/MuU2E ARE 9 dg
Y749 A8 (Sources for Womens Studies/Feminist Information on Internet)’& #4Eg 9l
gaEg

23 e 49 AR AT Mu]A2l 19 (gopher), ©}F(archie), $0)Z(wais) $-& A7)
@ot. ¥ (gopher)= #WlwTRdl 71N QEIN AR @A-L 71sdA e Aulxold. 1y
(gopher)E F3st W3z FE7E ol A Qg F Telneto] FTPE ALgate] AAlo]
H3he JEE MR 4 o dlo]=(Wais)E 'Wide-Area Information Server'e] Z¢l2tz g
olEHlolA T AEF FolRIINF Au|Aolt}, o}Fl(Archie)= AEWUAY] FAH HUE9)
el A MR E AFsh= Rold.

3FAME wdd F2EU FAAFE AT JEd A9 xmse F2 AR
(E-mail)-& F3lA o]FolFdth #AA9-WE Fu /1984 Al AddE PFE ] Al
ARE 23l Jolofgth, AAL-HE o]g3te] MUY Y2EL F2OFd HAS Bl 5 9]
ok Ado] #4lE 7 E Hobel MUy gAEd 71QlEA Hebd o] Bl HAE 1 w9
F 1Fe BE 7KIAEA 7 "3, O 7Ig)AEe] BA % wolnA "k 19 (gopher), W
22E T FR AF MHAE T F2OF9 YLEEL 9 £5 Utk

dZdME H8 T3 U 5 A YHUAL] dEAH AdA4RE duolxEL At o
(World Wide Web)2 QIE{Yl BH3}-& R3S} A7l Au|2olth B3¢ 442 @alols A 2
Stjgte nhgankE  Felsle] At ARE 44 2 4+ Yok A YE2Fo|x g
BeheA 2 fgiole} 1w, o}y, dlo)=E SIHYY R MuAS 44 ALY 4 9
o 2 F4doz Qe Mul~vl Sgsa Ao

2. 19, o}7], sleo]l=



T gE Rl s 58 IR iz Mulseld, disr@F B 71TdA Ty A ol AE Y] AtiA FANE FAELS JIAR ZAY 4 A AFE Aul2eld, o)
HAg Adsn ok HAUAE AFTEE AW QHY o] E(Domain Name)& &3 1o z9} H|&EAl ‘telnet telnet Q1Y F4(Domain Name)' 22 QZAFFE arhchie2 A&3H
A fHA EEIEAAGA ‘gopher AW 2] QIE| Y] (Domain Name)' S X'd €}, 2% 34 ' *}%Q Act A&F helpff—-f AR FPold diFg 4HS & 5 Ak Ugrd, stold, A
Hel e E Alg3le] FAE Mddle] Aung ztow o, IAFE £ A9 ‘4 Educational %"‘-"ﬂ*’*‘]'ﬁ o7l M| 2 F AFTF) ‘2’9 F$ ‘go internet’ TF ‘o]’

Resources'E MaAFE QeI E F8 F A wF7ze 3siwie] &rl, o714 oA ‘2 2 Adsy 88 4 th} g5 EH op7|AlF A ety
Academic Resources by Topic’ 2 A=F dEIE ¥8 F A7|A thA] ‘24 Womens Studies
Resource’ & HA=&H3A o} 'informumdedu’ss tlg]A= digte] AMuj22 AT AT dF telnet archie.sura.net
GE Fo AREF AL 5 Yt QUM 2L 5 A: AEY B REL o A¥E telnet archie.unl.edu
"WMST-L9] Listserv'e] oA T2%E AFE Aol telnet archie.ans.net
=R RALE 2R /B 58 F Al #uA e FAl JY=E qJEsE " o 4 telnet archie.rutgers.edu
i, A9l viw s olFEa & n'E FET ok JlE ASYE '7'E F2d 94 Utk '
ol2F AHMH|AF AAFRAY ARE L F Ue XL S Zo olFdA 'HImAL Fg& 3. Y™ dAE FAIF
E MH o' Yy SHAEF 9 QUAFL Yol ¥ Roly, ‘AW o|d el fdd 22Eq 71913 7HY AA$EE BUE g J8d, I olFde 2 vigddy g~
2 AFHE o, Eo HAE wolE & ot wdHA2E JIgIEe Auinit 234 g, g 71¢]
Wi o] 29 FAPE AZE AU AAoR A BEo 3 o] Yola g xHu)
Aol A48d AR B =g, :
-x AU 4Bl 8te] o AME] (University of Minnesota’s Women'’s Center) @ rodent.cis.umn.edu : subscribe List Name [3412] E-mail F4:] [349] o] &]
University‘ of Minnesota Campus Information -> University of Minnesota’s Women's
Center a8 o AHAd vdo] HE5ol &0 ghe .&‘:‘E © H Z HA g=vhd HA U89
'help’E FolA RUIA AAFE AHH-E PdE F ok 23, audMe ESAse vdHY
* ALEAH Aee st HFE  FAE7E EY(Computer  Professional’'s For Social glAES BEg wolHy Y OW 'lists’2til "&'01’*1 yE Z Jelg YAE BEEL wolE £
Responsibility) : gopher.cpsr.org : CPSR Main directory — Gender & Minority Issues A G2 H-rald AEdHA(go imai)E ©]-§-3te] WMST-Lolzh: vidd®

g2Ed 7Idh= A 25 d Acld,
* AV dige] o4, AAE AF (Keyon College Women's and Gender Studies)

gopher kenyon.edu : Kenyon College departments and programs ->  Academic JQEIMIE F4 : listserv@umdd.umd.edu
departments and programs -> — Women’s and Gender Studies — AP 2E Mu]e] E-mail F4
A E (60Byteold]) : . « ol A I x "o
* HuAl 2] AE AMH olF)(FEMISA Listserv Archive) @ csf.colorado.edu : Feminist B4 fAe] BE T/HE MAHIHAL.
Scholarship 1. A(Text) 2. ©]&A(Binary) 0. 4
AE> 1
* E)AlAT) 8H(University of Texas) : whiteman.garutexas.e®d : Other Gophers -> Women's 48 2 A$PEHS AdUAlL,
Studies 1.E827] 2%27] 3PICO 4VI 5Zmodem 6XKermit 0.34
A > 1
AL S Gopher Donna) : gopher idg.ficnr.it : Gopherdonna E27] (Fdve A2 3 Hd [CTRL + Z1 = [ =
*]: lists s <- listserv@umdd.umdedud] e 2E w4y g2E
*+ OIESe 49 7E 9% MEl(Centre for Women's Studues in Education at OISE) 222 4% 4
porpoise.onca : The Collection of online education resources at OISE — Centure for *2: subscribe WMST-L LeeHyeok <= WMST-Le|&l= & AEd ‘ol¥'e|d ol20=2 7}
Women's Studies in Education dqE o
*3: heln <- AT AMSEE g3 42 v
*xinderect?] 113 AJH]A : gopherindirect.com @ Internet Direct - Our Gopher Server -> *4

Reference Materials ->  Virtual Reference Desk -> Women’s Studies and Resource

A wYE B =23F @Fe] 2o 99 FoE vde BHA Mvio ArA FHL ¥A

dolzE QdAdle ARE FAM = Mulxelt), nn g} H&sht FAEZ ARE Fohrles Hel 4AAZ Aoloh, 2, WAdFHAAEEE WMST-L 711%3 wlAlA], ALEHHS A
HolA vtz ‘telnet 1EIY  F4(Domain Name)' 0.2 A4 §F Logino] =W 'wais'® H& 5ol ¥e #AALH w®$Fe] 2o
3 "ok ‘help’tt 78 FEA 1 AMRWHES 4 S A 7Y By Wdo] FEEHJW ¢ FARHJE A GAoE FA] g o)
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Hadyg giEd 7IQlEW BAe 1 g AR & =95z Efd walrhbd nlgtth 1
AL, oA-g Ay AlgbEe] Ak L gArie] WAL sehg F 3v1slr] npedl

4 95 ol o

AQBE PilolF AT AHY oA LT o] EART el B 1
W2 AnEAY AR 1A WA BT A A(links)o] HHAT A
7) W A e /7t YE AW, & AL QA2 AT
St AlolEF olg@TE 4A Aol Ykt FuE o ¥ 4 YUtk o
$& JYRA AolES PG AWATe] FAURLI

http://www.yahoo.com/Social_Science/Women_s_Studies/
http://www.yahoo.com/Society_and_Culture/Gender_Issues/Women/
http://www.yahoo.com/Society_and_Culture/Gender_Issues/Women/Indices/
http://odyssey lib.duke.edu/women/cyber.html
hitp://english-www.hss.cmnu.edu/feminism.html
http://humanitas.ucsb.edu/shuttle/gender html
http://asa.ugl.lib.umich.edu/chdocs/womenpolicy/womenlawpolicy.html
http://umbc7.umbe.edu/ korenman/wmst/links.html
http://www.law.indiana.edu/fcrc/webresources.html
http://www.igc.apc.org/women/feminist html
http://women-online.com/women/ .
http://www.mit.edu:8001/people/sorokin/women/index.html
http://feminist.com/reso.htm
http://www.ibd.nrc.ca/“mansfield/feminism.html
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NCSA Working Group
On Women, Censorship, & "Pornography”

B What is the Working Group?

There is intense disagreement among feminists on the question of whether there should be
legal restrictions on sexually related expression. The Working Group on Women, Censorship,
& "Pornography” was founded in 1992 tooppose the myth that censorship is good for women,
that women want censorship, and that those who support censorship speak for all women. We
do not think censorship can ever be a remedy for discrimination or violence against women.
In short, Censorship Hurts Women.

B What are our beliefs?

We believe we shouldn’t allow government to tell women or men how we should think or
write about our lives, including our sex lives.

We think those kinds of laws are not good for anyone, and we know they are bad for
women. Historically, women have always been harmed by censorship. In the name of
"protecting” women from "smut,” birth control information has been withheld; works of art
have been removed from display: books that describe women’s bodies, sex education, and
information about AIDS have been banned.

Working Group members reject the suggestion that women -- or any other disadvantaged
group -- must limit our freedoms in order to achieve equality. We consider that
philosophically unsound and cruelly discriminatory.

B Why is the word "pornography” in quotation marks?

Within the name of the group, "porndgraphy" is in quotation marks because the word is
generally used as though it has a widely accepted meaning. But in fact, there is- little
agreement ‘on its meaning, and it has long been used to suppress literature, art, sex education,
and information about women’s sexuality. Most conservatives and some feminists have been
using the term as though sexuallv related expression is inherently "subordinating” or
"degrading” to women.

B Sex Panic
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A Working Group conference. The Sex Panic, was held in New York Citv in the spring of
1993. It brought many diverse feminist perspectives, including artistic, academic, literary,
educational, political, historical, and others, to our shared belief that the First Amendment is
good for women.

B Sex Panic Reports

Where are the feminists who oppose censorship? The women -- artists, writers, therapists,
lawvers, educators, sex industry workers, and activists -— who believe censorship of sexually
related expression is dangerous to women? Where are the historically informed, legally
sophisticated, and politically impassioned voices linking women’s freedom and sexual free
speech?

Their voices were heard at The Sex Panic, a Conference on Women, Censorship, and
"Pornography,” May 7-8, 1993. There, through one of the Spring’s most glorious 'weekends,
over 170 representatives of a growing movement of anti-censorship feminists, sat, rapt, in the
auditorium of the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. They were informed,
entertained, and provoked to find creative feminist ways of thinking about and acting against

censorship.
"We can’'t allow these myths to continue,” said National Coalition Against Censorship
executive director Leanne Katz, "-- the myths that censorship is good for women, that

women want censorship, and that those who support censorship speak for women. That's
why NCAC's Working Group formed,” she said, "and why this conference was organized.”

In a day and a half of invigorating talk, four major themes emerged:

Sex panics -- when "license” and "perversion” are found hiding under every bedcover, and
religious and political vice squads mobilize to wipe them out —- are not new. Nor are unholy
alliances between women’s advocates and morality cops. And none of this has ever been good
for women.

The contemporary anti-pormography movement among certain feminists is growing more
sophisticated, theoretically and tactically. Its goal to "protect” women, at the cost of making
less free, is gaining adherents in many quarters,

Contrary to the terror-mongers’ claims, widely available and varied sexual speech and
imagery are good for women. They're even often good for kids.

We're fighting back —-- for free speech and freer women.

(1) Sex Panics are not new -- and thev're never good for women.

While feminists have been divided over current "sex wars,” feminist historians have almost
without exception been opposed to censorship of pornography. "Why?,” asked Lisa Duggan,
historian, journalist, and Brown University professor. "Because they'd seen it before,” in
late-19th~ and earlv-20th-century protectionist women's movements, Then, as now, energy
was diverted from serious problems of women by focusing on a quick fix. The temperance
movement turned women's anger against domestic violence to a campaign to ban alcohol,
Rape and abuse went on unabated.

In the social purity movement of that cra, women concerned with the economic and sexual
vulnerability of young urban women joined forces with conservatives "whose aim was to
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enforce morality and not to protect women.” The result: laws suppressing prostitution, which
operated to penalize prostitutes, making many women’s lives harder and more dangerous.
Feminist historians are not surprised when, similarly, the restrictive measures of
anti-pornography proponents Catharine MacKinnon and Andrea Dworkin are pushed by
Christian fundamentalists and others on the right, whose agendas are explicitly anti-feminist
and anti—gay.

Canada’s E?‘upremv Court, in its 1992 Butler decision, applied MacKinnonesque language to old
definitions of obscenity. Holding that a group of videos were "degrading” and "harmful” to
women, the court sel equality principles in opposition to free speech and said equality
considerations overrode the Canadian Charter's free speech guarantees. In the decision, the
claim that pornography "harms” women was unsupported.

Although the decision was hailed as a greal victory for feminist anti-porn forces, "the Butler
decision belongs to the Right,” said Thelma McCormack, professor of sociology at York
University in Ontario and director of the Centre for Feminist Research.

"The Supreme Court of Canada doesn’t give a damn about gender equality,” she continued. "It
is concerned about control and was pleased to have a feminist gloss put on it” Not
surprisingly, "the fallout [from Butlerl has been harassment of gay and lesbian bookstores,”
including the seizure of Bad Attitude, a lesbian-feminist magazine of sexually explicit
expression.

(2) Qur opponents want to protect, not liberate, women —- and Surprise! This is a wildly
popular idea.

To Wendy Kaminer, author of A Fearful Freedom: Womens Flight From Equality,
MacKinnon's is not a legal theory: "Her great contribution to the pornography debate was to
declare the First Amendment irrelevant.” Rather, said Kaminer, MacKinnon's is "a very
traditional theory of gender difference [which argues that] pormography is not speech, because
men are beasts. When confronted with misogynist literature, they are seized with the
irresistible impulse to act it out. It is not simply that pornography is bad, it ‘is the
combination of pornography and men that's bad, because men are bad.” So women need
protection from men, at any cost.

Kaminer said, however, that it is important to recognize the appeal of MacKinnon’s approach.
"It feels like fighting back, not asking for protection,” Kaminer said. In reality, instead of
dealing with urgent issues such as rape and domestic violence, we see "a growing belief in
womens fragility..As a writer,” Kaminer said further, "I like to think words have power but |
know they don’t cast spells.”"

Speaking from the floor, Lance Lindblom, president of the J. Roderick MacArthur Foundation,
disagreed that MacKinnon's theory has no jurisprudential force. "They are weighing equality
against free speech,” he said, "and there are bases [for this argument] in international human
rights law...Dangerous new alliances are forming around it.”

Carole Vance, whose analysis encompasses both speech and sex, sees conservative anti-vice
groups and anti-porn feminists as neither impossibly strange bedfellows nor birds of a feather
inevitably flocking together.

Reviewing the events of 1982-1992, Vance, an anthropologist, co-founder of FACT (Feminist
Anti-Censorship Taskforce), and major feminist theorist on sexuality and politics, analyzed
how “pornography moved from inside feminism -- where it was onlv one strand in

— 29 —



a..multi-lavered discourse ahout sexuality -- into mainstream politics. to be used by
conservative groups as a major weapon to overturn feminist gains.” Conservatives’' cooptation
of anti-porn feminism, beginning with the Meese Commission on Pornography, was certainly
"implausible,” given their hostility to evervthing feminism stands for. It was "brilliantly
executed,” and abetted by anti-porn women’s willingness at those hearings "to understate and
frequently |to avaidl mentioning their support for those cranky feminist demands, so offensive
to conservative ears.”

Then, and afterward, "'degrading’ [became] a true crossover term,” said Vance. It ‘was used
by feminists to mean suggestive of a servile female sexual role and by vice-squad tvpes to
mean and "immoral,” increasingly conflated into one.

The Meese Commission appropriated women-against-pornography’s language and methods to
modernize its anti-obscenity agenda. This "new” rhetoric was then used by conservative
forces in the attacks against the National Endowment for the Arts, and in 1992, in support of
the Pornography Victims Compensation Bill, which scapegoated pornography for real violence
against women. MacKinnonet al.have kept a "cosmetic distance” from these efforts.

Vance applauded the scholars, sex workers, artists, AIDS activists and educators pursuing an
ever-more-robust discourse on sexuality —— one that eschews prescription, respects difference
and complexity, seeks ways to combat danger and celebrates pleasure.

(3) Sexually related expression can be good for everybody —- for women, for men, even
sometimes for kids.

"Women are more in danger from the repression of sexually explicit materials than from their
free expression,” said Leonore Tiefer, psychologist, sex therapist and President of the
International Academy of Sex Research. Tiefer stated that "freely available information, ideas
and images” are crucial if women's ignorance and shame are to be lessened and new attitudes
and behav.ior substituted. "Pornography is, if anything, sexually transgressive materials,”
and.."what’s needed is more transgressive opportunity, not less.”

"Pornography is about fantasy,” said Tiefer. If it is suppressed, "women will never get a
chance to learn things about themselves that they can only leam from understanding their
imaginations.” Taking porn literally == as the anti-porn feminists do -- does not serve this
end. "Suppressing pornography will harm women struggling to develop their own sexualities
because history teaches us thatany

crackdown on sexuality always falls the hardest on the experimental and on women...” For
example, more information is needed to encourage safer sex practices that will prevent HIV
transmission, and women in sex industry work are harmed from pressures for suppression,
since it further marginalizes and stigmatizes their work.

Tiefer said that legal restrictions on explicit sexual expression will "force erotic
experimentation in art, video. books and performances underground, which will deprive most
women of access to unconventional inputs to their erotic imagination..Now is the time for
more sexual experimentation, not shame-soaked restraint.”

Tiefer reminded the audience that pomography is not just about representation. It is about
masturbation, which the Right finds extremely threatening. If our society is going to place
enormous weight on sex as a central factor of identity —— a view Tiefer doesn’t necessarily
endorse -- then, she sayvs, "we have got to teach masturbation, because it is the route to
self-learning of how the body works..and a freeing—up of fantasy.” Yet “there’s no training,
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no coaching. no cmphasis on (alent” —- a problem, she said. "But if vou want to play
Rachmaninoffl, you have got 1o practice the piano!”

Feminist artist Connie Samaras demonstrated the non-literalness in the way we view crolic
images by showing slides of photographs by five artists whose work concerns the body and
sexuality, including gav and S sex and childhood sexuality. Because there is little discussion
and little understanding on  the mti-censorship  side, Samaras said, the discourse over
marginalized sexnal practices "is literally handed over 1o the Right.” On childhood sexuality,
we are all but mute. If an artwork even suggests kids are sexual, the artist risks ridicule,
professional exile, and even criminal charges.

Young people are greatlv hurt by the suppression of sexual speech, said Debra llaffner,
executive director of SIECUS (the Sex. Information, and Educational Council of the U.S.);
describing “the new Aght-wing anti-sex curricula SIECUS calls "fear-based” education. The
"hottom line of these programs is to scare kids into abstinence” -- with threats that
premarital sex causes everything from the blues to death -- "and to withhold information” —-
about abortion, contraception, masturbation, and sexual feelings, including homosexuality.
Among the lessons taught kids are that "boys are alwayvs turmned on,” and girls are asexual
Anatomical diagrams given students often omit (he clitoris,

If the audience needed more proot that "pornography” is in the eves of the beholder, or that
open speech about sex is valuable and necessary, children’s book author Judy Blume gave it
to them in the words of the voungest beneficiaries of straight talk, who are also among the
worst victims of its suppression. In a moving and witty talk, "Is Puberty A Dirty Word?,”
Blume recounted the deluge of attacks on her books by those who think kids shouldn’t read
about menstruation, masturbation. sexual excitement, alienation, confusion, or anger, or see
words like "asshole.”

Censorship hurts authors, said Blume, one of Americas most censored, but it hurts kids more,
"Dear Judy,” wrote a 13-vear-old. "My mom never talks about the things young girls think
most about, She doesn’t know how 1 feel. I don’t know where 1 stand in the world. I don't
know who I am. That's why 1 read -- to find myself.” Another asked for the facts of life, in
number order.”

Blume is amused. But she is also "disheartencd” and angry. "We have the language police, we
have the sex police. We have the adults so worried about everything, they have no time to
worry about the kids.” _

And some kids who write Blume need worrving about, badly. Blume gets many letters about
incest, like this one: "I felt like I didn’t deserve anything good to happen to me, ever. I didn’t
eat much. 1 would only talk if 1 had to. 1 wished myself dead..l bite myself, scratch myself,
make myself sick, wishing someone, primarily teachers, would ask me if something was
wrong..but no one came to me.” Blume and her staff answer all letters and assist kids like
this one in finding help.

Blume, who's been writing for about 25 vears, said that if she were starting out today, "I
might find it impossible to write honestly about kids in this climate of fear.” In fact, she
confessed to having censored hersell when an coditor suggested, "Take this passage out, and
we'll get the hook club sales.” Said Blume, with a tear: "I've regretted it.”

Today she refuses to self-censor. She pressures her publishers to stand up against censorship,

“and speaks frequently in public.

"Bv not having courage, 1 lost my chance.” a girl who could tell no one about incest against
her lamented 1o Blume. Added the author, on censarship: "By not having courage, we all lose
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our chances.”

(4) We're fighting for freedom.

Fortunately, many do have courage.

Artist—curator Carol Jacobsen fought back when Catharine MacKinnon's theories were but into
practice. MacKinnon’s student foot soldiers al the University of Michigan Law Sghr)nl banned
the art exhibition they'd invited Jacobsen to mount at their conference on prostitution this
vear. 2
Jacobsen’s cxhibit, Pom Imageryv: Picturing Prostitutes, a show that included sex workers'
first-person views, features seven artists including Jacobsen, and "represents a strong feminist
statement in favor of decriminalization and destigmatization of prostitution.” Wary about
contributing to what she suspected would be an anti-prostitute and anti-porn pep rally,
Jacobsen was nonetheless eager "lo counter MacKinnon's archetvpal construct of the
prostitute as a repentant, victimized...woman in need of saving.”

But once on exhibit the show quickly received the censors’ stamp. Only male anti-porn
activist John Stoltenberg ever saw the work he judged "pornographic,” but the show was
called "threatening,” and the law students, after meeting with MacKinnon and Dworkin,
insisted that it be dismantled.

Jacobsen, a long-time feminist fighter against censorship, was appalled that this breach of free
speech could be allowed to happen at a university, let alone at a law school. She was
unwilling to go quietly: "They really fucked with the wrong woman.” With help and publicity
from the ACLU, the National Coalition Against Censorship, the National Campaign for
Freedom of Expression, and FACT she fought back. A law suit against the University of
Michigan Law School brought a settlement, including a modest money award to the artists, an
agreement that the exhibit will be remounted in the next school year (MacKinnon's students
have vowed to protest it) and a program organized on feminism, art and censorship.
"MacKinnon's abuse of power is stunningly hypocritical,” said Jacobsen, "given her position
that there ought to be a law against abuses of power.”

When Gloria Pipkin, an English teacher in Panama City, Florida, decided to fight to keep a
wide array of literature in the classroom, she faced a deeply conservative community, a fierce
group of Christian fundamentalists including a school superintendent who believed “schools are
no place for any sort of controversy” and legal precedent giving school boards broad
censorship powers. Warmly acknowledging NCAC’s support, Pipkin reported on the dramatic
and intense struggle in which she and her comrades engaged, even facing death threats, After
five vears, a lawsuit in federal district court was settled, without stunning victory. Although
the books lincluding I Am The Cheese The Red Badge of Courage, and Hamlet) were restored
to the schools, policies for adding new hooks are so constraining that teachers "either choose
the blandest hooks possible, chicken out...or decide to ignore the policy and live in fear.”
Pipkin is still fighting. "One thing ['ve learned is that democratic schooling and freedom of
expression are not a gift of the gods. It's a battle that's won on a daily basis.”

What motivates the censors? "Fear” said columnist and best-selling author Molly Ivins. In
consummate Texas style she told the tale of two bovs so spooked by a chicken snake in the
henhouse that they lit out simultaneously, "doing considerable damage to themselves and the
henhouse door.” One of the bovs, reminded by his friend’s Ma that "You know damn well a
chicken snake cant hurt vou.” responded, "Yes. Ma’am, but some things can scare vou so
much that vou'll hurt vourself.”
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"In this country.” Ivins sad, “we wet oo oscared of something werrible - of communists or
illegal aliens or vornography or enme thar we decide the only wav (o proteet ourselves is 1o
cut back on our freedom. Well now. wsn’t that the funniest idea -- that i we were less free
we could he sater”?”

Taking the position that one can be agamnst porn and against censorship at the same time,
Ivins said, "We've all vead the stndies Tol pornography and sexual ageression] saving ves it
does, no it doesn’t, yes il does, no it doesn’t, You conld just shit or go blind trving 1o figure
that one o ” She said "vommon goddanm sense” 1ells her “there probably is some truth to
the theory tha all those ugh pictures do enconvige violenee against women.

"So what should we do abowt 1?" lvins asked. "Well, my answer s not a gocddann  thing,
Except, of conrse speak out The cure for everv excess of freedom of speech is more freedomre
of speech.”

There were plenty of other proposals during  (he weckend., Performance artist Penny  Arcade
exhorted the assembled (o march toThe New York Timesand demand they cover the
conference. Poet and activist Kate Ellis explored applyving the principle of Tai Chi, which turns
the opponents’ own force against them. s
And Ann Lewis, political consultant and commentator, was concise and concrete:

"Join in the debate. Women identified as feminists must speak out about why censorship is a
bad idea.”

"Carry the debate to the stale and local level,” where grassroots righi-wing movements are

gaining strength.

[ | What.have Working Group members said?

If I were starting out now, | might not even write children’s books. In this climate of fear, 1
might find it impossible to write honestly about kids.”--Judy Blume, author

"Zealots will always want to enforce their position. And zealotry [ think is a a greater danger
to women than pomography.”--Erica Jong, author

;
"Sexual freedom and freedom for sexually explicit expression are essential aspects of human
freedom.” -—Nadine Strossen,
professor, New York Law School ind president, ACLU

"Women are more in danger from the repression ol sexuafly explicit materials than from their
free expression.” ~-Leonore Tiefer, psvehologist and sex therapist

"It was not that long ago when the representation of leshian relationships on stage was illegal
in New York Civ.” ——Jewelle Gomeyz, author, poet, and activist

"How long will it take appressed groups 1w learn that if we give the state enough rope, it
will wind up around our necks<?”--Ellen Willis, jounalist and professor, New York University

"To introduce censorship m the 125, in the guise of suppressing pornography is extremely
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dangerous 1o women.. I antipornogeaphy legislinon were passed. the fiest targets of it would

.

be feminist books... giving women control of their own hodies - -Bettv Friedan, author
"For sexual diseussion to move <o coickly from the cominal and pathalegical 1o the realm of
the creative and political 1= phenomenal. o triumph of honesty smd democraey over hypoerisy

and elitism.”- -Susic Bright. aunthor and activist

“The pedestal bhas alwavs heen the pits, and women remember thit when sold that ‘thev need
"protection” from sexual words and images “- Sandy Rapp, musician and aetivist

B What You cun do

Spread the word by speaking ot on the dangers of censorship for women. Distribute NCAC
materials on women, censorship, ond "pornography” 1o vour friends and colleagues, and at
conferences, lectures, and other events,

Ask for our one-page flver, Censorship Hurte Women, a succinet but convineing statement
challenging the myth that support {or feminism means support for censorship. Order in bulk
and distribute.

Organize programs on censorship’s harms to women. Ask us to help with speakers.

Beware of censors bearing jpgls. Disguised by promises of bettering women’s lives,censorship
can look attractive, Be vigilant in opposing suppression, whether by the federal government,
on campuses. in museums, or in public libraries and schools.

Write letters to the editor and (o legislators when they propose laws to "protect” women from
"pornography.” Send us copies of vour correspondence.

S MU X=X
Sara Norman® ZA0|

B Women and the Censorship of Pornography

"Pornographis . m o the feminist view s o form of tforeed sex . . an institution of gender
ineguality . [Plornogranhy with the wape and  prostitution  in which it participates,
institutionalizes the sexuality of the male supremaey.”

——Catherine MacKinnon, "Not 1 Moral Issue”. Yale Law and DPolicy Review2: 321-45, at 325
(1984)

"Historically. information aboul sex, sexual orientation, reproduction and birth contol have been
banned under the guise of . . . the "protection” of women. Such restrictions have never
reduced violence . . . Women do not require "protection” from explicit sexual materials.”
-Feminists for Free Expression. letter to the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 14
Febuary 1992.

The debate over pornography among modern feminists is a bitter one. Some, like MacKinnon
and Angelga Dworkin, accuse pornography of universally exploiting women, no matter whose
body is being photographed ( Dworkin also protests against homosexual male pornography);
others. like Pat Califia and and Nadine Strossen. point out that pornography and violence and
notnecessarv results of each other: in fact, most research proves that exposure to even violent
sexual material is no more of an incitement to violence than any other kind of viewing
material: ’
"Surgeon General Koop’s survey concluded that only two reliable generalizations could be
made about the impact of exposure to "degrading” sexual material on its viewers: it caused
them to think that a variety of sexual practices were more common than they had previously
believed, and it caused them to more accurately estimate the prevalance of varied sexual
practices.”

--Edward Mulrev and Jeffrev Maugaard, Surgeon General’s Workshop on Pornography and
Public Health. (Arlington, Virginia: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 1986.)
Correlating these findings. studies done cxamining the relationship between real sexual
violence and the availibility of violent pormgraphy in several countries have also posited no
real or reliable relationship between the two. Denmark, Germany and Japan all have violent
pornography in readily accessible stores and suppliers, and all have much lower actual sexual
assault cases reported than in the United States. (Note: Reported, of course, is a long way
from Real' But at least in Denmark and Germany, the general status of women in the legal
profession scems to indicate that women who have been sexually assaulted would have a
relatively friendly legal support system to turn to), and in countries like Arabia, Iran, and
China, where the sale or purchace of any kind of pornography can be considered a capitol
offense, sexual crimes against women are disgustingly common.

“Protesting against pornographv as a wav of protesting against unfair and sexist social

conditions may be hurting women far more than it i< helping. 1f the pornographic body is the

body of the naked, sexual woman, to cradicate pornography is to eradicate the sexualized

woman; and to remove women from the.sexual gaze is to remove their bodies from the public
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sphere —- a return to another kind of oppression by silenc.. As the quote from “Feminists for
Free Expression” points out, the censarship of sexual materials has historically been used to
to keep women from being uable 1o control their own sexualitics under the guise of
"protection’ -- eyuating them with children.

B Site Self-Selection

“Voluptuaries of all ages, of every sex, it is to vou onlythat 1 offer this work . . ."”

--The Marquis De Sade. introduction to “Philosophy in the Bedroom”. emphasis mine.
"Philosophy in the Bedroom”, De Sade’s most widely-read work, is the story of the sexual
and moral corruption of an innocent (bul "yearning”) woman into a philosophy of atheism,
sadism, and total self-absorption: presumably, in accordance with the narrative plot of the
story, it would be aimed at the "unsuspecting reader”, who could then be seduced by the
graphic sex of the story into a similar world view. But from the first line of "Philosophy”, De
Sade proclaims that he has selected his audience for his work; but the truth is that they
selected him. It's hard to be an "unsuspecting reader”. Books, by virtue of their cover, title,
author, first words, -- even the paper they are printed on and their method of acquisition
create a kind of contract with their reader; they tell you what to expect from them. It's a
large part of why we buy them. We've even created a word "genre”, to describe the nature
of that coptract —- if you buy a "horror” novel (usually idectifiable by use of a disturbing
cover illustration, "dripping”-type text on the cover, and a oiten a really bad title), you the
reader can reasonably expect scary or gruesome things to happen. Life has taught you similar
lessons with romance novels, self-help books, "classic” nove's, the new "legal thrillers”,
textbooks . . . many aspects of their physical appearance advertises what they are, and
attracts the attention of the potential buyer. Quality is advertised by means of binding and
paper —— no matter what you may think of Umberto Eco’s writing, his books are certainly
being soldas classics, and you tend to react to them as such. Whether or not this is a
cause-or-effect relationship can be debated, but the principle remains: in the printed world,
you believe something to be what it performs being, and you

react to it accordingly.

De Sade knew anyone who picked up his story that didn’'t want to be reading it would
simply put it down -- always the reader’s prerogative, in the novel or on the net -- and
worded his text accordingly, creating the illusion that he somehow selected yourather than the
obvious reverse. De Sade, apparentlv much to his chagrin, has no real power here besides
what the reader gives him. No writer, or programmer for that matter, has the power to keep
any viewer against their will. As long as a book must be opened, or a link must be clicked,
and we live in a world with "off” switches, the power always lies with the recipient, not the
sender or ereator, of the material in question.

So the fear of pornography, for children and adults, seems to lie in its apparent "seductive”
quality —— pornography is defined as material designed to affect and arouse the body as well
as the mind, and if it comes in contact with a mind that is either too immature or otherwise
somehow lacking in sophistication to make a reasonable decision about what it presented, this
unprepared viewer will be somehow symbolically assaulted or statutorily raped by the
material. The person behind this pornography is then posited as the instigator of the assault,
even wh;an the viewer requested the material. Ilistorically, pornography has always been used

lo confront sterotypes and polivcal deologies along with providing  pleasure, It seems to be
thiscombination of pleasure and prneiple that lics behind much of the desire to regulate
pornography.

B Historical Perspectives on Pormography

LI an aditude ol permissivencs~ were 1o be adapted  reparding  pornography, this  would
contribute to an atmosphore
condoning sinarchy in every other field” -~ Richard Nixon, 1970

In Lynn Hunt’s Invention of Pomography (Zone Books, New York, 1993) Humt points out how
pornography has always

closely followed political upheaval and revolution, and theorizes even that its existence is vital
to democracy . . . pornographic depictions of religious and political figures have often proven
vital to the over-turning of their institutions. Pornography has historically ‘possessed the
ability to weaken state authority; and governments have reason to fear it accordingly -- all
the more reason that people should recognize the necessity of totally free speech in a society.
A society where the government is given the ability to legislate pleasure and sexual arousal
is one where its inhabitants are controlled in respects to their sexual identities, and thercfore
their social identities as well. Victorian chromolithographics like this in the 1840s challenged
the notion that Victorian women were lotally sexually passive creatures: the women here may
be posing ‘for the male gaze. but she is also enjoying her own. Positing a woman as a
creature of independant sexual agency was a brash political and social statement in the 1870s
(and perhaps it still is.) Does she represent explotation, or a figure of liberation? =

B Censorship of Pormography on the Internet

"If you love freedom and like sex. censorship is bad news.” --Kathleen Peratis, women’'s
right’s attorney Arguments for the censorship of pornographic material usually center on two
issues: abuse of children, and exploitation of women. This pathology of protection may do as
much to hinder as to help progressive thinking about the real protection of a society —— the
protection of freedom of speech and thought.

B Children and the CDA

On Deceml?er 281996, the first shoe dropped:

Excempt from the The Economist, 1/6/96:

“Remember how the Internet was going to cormupt voung people by evading laws, parents,
and policemen fo import pornography weightlessly and unstoppably though cvberspace? On

Christmas eve the internet became a way of importing censorship instead. A prosecutor
in Munich told Compuserve . .that about 200 of the net's sex-related "newsgroups” violated
erman law . . . Compuserve thereupon shut off all across to the newsgroups. But not only in



Germany. Because the lirm had no wav 1o tatlor Internet content Gust for German subseribers
it was lorced 1w apply the rule evervwhere in the world, imposing upon all of its
subscribers the standards deemed appropriate for the 7-vear old Barvarizns.”

And that ‘same month, Business Week min two stories on facing  pages, one about the
merchandising of children’s compmer equipment, entitled: "Babes in Tovland: Can Compag
turn the PC into a plavthing for 106s?”, across from a '

story addressing the Compuserve shut-down. called “Alt.sex.bondage is closed. Should we be
scared?” The "Babes” article {eatnres o pictire of a child plaving a1 computer game with an
oversized., colorful, indestructible-looking kevboard, The facing picture is of a4 man with a
computer cable tied into a gag around bhis mouth! bondage in protest of a restriction of
bondage. ‘The ijuxtaposition [ these two pictures, childhood innocence across from  adult
censorship, s indicative of the tvpical argument made in America, Germany and clsewhere for
internel indecency censorship —— somehow that man from the "alt.sex.bondage” picture is
going (o ‘cross the page into the children’s icture and molest her with evil computer
pornography. This evocative narrative exists in a variety of medias and mediums: from recent
articles in Newsweek with dramatic titles like 'Sexy F seeks hot M: A Mother's Tale” to
numerous television news segmenis about the supposed plethora of internel pornography and
the children corrupted by it, to even a Christian family video tape intended to "inform the
public” as to the child abuse occurring all around us every day due to the "free” nature of the
internet, and the ver-increasing potential for more abuse.

A few months later, the second shoe followed. Reacting largely to just such narratives, The
Communications Decency

Act was passed by congress and signed into law by the president. Few people would
challenge the right of a parent to

control what their hild sees on the computer and when. But the CDA limits the viewing
rights of all people in the U.S.

B Political Pornography

“In 1986, the Regan Administration appointed the Meese Commission to give a report fo
congress and the nation about _

the state of pomography in America. Fordham University Professor Walter Kendrick points
out:

"[The Commission provided 300 pages of summaries and descriptions, some with dialogue: "I
want to taste vour cum.

1 want vou to come in my mouth. I want 1o feel vour hot cum squirt in my mouth,” and
much, much more in the same

vein. No doubt this established a landmark in the history of government publications.” -=The
Secret Museum: Pormn in

Modern Culture New York: Viking, 1987, p 234,

As the above passage illustrates, perhaps one of the greatest ironies of the anti-pornography

crusade is thalt one must examine a lot of pormnography very closely in order to protest

against it. The Meese Commission reviewed over 725 books, 2323 magazines, and 2,370
oy 38 —

hard-core nornographic il beloare coming 1o the conchision thal aecess o pornography
needed 10 he restricted (or most Americans, = 1L ancited "violent feelings townrds women”
and caused o threa o the Nmertesn anmle, Interestmgely, the Meese Commission never seems
to fear that thev themselves will be adversely alfected by the huge vohiime ol pornography
they are exposing themselves o Yssmmng that "other” neople will be incited o violent or
criminal agt= by pornography e Instoricallv o verv political move - - largeting cortain groups
of people by ther sterotvpieal?! aronsal-natterns is an effective wav of marginalizing  themy
declaring all pictures of homaosesnal men having sex. Jor example, implies to the American
public that homosexuality i+ "less okav” than heterosesuality, and the homosexual male hody

s a deviant thing in need of vepression becanse of the danger it represents to society.
B Naked Women Online: What's the Problem?

If there is reason to be nervous abowt the lemale body being under-represented in the virtual
spaces, it is because she has a form and no voice. The pornographic body is ‘both loud and
silent —— (s)he commands attention through the force of sexual interest, but her political and
social importance are often underplaved or over-looked as a way of minimizing her influence.
In response, | would like 1o celebrate the pornographic body; to ;;ivo it a voice by calling
attention to its very social

existence and importance by celebrating the diversily of the pornographic body on the net ——
bodies of men, women, gay, straight, outlets of magazines. fanzines. photo galleries, and
erotica sitt:s_. as well as ways to become pomography —-— net offerings of clothing and toys
for both sexes that further help to blurr the lines surrounding the pornographic body, and
merge it into the social one. ’
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